
                                                                                                
                       
 

 
 

DAC Meeting Minutes 
Date: 4/17/19, 5:30pm 
Location: KCPS BOE Building 
 
Susan Stocking, DAC Chair 

• Welcomed everyone and noted this is last DAC meeting of the school year 
• Reviewed some of this school years DAC activities and guest speakers (see Attachment A) 
• DAC has been building partners and relationships across the District 

 
Parent Camp- Laura Gilchrist, Vice President of Parent Camp 

• Uses an innovative strategy to engage families  
• Laura helps schools hold these Parent Camp events and did one at Paseo High School 
• Noted that families receive emails that are difficult to understand or view on their cell phones 

which causes them anxiety, but schools are improving that process with the help of these Parent 
Camps 

• Parent Camp is endorsed by the US Department of Education whose Director of Outreach is 
Carrie Jasper 
 

Transgender Youth Project- Chelsea Daniels, Coordinator 
• Growing up transgender means overcoming concepts that “It’s just a phase”, trouble accessing 

effective health care, and recognizing that their lives are just different 
• Challenges and Issues include: 

o Family abandonment, abuse, and foster care 
o School bullying and ineffective policies 
o Community harassment and discrimination 
o Mental health issues of anxiety, depression, and suicide 

• The Project plans to provide drop-in Centers that provide emergency placement, community 
outreach, and counseling 

• What can you do to help includes reach out to transgender organizations, provide aid to those 
organizations, and never be afraid to stand against hate and ignorance 

 
Table Breakout Sessions- Attendees rotated between 3 group table sessions 

• Getting parent organizations started and leading that meeting- Lisa Gooden of FLA (see 
Attachment B) 

o Pick a meeting date, time, and place 
o Build relationships to other parents 
o Invite as many families as possible 
o Host the meeting 
o Be sure to have a meeting agenda 
o Use the time effectively with defined questions  
o Allow administration to share their thoughts 



                                                                                                
                       
 

 
 

o Plan for the next get together 
• Effective communication to engage your school community- Aire Wilson of Lincoln College 

Prep (see Attachment C) 
o Lincoln creates and distributes a weekly email newsletter that includes info from a 

variety of sources, it acts as a clearing house for multiple activities 
o Lincoln holds a monthly School Advisory Committee (SAC) meeting with one key topic 

which can be about club offerings, college readiness, meeting sports coaches, etc. 
o Some schools use Friday flyers to send home with students due to limited parent email 

access, as the parent has to opt-in to receiving the email newsletter (opt-in occurs at the 
SAC meetings and other school events) 

• Coordinating and building your volunteer base at school- Julia Ball of Hale-Cook 
o Julie acts as the primary volunteer coordinator and asks the teachers and principle for 

their volunteer needs 
o Organizing volunteers occurs primarily early in the school year and if a parent isn’t 

recruited early they tend not to be part of the school’s volunteering program 
o Volunteers have to go thru the District’s screening system prior to working in the school 

and that system has improved over the last year 
o The school provides a form for volunteers to sign up for open volunteer needs 
o A volunteer celebration event is held to thank all volunteers 
o Group discussed the need to have the screening process and volunteer form in Spanish 

and other ESL versions 
 
2019-2020 DACX Elections- Lisa Gooden and Susan Stocking, DACX 

• Summarized the voting process 
o 1 vote per school, if more than one representative the schools should caucus to make the 

vote decision 
o Voter from each school must register at the ballot table and get their ballot 
o DACX has 7 officers and the ballot has 7 candidates listed, but write-ins are also allowed 
o You may vote for up to, but not more than 7 candidates  
o Turn in the ballots at the ballot table for counting 

• Announced the election results that all 7 names listed on the ballot were elected: 
o Susan Stocking 
o Steven Burton 
o Demonte Rochester 
o Tiaira Trotter 
o Ophelia Brinkley 
o Rocio Lopez 
o Erica Taylor 

   
 
 



                                                                                                
                       
 

 
 

DAC Subcommittee Breakout Sessions- Attendees chose one of 3 Subcommittee sessions 
• Legislative- Susan Stocking 
• STEM and Academics- Steve Burton 

o Summarized the committee charge as identifying and defining STEM and Academics that 
can improve student education and to recommend those items to the District via the 
DACX/DAC 

o Assure any recommendations are supportive of the KCPS educational process and fit into 
the KCPS Strategic Plan 

o Recognize that funding for any changes may be an issue, but might be resolved by 
increasing the volunteer base and helping identify additional funding thru Grants, PTA 
fundraising, and solicit donations to the KCPS Education Foundation 

o Suggestion submitted to enhance Ecological Science education for students 
o Provided a Subcommittee interest form for both the Education and Athletics 

Subcommittees 
• Community Building- Demonte Rochester and Lisa Gooden 

 
KCPS Report “District Advisory Committee Cabinet Meeting Recap – SY 18-19” provided to attendees 
(see Attachment D) 

 
 

Meeting Adjourned 
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