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Top of the Floyd class
Valedictorian: 
Nathalia Reis 104.12 
(weighted)

Intended col-
lege/after high
school plans:

After high
school, I will
be attending
Yale Univer-
sity to contin-
ue my educa-
tional career.
Though I am
not certain of
what exactly I
will do there,
I’m looking forward to exploring and
enjoying a myriad of new experiences
and meeting new people. I hope to pur-
sue a major either in ethics, politics,
and economics or in English. I hope
to find a career that I am truly pas-
sionate about that allows me to make
a positive change in the world, but
as of right now I’m trying to keep an
open mind and see what opportunities
unfold.

Most influential teacher and impact:
Junior year of high school, I took

AP English Language and Composi-
tion with Ms. Viveca Nargi and I have
never had such an influential experi-
ence in my academic career. Through
this course, Ms. Nargi challenged me
to evaluate why I think what I think
and overcome my preconceptions. She
showed me the importance of nuance
and detail in conveying your ideas

through the art of the English lan-
guage. A single word may seem insig-
nificant, but its connotations can have
monumental impacts on how others
understand you. Through this course,
I learned that language is not simply a
way of describing our shared human-
ity±—it is our humanity. Language is
not only the way we speak or read, it
is the way we feel, the way we act, and
the way we live. Outside of class, Ms.
Nargi’s extra-help period was always
a safe space to talk about anything
and everything going on in the world
through an open-minded and accept-
ing lens. Ms. Nargi taught me how to
express my emotions as a strong wom-
an and I would not be the person I am
today if I had not taken her class.

How has your hometown contributed to
your success?

The William Floyd community has
shown me what it truly means to be
strong. In such an incredibly diverse
community, we somehow seem to use
our differences to bring us together.
Throughout all our challenges, from
facing Hurricane Sandy to financial
hardships to the current impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic, our commu-
nity has consistently come together
to overcome the impossible. I am con-
sistently amazed at the incredible sup-
port and love that people in my com-
munity have for each other and I know
that no matter what I do, I always have
that William Floyd family behind me
to support me. My community has giv-
en me the strength to keep going when
times get tough and I will carry that
with me forever.

How do you want to impact the world in your 
lifetime?

I hope to find a way to make the world 
a fairer and more accepting place by 
giving a voice to those who have not had 
the opportunities to do so. As a child 
of immigrants coming from a commu-
nity that faces such unique challenges, 
I’ve seen firsthand how the systems we 
have in place can be less than adequate 
at solving the problems we face, and I 
hope to somehow be able to make an 
impact by changing the way we as a 
society approach fixing these problems. 
I want to keep an open mind and help 
people in the ways they need, not in the 
way I think they need. I hope that even 
[with] small actions, like being kind and 
listening to all opinions, I can start step-
by-step making an impact on the world 
around us.

Salutatorian: 
Maille Bowerman 
103.462 (weighted)

Intended col-
lege/after high
school plans:

I’m plan-
ning on
attending the
U n i v e r s i t y
of Virginia,
where I will
double major
in public pol-
icy and chem-
istry. My goal
is to pursue a
career in policy consulting regarding

environmental issues and infrastruc-
ture.

Most influential teacher and impact:
A teacher that stands out along my

high school teachers is probably Ms. Vive-
ca Nargi, my 11th-grade AP English Lan-
guage and Composition teacher. She truly
taught me the analytical skills I needed to
write better, but also to solve problems in
every subject. Her class taught me how to
listen and really understand others, and
how to open up myself to new experienc-
es and challenges to grow.

How has your hometown contributed to your
success?

The William Floyd community has
shown me what it means to be dedicated,
and more importantly how important it
is to help others. This community never
fails to look out for those who need it
most in the wake of natural disasters,
economic downturns, and even pandem-
ics. The love and support our community
offers and its dedication to give back has
inspired me to do my own community
service, and to push myself to succeed so
that I can give back in the future.

How do you want to impact the world in your
lifetime?

I believe that in order to safeguard our
future, politicians need to start working
with scientists to create smart, proactive
legislation that combats climate change.
My goal is to make policies that over-
haul our existing infrastructure, protect
the communities most at risk, and move
toward an energy-conscious, sustainable
society
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Three candidates for Floyd BOE 
The William Floyd School District will 

hold its annual board of education elec-
tion on June 9 by mail-in ballot only. 
Voting will be held by absentee ballot. 
Registered voters will receive a postage 
paid ballot in the mail by May 29, 2020, and 
must be returned by June 9, 2020 at 5 p.m. 
One incumbent is running unopposed and 
two residents are running to fill the seat 
left by Jeanneane Dawson, who died in 
office in September. 

Robert Tiani 
“My name is Rob-

ert Taiani. I’m a life-
long resident of the 
William Floyd School 
District and a 1991 
graduate. I look for-
ward to continuing 
to serve the William 
Floyd community as a board trustee for 
the next three years. It has been an honor 
to have served on the board of education 
at William Floyd since May 2008. During 
this time, working collaboratively with 
William Floyd District Administration 
and with the support of the William Floyd 
community, we have been able to make 
many necessary improvements to all of 
our school buildings and athletic facil-
ities. However, the district accomplish-
ment that I am most proud of has been 
the growth in our graduation rate from 67 
percent in 2008 to 89 percent in 2019.” 

Angelo Cassarino 
“Having lived in the William Floyd 

School District for 40 years and graduat-
ing from the William Floyd system, I know 
what a wonderful community this is. My 

wife is also a gradu-
ate of William Floyd. 
I am the class of ’94 
and my wife ’93. Both 
our daughters have 
attended the William 
Floyd district. Our 
daughter, Ashley, 
graduated in 2016 
and was captain of 
the cheerleading team, while our young-
est daughter Mia is in seventh grade and 
plays on the soccer and basketball teams 
at William Floyd Middle School. We decid-
ed to start our family here because of the 
fond memories we had growing up and 
the benefits we knew our children would 
receive from the many programs and ded-
icated teachers in the district. 

I decided to run for the board of edu-
cation to help preserve the way of the 
William Floyd education. To work with 
the current administration to preserve 
the 2 percent cap and keep this amazing 
district affordable for our blue-collar com-
munity. We need to fight for more funding 
from the state, especially now, not only to 
keep the programs we have but to expand 
and adapt to the evolving needs of our 
students. 

It’s imperative more now than ever to 
make our impact felt within our district. 
Never did we think we might have to fight 
Albany to keep our schools open. Virtual 
learning should be a tool used to assist 
with education, not replace it. It does 
not outweigh the benefits of socialization 
or one on one, direct interaction with 
teachers. And how are working parents 
supposed to care for their children if they 
are home schooled? The idea of shutting 
schools down is inconceivable. A strong 
education is essential for our students to 

gain more employable skills in a job mar-
ket with already high standards. 

My entire family is extremely proud to 
be Floyd Strong, and I will bring that spir-
it to board meetings and our community.” 

Andrew Schildkraut 
“My name is Andrew Schildkraut and 

I am running for a seat on the William 
Floyd School Board. 

I have been a res-
ident of the William 
Floyd School District 
for 42 years. I attend-
ed William Floyd 
High School and 
graduated in 1995. I 
obtained my degree 
in legal studies from 
St. John’s Universi-
ty and I’m currently employed by the 
Department of Homeland Security. 

People often say home is where you 
hang your hat and for 42 years. I’ve been 
proud to call the tri-hamlet area my home. 
My parents moved here over 45 years ago 
and continue to reside here. My sisters, 
also both Floyd graduates, and their fam-
ilies also reside here in the district. This 
community was a great place to grow up 
in and continues to be a great place to 
raise a family. 

My children currently attend William 
Paca Middle School and Nathaniel Wood-
hull Elementary School. I am pleased to 
be able to raise my two children in the Wil-
liam Floyd School District because of the 
excellent opportunities provided to them. 

I have a clear vision for the provision of 
education for the children in our school 
district. I am passionate about education 
and the endless possibilities it can create 

not only for my children but for all the 
children in the district. 

I attend all school board meetings, 
various PTO meetings and other school 
functions. I am also an executive board 
member of the William Floyd Alumni 
Association. The knowledge I’ve obtained 
by attending and participating in these 
activities has made me acutely aware of 
what our district can become, and should 
continue to strive to be, in the future. 

If elected to the school board, one of my 
goals is to continue to boost community 
involvement, especially when it comes 
to voting and advocating for what we so 
deeply deserve from our representatives 
in Albany. It’s with our voices and our 
votes that the politicians take notice and 
make changes. 

Guided by the motto, “Our rich history 
will build a promising future,” the Wil-
liam Floyd School District helps guide 
and shape the students of today into the 
leaders of tomorrow. 

When elected to the school board, I will 
help achieve these goals by: empowering 
our students to fulfill their academic and 
social passions in a district that is diverse, 
welcoming and inclusive for all students, 
faculty and staff; creating connections 
among education, music, athletics and 
after-school clubs and community service; 
supporting a dynamic faculty dedicated 
to teaching, mentoring and nurturing all 
students; involving our family of alumni 
and friends through innovative programs 
and events that enrich their lifelong rela-
tionship with the William Floyd School 
District; and help redevelop our position 
as one of the top school districts on Long 
Island.” 
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