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Principal’s Message
Dear Parents and Students
Welcome back to you all and I hope we have all reconnected once again in this new normal where we all find
ourselves
The Dutch government has allowed the restart of lessons in the local primary sector, and currently aims to
reopen secondary schools on June 2nd. With this in mind I would like to provide you with preliminary
information and needs in preparation for this.
The basic principles are high levels of hygiene and social (physical) distance of 1.5 metres (or two arms
apart). These are the basis by which we all need to operate and which we must respect. I would like parents
to talk to students about these non-negotiable principles that we all need to adhere to fully.
It is important that we acknowledge that coming back to school is a process. Students have received their
education and learning has continued. Coming back to the buildings is to give students a sense of
normality and to reconnect with life as we want them to experience, i.e., is not all about academic study,
but relates to their social experience and helps them emotionally with what we all know has been a stressful
time.
So, for your information and action, the below is key to work towards June 2nd, 2020.
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

6.

All lessons will remain asynchronous and online. Teachers will work with students face to face on
the content shared online when in school during the rest of the term.
Parents will have the choice to send their children to school or not. Please ensure that your
decision is communicated to the Head of Section/Deputy Principal.
We will have a two-week transition period from June 2nd to June 12, 2020.
a. During the above dates, our Grade 11 and Grade 9 (exam years) will be brought to school in
the morning.
b. Grade 11 will attend Senior Campus and Grade 9 will attend Junior Campus.
c. Our Grade 6 students will come in the afternoon to the Junior Campus.
d. Lessons in the morning will run from 10:00 to 12:15 (period 3 and 4) with no break. This is
for Grade 11 and Grade 9.
e. Lessons in the afternoon will run from 13:00 to 14:30 (periods 6 and 7) with no break.
The above avoids rush hour and allows time for students and teachers to move between buildings if
necessary and gives us the time to transition into the start of the third week.
As from June 15, 2020, we will have a clear format that allows for 1.5 metres social distancing. We
will bring 50% of the student population to school with the other half at home.
a. Students will alternate each day from being in school to being at home.
b. The principle of asynchronous provision continues. So students in school and at home
receive the same provision.
All information will be shared via Magister which will be used so that students will know when to
come to school.

More practical information, which is part of the compulsory government directive:
1.
2.

Senior and Junior campus will have a single access route. This will be shared with you next week.
School premises will be thoroughly cleaned daily and weekly.
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3.
4.
5.

Each classroom will have a hygiene dispenser, spray and tissues.
Students must carry with them hand gel, tissues and wipes for their personal use.
Students are allowed to wear a face mask and gloves if the families wish,but please inform the
Head of Section/Deputy Principal with a clear rationale for your decision.
6. Students must be in good health to come to school. If there are any signs of cold, flu,
temperature, etc. students must remain at home. This applies to staff too.
7. Students will not be provided with photocopied material due to the risk of contamination and all
information will be digitally shared. Therefore students will need to use their exercise books and
take/make appropriate notes and annotations. To help with this, our tutors will be delivering some
sessions on note taking and note making - a great skill to have anyway going forward. However, in
the meantime, please see here a tutoring lesson for students to commence this process.
8. Students will not share pens or headphones due to the risk of infection.
9. Students will not have access to their lockers for the same reason.
10. Students will need to bring their own food if necessary. The canteen service will be closed for the
time being.
11. Students must leave school premises immediately when they finish school to go home safely,
especially if they are to use public transport.
12. Some lessons may not run in schools as members of staff are part of the at-risk group.
Some of the above may change depending on what the government stipulates on May 20th. So there will be
more to come.
In other matters, Foundation tutors will retake their official functions. Therefore, please engage with
them on matters related to attendance, performance and any other issues. Please communicate with
their student tutors.
To clarify, our end-of-year exam period will not take place. The grade will be obtained from the work
that students are doing via their Continuous Assessment (CA) in their subjects. Any further information
you need about this, please go via the Head of Section/Deputy Principal. Due to the above, in terms of
schedules and dealing with a different format, grades cannot be put in Magister during Term 3, but they will
be notified to students.
Next Thursday, May 21 is a bank holiday, so there will be no lessons.
Our Higher Education department has sent key information about universities. Please find here the link.
I am sharing below some photo material from our popular Instagram account. Great messages of
encouragement have taken place and wonderful artwork done by our students. As ever, we are very proud of
them.

Dr Gilbert-Sáez
Principal - RISS

3

RISS Instagram
We have been very busy keeping our RISS Instagram alive and up to date. If you don't follow us yet,
you can do so if you click here.
We invite you to think about how we
would be able to show what our
students are doing now. Perhaps
you see your child working hard
behind their computers, joining the
RISS Fitness Club, Thursday Clubs or
anything else that you would like to
share with the community. Please
do not hesitate to send us a photo
that we can post. We always like
showing off the amazing things our
students do. We like to challenge
you to think with your children how
we can engage and keep the
community strong. Please send your
entries to clu@wolfert.nl.
Charline
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Middle Years
Grade 10 IB Preparation
All grade ten students have been sent an email inviting them into a new Google Classroom
which has resources to help them to prepare for IB and other further study. Over the next
few weeks more resources will be added covering a variety of core knowledge. Students
have been told to focus initially on the Study Skills and TOK resources - reading and
practicing them; simply reading them is not enough. These are key skills that need practice
and are very important to develop for the next level of their learning.

IGCSE Entries
We are now collating and checking the evidence-based predicted grades ready for submission to
CIE. These will, as previously described, be processed by Cambridge and compared to our
historical data and the data from the other 6,000 international schools. They may, then, ask us to
provide the evidence for selected students to support our predictions. CIE will then finalise the
grade boundaries and may adjust grades up or down.

Release of grades
We expect the results from Cambridge on or before 11th August 2020 at 07:00 ECT. All students
and their parents have been sent their individual login details to obtain their grades on the release
date. Please make sure that you download and keep the PDF safe ready to use on the 11th August.
As we have previously stated, we are forbidden from passing on to parents/guardians/students,
the predicted grades that we send to CIE. Please also be cautious that, although recent
performance will of course, be taken into account, these grades are based on evidence of student
performance for the whole syllabus for each subject.
We wish all of our students every success with their results.

Return of Textbooks
Once the school is open we will, when it is safe, arrange for the return of textbooks for grade ten
students. Our priority is safety for all and we will only do this when the situation and conditions
are suitable.
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Dutch Language Exams - Middle Years
This is an update on the changes for our Dutch exams in the Middle Years (i.e. IGCSEs) over the
next two years. We have had to make these changes as a result of CIE withdrawing their Dutch
IGCSE offering; the Dutch First exam has already been withdrawn and next year is the last year that
the Dutch Foreign exam will be provided. This means that for all the current Grade 9 students, this
will be the last cohort to take it. This is, unfortunately, beyond our control, however we need to
find other possibilities as the Government directive is that Dutch is compulsory for all students. In
this respect, we have found excellent alternatives.
Dutch First
For our Dutch First students, we will be offering the Language One course beginning September
2020 for our incoming Grade 9 students. This is an excellent course, tailored to lead into the IB and
is already used by many other international schools in the Netherlands.
Dutch Foreign
For our Dutch Foreign students we will be offering our own curriculum, much like the current
IGCSE curriculum, but tailored to our needs, so that students are able to produce a certificate of
language proficiency using the CNAVT certificate exam.
All students will have the option to sit the internationally accepted official qualification CNAVT
certificate exams in May for Grade 10, 2022. All Dutch first language learners can take the C1 exam,
which is recognised by Dutch universities (WO) and university of applied sciences (HBO). These
exams provide certification that follows the Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages (CEFR). The certificate is valid for two years which will enable students to use it to assist
with applications to universities or other educational establishments. We will introduce these
courses with the new Grade 9 students (currently Grade 8) in September 2020.
We would like above all to reassure you that we have worked hard to make sure that our students,
of all levels, continue to have access to appropriate levels of Dutch education as well as
qualifications that credit meaningfully their level, and provide a university path via an IB Dutch
education, i.e., Dutch A (first language) and Dutch B (acquisition language) courses in the IB.
Our Dutch staff are highly experienced and qualified to deliver these courses. They have always
achieved excellent results and we have complete confidence that they will also make a success of
this new offering.
If you have any questions then please feel free to contact Ms. Libert, LLI@wolfert.nl.
Kind regards
Philip Roberts
Head of Middle Years
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Foundation - UPDATE
Dear Foundation Years Parents and Students,
We hope our students had a lovely holiday, and took the time to rest and get ready for the
last stretch of the school year.
This week the lessons for Art, Music, Drama and PE have started again and according to the
feedback from the teachers it has been going well. This also means that there are an
increase of lessons to the students’ timetables and I would like to encourage them all to
keep up their good work of planning and organizing their time to ensure that all their
homework and assignments are completed and submitted on time.
From next week, our tutors in the Foundation Years will also be more involved again in
following up on the progress and performance of our students. You are welcome to contact
them, if you have any questions regarding this. However, I would like to kindly ask you to
direct any queries regarding the re-opening of the school and continuous assessment to me.
I would be happy to answer any questions you might have.
I would also like to remind the students again about the online clubs that are running (Art,
Fitness, Random Skills). They are still able to join these clubs and are welcome to contact
the teachers leading the clubs.
I wish you all a lovely weekend.
All the best, and stay healthy!
Kind regards,

Ms Swart
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IBDP - UPDATE
Grade 12
If any student has forgotten, the IBDP results are released on 6 July 2020.
The IB has released additional information on the process of how they determine the final IBDP
grades without the final exam, detailed information can be found here: For your convenience we
have summarized the key information below.
As you know IB has cancelled all exams for the May 2020 session. To provide students with valid
and recognised IB results, the IB will mark most student coursework (also known as internal
assessments such as the language orals and the geography fieldwork) in place of the exams.

Assessing student work for May 2020
Following the cancellation of written examinations for the May 2020 session, the IB has developed
a process to ensure student work that will be reliably assessed and can be used to provide valid
results:
●
●
●

●
●

Schools have submitted most student coursework which is usually marked by teachers.
The network of 13,000 IB examiners have been trained to mark this coursework and are
now beginning the process of marking over 500,000 pieces of student work.
The IB has well-established processes with built in quality controls to ensure that
Examiners and Moderators work to the same standards to ensure reliable marks for
students.
Predicted grades have been uploaded by schools and will be used in line with standard IB
grading processes.
Alongside coursework marks and predicted grades the IB will be undertaking significant
data analysis from previous exam sessions, individual school data, subject data to ensure a
rigorous process that will mean student results will continue to be recognised.

Awarding final grades
Once marking is complete, the IB will use these marks to begin the process of awarding grades and
final results:
●
●
●

The IB has identified links between coursework marks, predicted grades and final awarded
grades.
Using historical data, together with this session’s coursework marking and predicted
grades, will allow the IB to set the grade boundaries for each subject this May.
To ensure due diligence the IB has partnered with an organization who specialises in data
analysis, standards, assessment and certification.
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●
●

Together, they have developed a model for awarding grades which has been tested
against historical data to ensure due diligence.
Grades will be converted into points that contribute to the student’s overall Diploma
Programme results.

Some parents have enquired about refunding of IB exam fees: the IB has communicated that they
will provide more information to all finance questions in due course. The IB’s primary focus of
activity currently is to provide a valid and reliable mechanism to ensure students can be awarded
the Diploma, Career-related Programme certificate or course certificates.
Tutor time:
In order to maintain some contact, voluntary tutor lessons are still scheduled for students who
would like to check in with their tutors and ask any questions. With the completion of CAS by all
students, all official IB matters have now been finished.
A few matters remain:
● Grade 12 students are reminded to empty their Google drive folder by downloading
important information they want to keep and download all important emails with
attachments connected to their school documents as access to their school emails will not
be possible once they have graduated.
● Information will be shared next week on the return of textbooks to school.

Grade 11
Extended Essay
The Extended Essay (EE) process is underway. All students should have discussed their plan with
their supervisor and should have started the literature review. Our librarian, Ms. DeBattista-Bier
and Mr. Mottram have added valuable resources to the EE Google Classroom. See the screenshot
for more details and please take a close look at them.
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Upcoming Extended Essay Deadlines
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

May 25-31: end of lit review. First formal reflection session with supervisor. Tasks to
accomplish:
Finalising question
Discussing key resources/issues
Writing first reflection
Co-creation of an essay outline
June 1-5: students submit outline to supervisor for final approval
June 8-12: feedback on outlines from supervisors
July 10: first draft due- minimum of 2000 words
July 10-17: feedback on first draft

CAS
The first year of CAS is almost in the books. Ms. Libert and Ms. De Vries would like to reiterate the
minimum requirements for the 11th grade CAS-portfolio:
- all 7 Learning Outcomes covered
- a minimum of 30 reflections
- a completed CAS-project
- two CAS-activities started (quarantine-CAS) after the closure of the school
If your initial project could not run due to Covid-19, you should investigate creative ways to get
this important aspect of CAS done. Please contact your CAS-advisor to discuss options, as there
are ways to meet the project requirements under these unique circumstances. By all means do not
delay completion of the project to 12th grade (DP2).
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Ms. Libert and Ms. De Vries have worked out a way for you to reflect on your first year of CAS. The
deadline for completing this task is June 26. In short you will be asked to send a video, podcast or
screencastify in which you reflect on the CAS-experiences you completed this year. Details will be
sent via email by Wednesday of next week.
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Government measures as from May 11th, 2020
Follow this link for the new measures as from May 11th, 2020.
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