
6th Grade Summer Reading 2020 
 
Summer reading is an important part of the curriculum in the Frederica Academy Middle School.  Not only 
does it provide us with a common ground on which to stand at the beginning of the school year, it also 
keeps young minds active and engaged during the summer.  This year, we are asking middle school 
students to read two books, one common book that all students in the middle school will read and one 
that he/she chooses from a list of books below.  Please read the descriptions and assignments carefully. 
All assignments must be completed by the first day of school.  
 

Mandatory Common Book:  The Bridge Home by Padma Venkatraman 
ISBN-13:  978-1524738136 

As you read the book, please annotate for setting, characterization, conflict, and theme.  
 
 

 
 
    Life is harsh on the teeming streets of Chennai, India, so 
when runaway sisters Viji and Rukku arrive, their prospects 
look grim. Very quickly, eleven-year-old Viji discovers how 
vulnerable they are in this uncaring, dangerous world. 
Fortunately, the girls find shelter--and friendship--on an 
abandoned bridge that's also the hideout of Muthi and Arul, 
two homeless boys, and the four of them soon form a family 
of sorts. And while making their living scavenging the city's 
trash heaps is the pits, the kids find plenty to take pride in, 
too. After all, they are now the bosses of themselves and no 
longer dependent on untrustworthy adults. But when illness 
strikes, Viji must decide whether to risk seeking help from 
strangers or to keep holding on to their fragile, hard-fought 
freedom. 

--Taken from Amazon.com  

 

Written Assignment: 
Answer BOTH questions.  Please type or handwrite your response on lined paper.  This assignment is 
due the first day of school.  
 
Question One :  What was the hardest struggle for Viji? What does this struggle suggest about her? 
 
Question Two:  If you could ask one of the characters one question, what would it be and why would 
you want to know the answer? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Mandatory 2nd Book 
 
Choose one of the following books that you have not previously read to read this 
summer  in addition to The Bridge Home.  Read the novel and be prepared to discuss it 
during the first weeks of school. 
 
Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko 
Moose Flanagan and his family have just moved to Alcatraz Island so that 
his father can take a job as a prison guard and his sister Natalie can go to 
a special school in San Francisco. Moose struggles for recognition in his 
new school. Then his sister Natalie, who suffers from autism, is rejected 
from the Esther P. Marinoff School, crushing his parents' hopes for 
Natalie's education. Now Moose must take care of Natalie after school 
while his mother teaches music lessons, and he must find a way to deal 
with Natalie's screaming fits and constant needs. Complicating Moose's life 
even more is Piper, the daughter of the prison warden. Piper lures Moose 
into her scheme to make money by collecting laundry from their 
classmates with the promise that Al Capone is among the convicts 
assigned to laundry duty on Alcatraz. 

 

 

Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan 
Esperanza thought she'd always live a privileged life on her family's ranch 
in Mexico. She'd always have fancy dresses, a beautiful home filled with 
servants, and Mama, Papa, and Abuelita to care for her. But a sudden 
tragedy forces Esperanza and Mama to flee to California and settle in a 
Mexican farm labor camp. Esperanza isn't ready for the hard work, 
financial struggles brought on by the Great Depression, or lack of 
acceptance she now faces. When Mama gets sick and a strike for better 
working conditions threatens to uproot their new life, Esperanza must find a 
way to rise above her difficult circumstances-because Mama's life, and her 
own, depend on it. 

  

The Watsons Go to Birmingham - 1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis 
Enter the world of ten-year-old Kenny and his family, the Weird Watsons of 
Flint, Michigan. When Momma and Dad decide it's time for a visit to 
Grandma, Dad comes home with the amazing Ultra-Glide, and the 
Watsons head South to Birmingham, Alabama... toward one of the darkest 
moments in America's history. A hilarious, touching, and tragic novel about 
civil rights and the impact of violence on one African American family. 

 

  

  



7th Grade Summer Reading 2020 
 
Summer reading is an important part of the curriculum in the Frederica Academy Middle School.  Not only 
does it provide us with a common ground on which to stand at the beginning of the school year, it also 
keeps young minds active and engaged during the summer.  This year, we are asking middle school 
students to read two books, one common book that all students in the middle school will read and one 
that he/she chooses from a list of books below.  Please read the descriptions and assignments carefully. 
All assignments must be completed by the first day of school.  
 

Mandatory Common Book:  The Bridge Home by Padma Venkatraman 
ISBN-13:  978-1524738136 

As you read the book, please annotate for setting, characterization, conflict, and theme.  
 
 

 
 
    Life is harsh on the teeming streets of Chennai, India, so 
when runaway sisters Viji and Rukku arrive, their prospects 
look grim. Very quickly, eleven-year-old Viji discovers how 
vulnerable they are in this uncaring, dangerous world. 
Fortunately, the girls find shelter--and friendship--on an 
abandoned bridge that's also the hideout of Muthi and Arul, 
two homeless boys, and the four of them soon form a family 
of sorts. And while making their living scavenging the city's 
trash heaps is the pits, the kids find plenty to take pride in, 
too. After all, they are now the bosses of themselves and no 
longer dependent on untrustworthy adults. But when illness 
strikes, Viji must decide whether to risk seeking help from 
strangers or to keep holding on to their fragile, hard-fought 
freedom. 

--Taken from Amazon.com  

 

Written Assignment: 
Answer BOTH questions.  Please type or handwrite your response on lined paper.  This assignment is 
due the first day of school.  
 
Question One :  What was the hardest struggle for Viji? What does this struggle suggest about her? 
 
Question Two:  If you could ask one of the characters  one question, what would it be and why 
would you want to know the answer? 

 
 
 
 

 



 
Mandatory 2nd Book 

 
Choose one of the following books that you have not previously read to read this 
summer  in addition to The Bridge Home . Read the novel and be prepared to discuss it 
during the first weeks of school. 
Counting by 7s  by Holly Goldberg Sloan 
Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and 
diagnosing medical conditions, who finds it comforting to count by 7s. It 
has never been easy for her to connect with anyone other than her 
adoptive parents, but that hasn't kept her from leading a quietly happy life . 
. . until now. Suddenly Willow's world is tragically changed when her 
parents both die in a car crash, leaving her alone in a baffling world. The 
triumph of this book is that it is not a tragedy. This extraordinarily odd, but 
extraordinarily endearing, girl manages to push through her grief. Her 
journey to find a fascinatingly diverse and fully believable surrogate family 
is a joy and a revelation to read. 

  

Heat by Mike Lupica 
Michael Arroyo has a pitching arm that throws serious heat along with 
aspirations of leading his team all the way to the Little League World 
Series. But his firepower is nothing compared to the heat Michael faces in 
his day-to-day life. Newly orphaned after his father led the family’s escape 
from Cuba, Michael’s only family is his seventeen-year old brother Carlos. 
If Social Services hears of their situation, they will be separated in the 
foster-care system—or worse, sent back to Cuba. Together, the boys carry 
on alone, dodging bills and anyone who asks too many questions. But then 
someone wonders how a twelve-year-old boy could possibly throw with as 
much power as Michael Arroyo throws. With no way to prove his age, no 
birth certificate, and no parent to fight for his cause, Michael’s secret world 
is blown wide open, and he discovers that family can come from the most 
unexpected sources. 

 

 

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 
In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the nation of 
Panem, a shining Capitol surrounded by twelve outlying districts. The 
Capitol is harsh and cruel and keeps the districts in line by forcing them all 
to send one boy and one girl between the ages of twelve and eighteen to 
participate in the annual Hunger Games, a fight to the death on live TV. 
Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen, who lives alone with her mother and 
younger sister, regards it as a death sentence when she is forced to 
represent her district in the Games. But Katniss has been close to dead 
before - and survival, for her, is second nature. Without really meaning to, 
she becomes a contender. But if she is to win, she will have to start making 
choices that weigh survival against humanity and life against love.  

 



8th Grade Summer Reading 2020 
 
Summer reading is an important part of the curriculum in the Frederica Academy Middle School.  Not only 
does it provide us with a common ground on which to stand at the beginning of the school year, it also 
keeps young minds active and engaged during the summer.  This year, we are asking middle school 
students to read two books, one common book that all students in the middle school will read and one 
that he/she chooses from a list of books below.  Please read the descriptions and assignments carefully. 
All assignments must be completed by the first day of school.  
 

Mandatory Common Book:  The Bridge Home by Padma Venkatraman 
ISBN-13:  978-1524738136 

As you read the book, please annotate for setting, characterization, conflict, and theme.  
 
 

 
 
    Life is harsh on the teeming streets of Chennai, India, so 
when runaway sisters Viji and Rukku arrive, their prospects 
look grim. Very quickly, eleven-year-old Viji discovers how 
vulnerable they are in this uncaring, dangerous world. 
Fortunately, the girls find shelter--and friendship--on an 
abandoned bridge that's also the hideout of Muthi and Arul, 
two homeless boys, and the four of them soon form a family 
of sorts. And while making their living scavenging the city's 
trash heaps is the pits, the kids find plenty to take pride in, 
too. After all, they are now the bosses of themselves and no 
longer dependent on untrustworthy adults. But when illness 
strikes, Viji must decide whether to risk seeking help from 
strangers or to keep holding on to their fragile, hard-fought 
freedom. 

--Taken from Amazon.com  

 

Written Assignment: 
Answer ONE of the questions below.  Please type or handwrite your response on lined paper.  This 
assignment is due the first day of school.  
 
Question One :  How does the setting affect the characters and their struggles?  Explain your 
response. 
 
Question Two:  The novel is rich with imagery. Choose one scene that you found particularly vivid, 
and describe it.  How does the imagery help you better understand the story? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mandatory 2nd Book 
 
Choose one of the following books that you have not previously read to read this 
summer  in addition to The Bridge Home. Read the novel and be prepared to discuss it 
during the first weeks of school. 

Ready Player One by Ernest Cline 
In the year 2045, reality is an ugly place. The only time teenage Wade Watts really 
feels alive is when he's jacked into the virtual utopia known as the OASIS. Wade's 
devoted his life to studying the puzzles hidden within this world's digital 
confines—puzzles that are based on their creator's obsession with the pop culture 
of decades past and that promise massive power and fortune to whoever can 
unlock them.  

But when Wade stumbles upon the first clue, he finds himself beset by players 
willing to kill to take this ultimate prize. The race is on, and if Wade's going to 
survive, he'll have to win—and confront the real world he's always been so 
desperate to escape. Taken from Amazon.com  

Hope Was Here by Joan Bauer 
When Hope and her aunt move to small-town Wisconsin to take over the local diner, Hope's 
not sure what to expect. But what they find is that the owner, G.T., isn't quite ready to give up 
yet--in fact, he's decided to run for mayor against a corrupt candidate. And as Hope starts to 
make her place at the diner, she also finds herself caught up in G.T.'s campaign--particularly 
his visions for the future. After all, as G.T. points out, everyone can use a little hope to help 
get through the tough times . . . even Hope herself.  Taken from Amazon.com 

 

The Crossover  by Kwame Alexander 
"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . . The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is 
DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. ’Cuz tonight I’m delivering," raps 
twelve-year-old Josh Bell. Thanks to their dad, he and his twin brother, Jordan, are 
kings on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood—he's got mad 
beats, too, which help him find his rhythm when it’s all on the line. 
As their winning season unfolds, things begin to change. When Jordan meets a girl, 
the twins’ bond unravels.Told in dynamic verse, this fast and furious middle grade 
novel that started it all absolutely bounces with rhythm and bursts with heart.  
.  Taken from Amazon  

Hotel at the Corner of Bitter and Sweet  by Jamie Ford 
Ford's...debut [novel] concerns Henry Lee, a Chinese-American in Seattle who, in 1986, has 
just lost his wife to cancer. After Henry hears that the belongings of Japanese immigrants 
interned during WWII have been found in the basement of the Panama Hotel, the narrative 
shuttles between 1986 and the 1940s in a predictable story that chronicles the losses of old 
age and the bewilderment of youth. Henry recalls the difficulties of life in America during 
WWII, when he and his Japanese-American school friend, Keiko, wandered through wartime 
Seattle. Keiko and her family are later interned in a camp, and Henry, horrified by America's 
anti-Japanese hysteria, is further conflicted because of his Chinese father's anti-Japanese 
sentiment. Henry's adult life in 1986 is rather mechanically rendered, and Ford clumsily 
contrasts Henry's difficulty in communicating with his college-age son, Marty, with Henry's 
own alienation from his father, who was determined to Americanize him.   (Feb.) Copyright © 
Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --Taken From 
Amazon.com 

 


