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Ancient Egyptians Cat Worship

• Ancient Egyptians believed cats could protect against the tiny monsters that 
made Egyptian homes unsafe. They were praised for killing venomous snakes and 
scorpions. 

• Cats in ancient Egypt were deemed as keeping rats and other pests away from 
food such as stored grains.

• Due to cats enjoying basking in the sun, they were linked 

to the Sun God, Ra. This connection helped Egyptians and

Pharoahs to feel protected in war.



Cat Worship

• People often mummified their cats and buried them with 

royalties due to their worship of them.

• The ancient Egyptians held cats in the highest esteem, the penalties for 
injuring or killing a cat were severe.



Good Luck Charms

• People in ancient Egypt believed cats were good luck charms.  

• Charms and amulets depicting cats were worn by men and women to 
protect the home and bring good luck during childbirth. Jewelry was 
shaped into cats and kittens. They were popular New Year gifts.



Mafdet
• Mafdet, also known as Maftet or Mefdet, was the first feline goddess 

Egyptians worshipped.  Her name means “she who runs” due to her 
ability to execute justice. She was considered the goddess of 
judgment, justice, and execution. She is often depicted as a woman 
with the head of a cheetah. Sometimes she had the head of a cat, a 
leopard, a lynx, mongoose, or panther. She had braided hair that 
ended in a scorpion’s tails she may have killed. Sometimes, she wears a 
headdress made of snakes.  She was considered the protector of the 
pharaoh and the first cat goddess to be worshipped .



Sekhmet

• In Egyptian methology, Sekhmet is a warrior goddess as well as goddess of 
healing. She is depicted as a lioness simililar to Mefdet. She was seen as 
the protector of the pharaohs and led them in warfare. Upon death, they 
believed Sekhmet continued to protect them and help them to pass on to 
the afterlife.

• Ancient Egyptians would make sacrifices to her in worship.



Bastet

• Another cat worshipped in ancient Egypt was called Bastet. She was 
described as half woman/half feline. She was the first cat depicted as a 
domestic/pet cat. The name for the goddess came from the main city that 
worshipped her in northern Egypt called Bubastis.

• Pilgrims would leave small cat statues as an offering to Bastet.

• Mummified cats would be sold to pilgrims who would go to the temple of 
the goddess Bastet and give the goddess back a little bit of her energy.



Domestic Cats of Egypt

• Throughout the years, the cat’s image has become a lot softer. The cat of 
modern Egypt has become a goddess of family, fertility, and love. 

• Cats are now loving, important members of Egyptian families and are 
treated with as much respect as their own children. 



Affect of Ancient Egyptian Cats 

• Anyone who’s ever known a spoiled cat knows that they have never 
forgotten the days when they were worshiped. The worship of cats in 
ancient Egypt was well-founded. Cats once saved lives by defending 
families from pests and dangerous animals. Without them, some 
believe civilization might never have survived!
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