
                                                                                                
                       

 

 

 

DAC Meeting Minutes 

Date: 9/18/19, 5:30pm 

Location: KCPS BOE Building 

 

Demonte Rochester, DAC Chair 

 Welcomed everyone  

 Theme of meeting is “Empowerment” 

 Introduced Dr. Mark Bedell 

 

KCPS Superintendent Dr. Bedell 

 He wants to see our community, our parents, and our students empowered 

 Hopes the DAC meetings will grow to the point the meetings will have to move to a larger venue 

 Talked about the 2018-2023 five year Strategic Plan for KCPS and succeeding in alignment of 

that Plan with his cabinet and staff 

 There are some teacher vacancies remaining such as art and music, but other surrounding 

districts are facing similar challenges 

 Challenges facing KCPS include: 

o Reaching the 90/90 attendance goal, needs family support to get students to school 

o Student transportation is better, but still needs improved 

o Perception of the district, we are not the district of 10 years ago 

 We need to develop consistency to insure our scholars thrive and we’ll teach them how to 

advocate for themselves 

 The new KCPS Student District Advisory Committee is having its first meeting today 

 

 

KCPS Family Empowerment Zone- Courtney Adams, Family and Community Outreach 

Coordinator 

 The new family empowerment center is housed within Central High School 

 If schools need materials for their own parent rooms, just contact Courtney and she can provide 

some materials 

 This new space at Central will also provide screenings and training opportunities for vendors 

 Provided 3 handouts 

o Procedure to speak to the Board of Education (see Attachment A) 

o Fostering Success at Home flyer (see Attachment B) 

o Save the Date flyer for Oct 18th training on “Reframing Family Engagement for School 

and District Leaders (see Attachment C) 

 The center will also provide family needs such as towels and toiletries for families, donations of 

supplies are welcomed 

 

 



                                                                                                
                       

 

 

 

Parent Education and Empowerment Center- Jauqua Wilkins, Urban League of Greater KC Vice 

President of Programs and Operations 

 Offices located at 1710 Paseo 

 The Urban League provides many services and will go to the school to advocate for students 

 She provided a flyer on their Parent Education and Empowerment Center (PEEC, see Attachment 

D) 

 

Justice in the Schools- Cori Smith, Legal Aid of Western MO Project Director 

 They are a KCPS Partner, website https://www.kcpublicschools.org/justice 

 Started a Pilot Program in Sept. 2018 

 Goal is to stabilize families and students thru legal assistance 

 Primary area of assistance is helping families with housing and eviction issues, but they do many 

additional types of assistance 

 Slideshow presentation “Justice in Schools Presentation_Final (1).pptx” (file on DAC minutes 

webpage) 

 Contact info:  Phone 816-418-2061, csmith@lawmo.org  

KCPS Technology Resources- Joe Phillips, Director of Technology 

 Departments Vision is “To be the best ever IT department” 

 Slideshow presentation “KCPS IT DAC Presentation 9_18_2019.pptx” (file on DAC minutes 

webpage) 

 They are intent on training teachers to use the technology they roll out putting instruction first 

 They will also train students, staff, and parents how to utilize various aspects of the technology 

 They have established a replacement schedule for various pieces of technology to assure budget 

needs are in place 

 “Lightspeed Relay” is used to track how users are using the new technology and will be rolled 

out in the next few weeks 

 IT Firewalls have been updated 

 Meeting participant asked for parents to receive training on how to use Tyler effectively 

 Meeting participant asked about the weak wi-fi signal in the BOE building and he indicated that 

is in the process of being addressed by vendors adding signal repeaters and boosters 

 Meeting participant also asked for enhancements to Tyler to push additional info out to students 

and parents, Mr. Phillips indicated they will suggest this to the vendor for Tyler 

 

Starting PTA/PTSA in your school- Christine Kent, Missouri PTA Vice President of Field Services 

and Susan Gruber, Missouri PTA President 

 All PTA officers are volunteers, no paid staff 

 They are national education advocates, whereas PTOs only deal with district level issues 

 The MO PTA will be chairing an important State of Missouri Education Committee 

https://www.kcpublicschools.org/justice


                                                                                                
                       

 

 

 

 Slideshow presentation “Revised starting a PTA unit FEB 2019.pptx” (file on DAC minutes 

webpage) 

 

Junior Achievement (JA) - Kate Hood, JA of Greater KC Senior Program Manager 

 JA empowers students to be financially successful and literate 

 They partner with community volunteers to bring their program into the schools such as “JA in a 

Day”, a one to two day training event 

 They take students to actual job sites and sponsor college career fairs 

 In the Fall of 2020 they will be opening a new site called “JA Biztown” that will fill the void 

created when “Exchange City” closed about three years ago 

 

DAC Survey and closing remarks 

 Demonte reminded everyone to fill out the DAC Survey and turn it in to him 

 The survey will help DAC identify topics for future meetings 

 

Meeting Adjourned 
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