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Confronting Racism in Middle Grades: 22 Fiction and Nonfiction Titles
To Investigate Race, Racism, And Antiracism In America Today

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander

Fourteen-year-old twin basketball stars Josh and Jordan wrestle with highs and lows on
and off the court as their father ignores his declining health.

(available in both graphic novel and verse novel formats)

New Kid by Jerry Craft (realistic fiction graphic novel)

Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing cartoons about his life. But instead of
sending him to the art school of his dreams, his parents enroll him in a prestigious private school
known for its academics, where Jordan is one of the few kids of color in his entire grade. As he makes
the daily trip from his Washington Heights apartment to the upscale Riverdale Academy Day School,
Jordan soon finds himself torn between two worlds--and not really fitting into either one. Can Jordan
learn to navigate his new school culture while keeping his friends and staying true to himself?

More than a Game by Matt Doeden (nonfiction)

Sports has never been only about what takes place on the playing field. Matt Doeden
explores past and current controversies including black boxer Jack Johnson's fight with
the "Great White Hope" Tommy Burns, Jackie Robinson breaking baseball's color barrier,
Muhammad Ali's refusal to fight in the Vietnam War, Colin Kaepernick's protests, #MeToo
and the US gymnastics team, and much more. Doeden weaves in information about Jim
Crow, the Civil Rights Movement, Black Lives Matter, and other essential background young
readers will need. This book is sure to engage everyone interested in sports, history, and
civil rights.

ciarnon m. orarer | Blended by Sharon Draper (realistic fiction)

Piano-prodigy Isabella, eleven, whose black father and white mother struggle to share custody,
[ never feels whole, especially as racial tensions affect her school, her parents both become
engaged, and she and her stepbrother are stopped by police
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The Last Last-Day-Of-Summer by Lamar Giles (science fiction)

When adventurous cousins Otto and Sheed Alston accidentally extend the last day of
summer by freezing time, they find the secrets between the unmoving seconds are not as
much fun as they expected.

This Book Is Anti-Racist: 20 Lessons on How to Wake Up, Take Action, and Do The Work
by Tiffany Jewell (nonfiction)

Who are you? What is racism? Where does it come from? Why does it exist? What can you
do to disrupt it? Learn about social identities, the history of racism and resistance against
it, and how you can use your anti-racist lens and voice to move the world toward equity
and liberation.

The Parker Inheritance by Varian Johnson (mystery)

Twelve-year-old Candice Miller is spending the summer in Lambert, South Carolina, in the old
house that belonged to her grandmother, who died after being dismissed as city manager for
having the city tennis courts dug up looking for buried treasure--but when she finds the letter
that sent her grandmother on the treasure hunt, she finds herself caught up in the mystery and,
with the help of her new friend and fellow book-worm, Brandon, she sets out to find the
inheritance, exonerate her grandmother, and expose an injustice once committed against an
African American family in Lambert.

For Black Girls Like Me by Marianna J. Lockington (realistic fiction)

Eleven-year-old Makeda dreams of meeting her African American mother, while coping with serious
problems in her white adopted family, a cross-country move, and being homeschooled.

The Season of Styx Malone by Kekla Magoon (realistic fiction)

Longing for summertime adventures outside of their small Indiana community, two boys
are enthralled by a cool newcomer who enlists their help in a series of escalating trade
cons that rapidly put them in over their heads.

TORREY MALDONADO

Tight by Torrey Maldonado (realistic fiction)

After his quick-tempered father gets in a fight and is sent back to jail, sixth-grader Bryan, known
for being quiet and thoughtful, snaps and follows new friend Mike into trouble.




Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky by Kwame Mbalia (fantasy)

Seventh-grader Tristan Strong tumbles into the MidPass and, with allies John Henry and Brer Rabbit,
must entice the god Anansi to come out of hiding and seal the hole Tristan accidentally ripped in the
sky.

The Stars Beneath Our Feet by David Barclay Moore (realistic fiction)

A boy tries to steer a safe path through the projects in Harlem in the wake of his brother's
death.

A Good Kind of Trouble by Lisa Moore Ramee (realistic fiction)

Strictly following the rules to pursue her junior-high ambitions, 12-year-old Shayla is forced to
choose between her education and her identity when her sister joins the Black Lives Matter
movement in the wake of a powerful protest.

Bayou Magic by Jewell Parker Rhodes

Visiting her grandmother in the Louisiana bayou, ten-year-old Maddy begins to realize that she
may be the only sibling to carry on the gift of her family's magical legacy.
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JEWELL PARKER RHODES

Black Brother, Black Brother by Jewell Parker Rhodes.

Suspended unjustly from elite Middlefield Prep, Donte Ellison studies fencing with a former
champion, hoping to put the racist fencing team captain in his place.
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Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes

After seventh-grader Jerome is shot by a white police officer, he observes the aftermath of
his death and meets the ghosts of other fallen black boys including historical figure
Emmett Till.




RISE UP!
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Rise Up! : The Art Of Protest by Jo Rippon

Encourages young people to engage in peaceful protest and stand up for freedom.
Photographs of protest posters from the last one hundred years celebrate the ongoing
fight for gender equality, civil rights, LGBT rights, refugee and immigrant rights, peace, and
the environment. Includes a chapter on youth protest.
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Ghost by Jason Reynolds (realistic fiction)

Ghost, a naturally talented runner and troublemaker, is recruited for an elite middle school
track team. He must stay on track, literally and figuratively, to reach his full potential

(Followed by Patina, Sunny, and Lu)

Clean Getaway by Nic Stone

For the life of him, William 'Scoob' Lamar can't seem to stay out of trouble--and now the run-ins at school
have led to lockdown at home. So when G'ma, Scoob's favorite person on Earth, asks him to go on an
impromptu road trip, he's in the RV faster than he can say freedom. With G'ma's old maps and a strange
pamphlet called the 'Travelers' Green Book' at their side, the pair takes off on a journey down G'ma’s
memory lane. But adventure quickly turns to uncertainty: G'ma keeps changing the license plate, dodging
Scoob's questions, and refusing to check Dad's voice mails. And the farther they go, the more Scoob
realizes that the world hasn't always been a welcoming place for kids like him, and things aren't always
what they seem--G'ma included.

Genesis Begins Again by Alicia D. Williams
(realistic fiction)

Thirteen-year-old Genesis tries again and again to lighten her black skin, thinking it is the
root of her family's troubles, before discovering reasons to love herself as is.
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Harbor Me

Harbor Me by Jacqueline Woodson

When six students are chosen to participate in a weekly talk with no adults allowed, they
discover that when they're together, it's safe to share the hopes and fears they have to
hide from the rest of the world.

Love Like Sky by Leslie C. Youngblood (realistic fiction)

Eleven-year-old Georgie is still adjusting to leaving Atlanta for a small town, having a
stepfather, and being unable to get close to her stepsister when her six-year-old sister,
Peaches, suddenly becomes very ill.







