Change
the Game

Change the Game
Think, Innovate, Create
A seventh grader explores a vernal pool, wonders about a literary character’s
journey to a new land, practices her band solo, and studies Latin declensions…
and that’s before lunch.
Meanwhile, a junior meets with the college counselor, prepares his student
council speech, spends a free period throwing pots for a service project,
and practices his lines for Othello.
Students try new things every day at PCD, because success here
comes from stepping outside of the box, exploring new territory,
and being an engaged participant.
When you come here with an open mind and are willing to go home
with more questions than answers, you change the game—for yourself
and for those around you.

Find Your
Voice
At PCD we all have something important to say. Every day
we develop our unique points of view and discover new ways
of expressing ourselves. At the same time, we take our
responsibility as listeners seriously—supporting each other’s
individual paths. We travel together and also independently.
We are actors and audience, writers and readers, artists and
critics, musicians and concertgoers. We challenge you to find
your voice, express it, and be heard.

Natasha, 12th Grade
“I was so shy when I came here;
I used to go out of my way to avoid eye
contact and the idea of speaking in
public paralyzed me. But you can’t not
participate here—it’s just what everyone
does. Now I am on the mock trial team,
a lead ambassador, and I ran for school
president. Students have a voice here
and teachers listen. Everyone has a role
and can make a difference. Being on the
Judicial Board forced me to be unbiased
with my friends and it gave me a
platform to advocate for what is right.”

The Rhode Island Philharmonic offers
accomplished musicians, as well as those just
discovering instrumental music, a professional
environment and a state-of-the-art digital piano
lab in which to study, practice, and perform.

Mock trial attorney
Judicial Board justice seeker
Performing artist, turned visual artist
Lead admissions ambassador
Careful listener; confident public speaker
Change agent
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Fit In
by Standing
Out
You have an idea, but it’s a little out there. You want to try
something new but you’re not sure if you’ll be any good. You
have a passion and need a place for it to belong. The best
way to fit in at PCD is to stand out. Fitting in here doesn’t mean
coasting under the radar. When you speak up when you have
something to say and stand up for what you believe, you stand
out alongside your peers.
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“I love math—figuring out the
algorithms and how to solve
problems. I can use the same
kinds of skills to solve other kinds
of problems—to figure out how to
manage my time and get my
homework done. I also love to
sing. And play the trumpet. And play
basketball. I get to do it all here.
I got a solo in the holiday concert and
I was the Genie in the middle school
production of Aladdin. I don’t
have to be one thing. I am always
encouraged to be my best self.”
Problem solver
Juggler (of time)
Singer from the heart
First-time basketball defender
Band member
All-in friend

If you are predisposed to specializing in something
when you come to PCD, you quickly learn that there
is a lot more you want to do.

Make
Something
Better
PCD students understand their role as part of something
bigger than themselves. As such, they know what it means to
make something better—by simply doing their best, and by
going out of their way to lend a hand. Whether holding the door
for a friend, helping a peer with a challenging geometric proof,
putting a smile on someone’s face, or raising money for hurricane
victims, every day PCD students leave school, and the world
around them, better than they found it.

Ava, 10th Grade
“As a new freshman, I loved PCD’s
welcoming community and I learned
quickly that I can always get help
when I need it. The bus ride on the
way to our orientation/activity day
was very quiet but super noisy on the
way back because we all belonged.
I have classes and sports and arts
with kids in other grades so my
circle of friends is much bigger than
I expected, but I still have all the
advantages of a small school. Now
I’m part of that welcoming community
and I know I can make something
better by always putting my best
foot forward.”
Mathlete
Thespian
First time volleyball team member
Emerging artist
Admissions ambassador
Proactive help seeker and giver

Two all-school days of service send more than 200
PCD students and faculty members into the greater
Providence community to help those in need.

PCD is a no-judge
zone. You can try
anything and not
worry if you’ll be
good or not. You are
always appreciated
for who you are.

See Things
Differently
You think you know the answer. In fact you know you know
the answer. But when you get to class you are challenged to
consider a different point of view—to imagine that there might
be a different right answer. Was the author’s intent really
what you assumed it to be? What informed your classmate’s
perspective? When we check our assumptions at the door we are
free to pursue understanding with humility and an open mind.
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“When I came to PCD I expected
more freedom—the chance to
be creative, the flexibility to be
responsible for my free time, and
the opportunity to build relationships
with my teachers and my friends.
I found all that and more. I am
always free (and encouraged) to
share my opinions in class and
there are always new ways to use
my talents and discover ones
I didn’t know I had. I took drawing
for the first time, and, come to find
out, I’m not bad. I never would have
tried that at home.”
World citizen
First-time sailor
Budding artist
Chess enthusiast
Fashionista
Respectful listener

Working together in small groups allows students
to share ideas and benefit from each other’s
different strengths.

Get Your
Hands Dirty
Planting a seed, throwing a pot, protecting the goal—these are
messy enterprises. But getting your hands dirty at PCD also means
being bold enough to try something new and open minded enough to
think you might like it. Whether raising your hand in class, offering a
helping hand to someone in need, or joining hands with teammates,
this is a place where doing is an essential part of learning.

Serenna, 8th Grade
I have learned that
making mistakes is
better than not trying.

“I was so nervous about meeting
new people, being with older kids,
fitting in, and the sports requirement
when I started as a 6th grader. I had
never played basketball and now
I LOVE it and I’m the team captain!
I never made anything with clay
before and I LOVE clay and can’t wait
to do more art. I never played in a
band before…now I play the flute and
can read music. And science…science
is so fun because ever y day is
something new and I’m learning
together with my friends.”
Team captain
Confident hand raiser
Math lover
Supportive friend and classmate
Early homework finisher
Athlete (who knew?)

Ten acres of campus
woodlands and wetlands
are the focal point of the
Living Classroom,
where trails and the
Nature Pavilion provide
ample opportunities
for cross-disciplinary
environmental exploration.

Make Some
Noise
The bell rings, lockers close, chatter flows, footsteps
race. Sticks on sticks; balls on courts, in mitts, on racquets;
breathing hard, cheering, encouraging… These are the
sounds of PCD afternoons, as students shift from classrooms
to athletic arenas. Everyone plays. Travel team veteran and
first-time team member: you belong. Here you will experience
the quiet satisfaction of personal growth and the irrepressible
joy of celebrating with teammates. Making noise at PCD
is making a footprint, having an impact—inside the
classroom and out.

Oliver, 10th Grade
“Our tennis team could surprise the
competition this year. We are scrappy
but we are all working together
towards the same goal—that’s
one of the things I love about
team sports. It’s the same in the
classroom here. Physics is super
challenging but it’s all hands on and
everyone helps each other. Plus,
my teacher is so interesting and
smart and she explains things
really well. She makes me want to
try harder when the topics are hard
to understand. That’s what ‘making
noise’ here means to me…doing
your best, getting involved, raising
your hand, and being a leader.”

PCD’s athletic requirement creates opportunities for
skill building, self-discovery, and collaborative growth.

Tennis team captain
PCD Knight right from the start
Organized goal getter
First year Latin lover
Poet
Runner for charity

I have learned a lot this year, especially
that I am persistent and hardworking
and I don’t give up easily.

Start here–
Go there
For every student who has gone through PCD’s red doors,
there is a different journey that has been taken. We share the
same space; we work, learn, and grow together—but also
independently. So, too, our alumni leave here prepared for new
and distinct journeys. PCD graduates pack up with more
than a foundation for college. They take confidence, experience,
and a willing spirit that support them in a world that says,
“I am yours! Make of me what you will!”

Meredith Hughes ’01

Darlington James Martor ’10

Yale University ’05
Harvard University, AM ’07, Ph.D. ’10
UC, Berkeley, Miller Post Doctoral Fellowship
Assistant Professor of Astronomy,
Wesleyan University

Connecticut College ’14
Concordia University Irvine, MA ’16
Grant Administrator, James Irvine Foundation
Founder, Anything is Everything

“I didn’t used to know that being an astronomer
was a career path that someone like me could
follow. I loved math and science, and my
teachers at PCD helped me explore my options.
I remember Mr. Brock encouraging me to switch
to a senior physics class with all boys as a
freshman, and Mrs. Tripp giving me a biography
about Lise Meitner as a way of providing female
role models (I’m not sure she knew that she
already was one!).
Today, as a university professor and explorer
of space, I research debris discs (a type of
space dust) to learn about planetary system
properties. I am still in a male-dominated field

I succeeded at Yale and
Harvard largely because of
my great teachers at PCD.

but I have had a lot of support and practice
navigating male-dominated environments from
that first physics class at PCD. I appreciate all
of the unexpected ways that PCD pushed me to
grow into a better scientist: being able to write
clearly, speak in front of large groups—whether
a classroom or a conference of scientists
from around the world—and dream big.
When you’re a professor at a liberal arts college,
you hear a lot of buzzwords about education—
things like active learning and flipped classrooms.
I am reminded how Mr. Ossman used these
same “new techniques” at PCD in his classes
for decades. That’s the way I learned math there,
and now I can’t help but incorporate many of
his teaching practices into my own classrooms.
Knowing how to teach myself became one of
the pillars of my ability to do research at the
forefront of astrophysics and discover new
things about the universe that nobody has ever
thought about before.”

“I came to the US as an 11-year-old refugee
from Liberia and was lucky to attend PCD in
my high school years. Soccer was key to my
personal growth. Both as a competitive youth
soccer player and as a newcomer in a vastly
different academic and cultural setting at PCD,
soccer helped me find my footing and belong.
PCD was academically challenging at first
but with my teachers’ support and patience it
was easier for me to transition and adapt.

After PCD I continued to put myself in new
situations. I studied abroad in South Africa
and China to pursue independent research.
As I adapted to environments that were completely
different from my own I learned that when you
are truly out of your comfort zone you find out
who you really are.
I emerged from grad school with a deep sense
of purpose for the betterment of African youth—
specifically in Liberia. That’s when I started
Anything Is Everything (AIE)—a non-profit
committed to nurturing kids in Liberia through
academics and sports. I continue to learn and
grow as I go along. Every day I consciously and
strategically work toward my goal to establish
a full academy that provides Liberian students
abundant opportunities through academics,
sports, and technology. Eventually I will go
“home.” The best way I can contribute to my
country of birth is by investing in its youth with
education, skills, and opportunities. With the
right foundation they will be able to make a
difference and extend the opportunities to
future generations. That’s how I got to where
I am today and I’m paying it forward.”

PCD taught me a lot about
patience. My teachers were
patient with me when they
didn’t have to be. They
believed in me and allowed
me to believe in myself.

Montana Campbell ’12

Anthony Esteves ’04

Purdue ’16
Ross University of Veterinary Medicine,
St. Kitts, DVM Candidate ’20

Rhode Island School of Design ’09
Designer/Architect, Builder, Sculptor,
Environmentalist

Ultimately my goal is to care for animals but there
are many forms that could take, so we’ll see
where I end up. PCD taught me that I don’t have

“I wanted to be a professional baseball player.
When I started at PCD in 5th grade it’s all I could
think about. Well, that and art. I was happiest on
the baseball field and in the art studio, where I
spent most of my free time. Later, as a college
freshman the baseball culture didn’t suit me and

to do just one thing, so I’m not too worried
about my final destination at this point. I learned
how to manage (aka, juggle) my time at PCD.
I rely on those skills today as I continue my
coursework, my research, and my Saturday
morning downtime with the St. Kitts Sea Turtle
Monitoring Network. It’s challenging but I love
it, so it doesn’t seem like work at all.”

The strong sense of community at PCD
made me feel understood and appreciated.
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“As an animal sciences major in college, with
a concentration in pre-veterinary medicine,
I conducted an independent research project on
Eastern Box Turtles genetics. My specific interest
in turtles and my general love for science was
inspired by Ms. Gelardi in my bio class at PCD.
She made me a confident scientific inquirer; she
noticed how I made connections and she fostered
my curiosity. I was so lucky to go on her Belize
trip junior year, which definitely was a life-changing
experience. There were so many firsts: it was
the first time I had been outside the US; the first
time I’d seen marine life outside of books or an
aquarium; the first time I realized how fortunate
I was to go to school; to have clean drinking
water. Later, when I went to Haiti with a college
group to present at an international forum, and
then went to vet school in St. Kitts, I was better
equipped than many of my peers to embrace the
differences in culture and manage the differences
in available resources.

I wanted to explore what it meant to be an artist.
As a sculpture major at RISD and afterwards,
during a transformative aesthetic journey to
Japan, I was drawn to the juxtaposition of the
sacred and profane in architecture, and that idea
continues to inform my work today as a designer
and builder in Maine. I love to try new things,
new processes—use proven concepts in new
ways, respect history but not be bound by it,
respect the land and build in harmony with it.
My PCD teachers helped me discover abilities
I didn’t know I had. I remember Ms. Karl
challenging me to make my art bigger. Today,
making a 30-foot building doesn’t intimidate me.
The geometry, trig, and physics turned out to be
essential. Now I combine art and science every
day—infusing my buildings with emotion while
honoring the laws of physics. Baseball taught
me life lessons too—to be quick, balanced, in
the moment, and mentally sure. After PCD I
never felt insecure about not knowing something.
People listened to me there and supported me
so I could take risks. I still rely on that
confidence today. That’s the deal, right? To
constantly stay open to learning, stay curious,
not get stubborn, ask questions and absorb.”

PCD was a great place
for me. I always felt
supported and heard.

See for
yourself.
Nothing can take the place of experiencing
PCD first hand. Watch our Accept the
Challenge videos for an insider snapshot
and/or make an appointment to visit
and fully understand how PCD changes
the game.
Scan or visit www.providencecountryday.org/admissions/accept-the-challenge-videos

Just the facts
Campus Size: 31.5 acres (including
10-acre Living Classroom)
Communities: 45+ communities in
southeastern New England

Average Class Size: 12 students
Number of Teaching Faculty: 36
Number of Teaching Faculty with
advanced degrees: 24

Founded: 1923
Grades: 6–12
Enrollment: 210 students

Athletic Teams: PCD offers a
wide range of athletic opportunities,
including baseball, basketball,
cross countr y, fencing, football,
golf, ice hockey, lacrosse, sailing,
soccer, swimming, tennis, track
and field, and volleyball.

Affiliations: NAIS (National Association of
Independent Schools), NEASC (New England
Association of Schools and Colleges), AISNE
(Association of Independent Schools in New England),
SSATB (Secondary School Admission Test Board).

Clubs: 15+ co-curricular clubs and activities
Students Receiving Financial Aid: 40%
Number of Alumni: 4,270

Uniquely
PCD
Inquiry Based Learning: growing the next generation of thinkers,
creators, and innovators
Across all of PCD’s disciplines, a foundation of inquiry-based learning
ensures that both content and assessments are student-centered, relevant,
and meaningful. When students discern what is most important and
interesting in a topic they are more invested; when students ask the
questions that guide inquiry, a spark is ignited that automatically inspires
and empowers them to find the answers.
PCD students learn that the right questions are often more important
than the right answers and that understanding process can be more
helpful and longer lasting than memorizing facts.
By creating a student experience that is intentional in its commitment to
developing each student’s curiosity, PCD teachers:
• help each student identify and develop his/her unique strengths
• prepare students for the demands of an ever changing world

Inquiry Based Learning underscores every classroom activity
as well as the unique programs that you will find only at PCD.
Arts Winter Session—a seven-week art term for students with full-year art commitments.
The Atlas—a seven-day rotating daily schedule with built-in flexibility and improved workflow.
John H. Chafee Leadership Forum—an annual leadership and public service conference.
The Compass—unique grade level experiences that help students think about who they are
and where they are going, culminating with the college search and placement process.

Community Curriculum—year-long themes that frame explorations into challenging but
often ignored topics in order to foster tolerance and understanding.
Earth Day—a full day of programming, workshops and community service projects focused
on sustainability and environmental stewardship.

Middle School Capstone—year-end, theme-based investigative projects that draw on the
research, analytical, and presentation skills developed throughout the year.

Middle School Drop & Read—a hands-on literature-based intensive that includes
multi-disciplinary research, discussions, and presentations through group activities.
The Nature Lab—a cross-curricular initiative that focuses on environmental respect and
stewardship using our 10-acre Living Classroom.

Physics First—In 1986 PCD created a “Physics First” science curriculum—a sequence
that is now recommended by science reform experts throughout the country.

Rhode Island Philharmonic Partnership—offering PCD musicians professional
facilities and instruction as part of the normal school day.

RISD Design Lab—RISD’s Industrial Design department collaborates with PCD middle
schoolers to inform its Design for Children course.

Senior Wellness Program—a series of workshops that addresses the many issues
facing college-bound seniors, providing skills to manage stress—now and in the future.
Service—PCD’s formal service requirement reinforces the importance of giving to others
and recognizes the efforts of students who extend themselves to do so.
World Arts Day—a full day of community-wide teacher and student-led workshops
that enliven the campus with all manner of self-expression.
Visit our website for more information about these and other PCD initiatives.

Mission
The mission of The Providence Country Day School is to inspire lives
of engaged citizenship in an inclusive community that values the unique
strengths of all students. By setting high standards for academic
achievement, ethical behavior, and community participation, PCD
empowers students to grow with confidence and prepare for a lifetime of
learning and leadership to meet the challenges of an ever-changing world.

Core Values
Commitment and Participation—Individual commitment and active participation
are the personal contributions that open doors to confidence and competence. Growth
is the triumphant result of surpassing one’s own expectations.

Diversity—Diversity is the wealth of our community. When we embrace the many
perspectives among us, we are enriched with an increased cultural awareness and
sense of belonging.

Hard Work—Persistence and hard work are essential ingredients for success
in all areas of personal growth and achievement.

Honesty—Honesty is the foundation of our community. Our strength is secured by trust,
and that trust grows through truth in actions and words.
Intellectual Curiosity—Intellectual curiosity is the spark that drives us toward
academic excellence.

Respect—Respect for oneself, for others, for ideas and for property—is the vital
connection that makes every individual a valued member of our community.

Teamwork—Shared experiences and teamwork embody the interdependence of each
member of our school, and fulfill our potential as a dynamic community of learners.

