ENGLISH II
SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT
Instructor: Ms. Johnson
sjohnson@duncanvilleisd.org
Novel: Please read the following novelThe Joy luck Club by Amy Tan

***Due to Covid19 you are not expected to purchase your novel in stores. Instead you will
be provided with an electronic pdf and the audiobook of the novel. If you would like to
purchase a hardcopy of the book through Amazon or Barnes & Noble, you are free to do
so. However, please understand that this is not mandated.

Access: The link to access your novel is located hereThe Joy Luck Club PDF
The Joy Luck Club Audiobook

REQUIRED: Please have the novel above completely read by the ﬁrst day of school.

Assignment 1:

Dialectical Journal

What is a dialectical journal? The term “dialectic” means “the art or practice of arriving at
the truth by using conversation involving question and answer.” Think of your dialectical
journal as ‘’talking to the text’’, which will help you develop a better understanding of
what you have read.
Procedure:
● As you read, choose quotes/passages that stand out to you and record them in
the left-hand column of a T-chart (ALWAYS include page numbers).
● In the right column, write your response to the text (ideas/insights, questions,
reflections, and comments on each passage)
● Label your responses using the following codes:
○ (Q) Question – ask about something in the passage that is unclear (limit to
only two) - be sure to respond to/reflect upon your question if/when you
find an answer.
○ (C) Connect – make a connection to your life, the world, or another text
○ (CL) Clarify – answer earlier questions or confirm/disaffirm a prediction
○ (R) Reflect – think deeply about what the passage means in a broad
sense – not just to the characters in the story. What conclusions can you
draw about the world, about human nature, or just the way things work?
○ (E) Evaluate - make a judgment about the character(s), their actions, or
what the author is trying to say
● Provide at least SIX neatly hand-written or typed entries. Your response/thoughts
must be at least 3 sentences.

2

Sample:
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Assignment 2:
Directions: In paragraph format, you will address two of the following annotation
elements: direct characterization, indirect characterization, theme, tone, or figurative
language devices. You will have two paragraphs total. Your paragraphs will provide the
definition of the annotation element example found, a quote that supports the element,
and then provide reasoning to explain that it is the element you have identified.

Please see sample paragraph below:
(Definition) Tone, in written composition, is an attitude of a writer toward a subject or
an audience. Tone is generally conveyed through the choice of words, or the viewpoint
of a writer on a particular subject. (Quote to support) Suyan’s tone could be best
described as one of optimism. ‘’My mother believed you could be anything you wanted
to be in America.’’(Reasoning) The words could and believe show the potential or
possibility the mother sees for her daughter. (Quote to support) ‘’America was where
all my mother's hopes lay.’’ (Reasoning) Therefore, the narrator’s mother is eager for
her daughter to take advantage of opportunities that she did not or could not take
advantage of. This could be seen as the mother living vicariously through the daughter.
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FAQ’S:
●

Can this be typed up or does it have to be on notebook paper?

○ This can be typed up or written on notebook paper but it must be formatted like the
examples provided.
○ If it is typed, please type it in Times New Roman, 12 in Font, and remember to include
your NAME.
●

When is the assignment due?

○ The assignment is due on the ﬁrst day of school
●

Can I turn this in early via email?

○ No, do not email this to me. Please have it ready to turn in on the ﬁrst day of school. You
will not have access to a printer on the ﬁrst day of school, so please be prepared to turn it
in by hand by that deadline.
●

What if I have questions?

○ Email me: sjohnson@duncanvilleisd.org
● Is this for a grade?
○ YES!
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