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HE American
I School of Bahrain
(ASB) has been
busy recruiting its
school leadership
team and conducting
admissions virtually
in anticipation of the
school’s first official
academic year starting
this September.

The 17-acre (68,796sqm)
campus of the ASB, centrally
located in Wadi Al Buhair in
North Riffa near the Bahrain
National Stadium, is being
established in the kingdom
by the Esol Education
family of top-tier schools
in Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Hong
Kong, Cairo, Nicosia and
Lebanon. It will be offering
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a holistic standards-based
American curriculum for
up to 1,200 students from
Pre-kindergarten to Grade
12, with the option of the
International Baccalaureate
(IB) Diploma in Grades 11
and 12.

The school recently
announced the appointment
of key members of its
school leadership team. As
GulfWeekly had reported in
February, Steve Bodnar will
be the principal of the new
school, working closely with
ASB’s founding director,
Dave McMaster to build
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a solid foundation for the
school during its first couple
of years.

Steve brings to the team
33 years of experience as
an educator in Canada,
Venezuela and Switzerland,
gaining valuable
international experience
as he developed a passion
and energy for a holistic
approach to education. For
the last 21 years, he has
served as an elementary
school principal in Ontario,
Canada.

In addition, ASB has also
recruited its early childhood
lead teacher Sandra Al-Ajmi.
Sandra, who hails from Ohio,
US, has more than 30 years
of experience in education,
having served as a teacher,
vice principal and principal
in Bahrain,

el
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language and customs. Fuad
has decades of experience
across the region and
internationally and has
served as teacher and leader
at Riffa Views International
School and St Christopher’s
School. Fuad is also a school
liaison officer with the
Ministry of Education and
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childhood education in the
country as a knowledgeable
and reassuring expert on the
subject.

Complementing its avant-
garde American academic
programme, the ASB’s
newly recruited head of
Arabic language and culture,
Fuad Al Anzarouti, will be
spearheading an additional
focus on honouring the local

team to set the tone and
ethos at ASB so that it
quickly becomes a school
where the smile index is
always high and there is a
pervasive love of learning
throughout the community.

I am extremely pleased with
the combination of talent,
character and experience that
our leadership team brings to
ASB.”

The school is equipped
with technology-enabled
classrooms, art studios,
music rooms, performance
spaces, STEAM (science,
technology, engineering,
art and maths) labs, maker
spaces and separate libraries/
media centres for junior
and senior students. It is
a joint venture between
Esol Education and Elm
Education Fund, a Bahrain-
based education platform
with a vision for investing
in world-class education
international institutions,
backed by the Bahrain
Mumtalakat Holding
Company, the country’s
sovereign fund.

For the past few months,
Dave and his wife, Shelley
the admissions manager
at ASB, have been busy

building the school’s
community. While Dave
has been busy recruiting the
educator teams, Shelley has
been busy with the school’s
competitive admissions
programme.

And even with the
Covid-19 restrictions, the
school’s admissions process
continues, virtually. The
entire admissions experience
is being conducted online
so prospective families can
meet the admissions team
and students can be assessed
from the comfort of their
own homes.

Parents are invited to learn
more and apply by visiting
www.ash.bh.

Scan the QR Code below
for a virtual tour of the
campus.
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A NEW private
school, which s set
to open in Bahrain
in September, has
appointed experi-
enced educators
to offer the best
American interna-
tional education in
the kingdom.
Steve Bodnar has
been named prin-
cipal of the Ameri-
can School of Bahrain (ASB),

B Mr Bodnar
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located in Wadi
Al Buhair near the
Bahrain  National
Stadium in Riffa.
With a 60,000sqm
campus catering
to 1,200 students,
the premium Pre-
K-Grade 12 Amer-
ican preparatory
school will offer a
challenging  stan-
dards-based US
curriculum leading to the op-
tion of an International Bacca-

laureate Diploma in
Grades 11 and 12.

Mr Bodnar has 33
years of experience
as an educator in
three different coun-
tries, with the past
21 years spent as an
elementary school
principal in Ontario,
Canada.

Prior to that he
had spent a number
of years as a teacher in Vene-
zuela and Switzerland.

B Ms Al Ajmi
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Early childhood
lead teacher San-
dra Al Ajmi will
be a familiar face
to many parents in
Babhrain, joining
the ASB team from
The Learning Tree,
a leading kindergar-
ten and nursery that
she has successfully
operated for the past
12 years.

Originally from Ohio, Ms
Al Ajmi has more than 30
years of experience, having
served as a teacher, vice-prin-
cipal and principal in Kuwait
and the US.

A Fuad Al Anzarouti has
been appointed as the head of
Arabic Language and Culture.

Building on decades of ex-

perience
across
the re-
gion and
interna-
tionally,
Mr Al
Anza-
routi has
served as
teacher
and lead-
er in Rif-
fa Views International School
and St Christopher’s School.

He has also been an offi-
cial translator in a number of
companies and a school liai-
son officer with the Education
Ministry.

Parents can learn more and
apply by visiting www.asb.
bh.

B Mr Al Anzarouti

Forum probes
virus impact
on university
admissions

BAHRAIN hosted the first
virtual counsellor forum on
impacts of Covid-19 on US
university admissions.

Score Plus Education
Centre — Bahrain organised
the workshop, ‘Mission

Admissions Connect: Im-
pacts of COVID-19 on US
Admissions’ in partnership
with Boston-based Al Jami-
at of US Education Group
and The Princeton Review.
The two-hour online
workshop was the first of a
webinar series where coun-
sellors across the Middle
East had first-hand opportu-
nity to receive updates and
advice from US colleges on
fall 2020 and 2021 intakes.
Taking part in the forum
were admission directors
from six reputed US univer-
sities — Virginia Tech, Uni-
versity of Kentucky, The
University of Tulsa, Cali-
fornia Lutheran University,
Michigan State University,
and Marymount University.
Score Plus’s key-note
speaker was New York-
based ‘Best 385 Colleges’
editor-in-chief Robert
Franek from The Princeton
Review who interacted with
100 counsellors from the
Middle East.
Similar webinars will be
held on May 5 and June 9.
They are free and open to

the high school community.

Councillor proposes town
status for heritage village

A MUNICIPAL councillor
has proposed that the status
of a heritage village in the
Northern Governorate be
upgraded since it has all the
attributes of being classified
as a town.

A’ali, spread over an area
of approximately 12sqkm,
has a population of more
than 55,000, eight schools,
one university and more
than three kindergartens and
nurseries.

According to area coun-
cillor Hussain Al A’Ali, the

By REEM AL DAAYSI

village which forms the sixth
constituency in the governor-
ate, qualifies to be called a
town.

“I proposed changing the
name to A’ali Town — and not
just A’ali or A’ali village —
because the place has all the
attributes necessary to be a
town and it’s also unique,” he
told the GDN.

“A’ali was also chosen
to represent Bahrain as
a Healthy City and we’re

THREE people have been fined
BD1,000 each for breaking the
home quarantine rule set to
combat Covid-19.

The defendants, who ap-
peared at the Lower Criminal
Court yesterday, were ordered
to stay at home after returning
from abroad but they violated
the regulations.

“The defendants were found
guilty of breaking self-quar-
antine rules and for violating

Three fined BD1,000 for
breaking Covid rules

Covid-19 regulations,” read the
court ruling.

“They admitted they did not
stay at home when they were
told to remain indoors but went
out into the public within the
14-day self-quarantine period.”

Meanwhile, a person who
was fined BD2,000 by the
Lower Criminal Court for the
same charges had his appeal
rejected by the High Criminal
Appeals Court yesterday.

working towards getting that
accreditation from the World
Health Organisation (WHO).
“A’ali is a town as it has
a population of more than
50,000 and its geographical
size also allows it to be cate-
gorised as such, considering
the presence of health cen-
tres, government offices and
other associations.”
Meanwhile, fellow council-
lor Dr Sayed Shubbar Al We-
daie, speaking at the weekly
Northern Municipal Council
meeting, said a name change
required extensive study.

Status

“We shouldn’t just change
the status because of a WHO
accreditation, as that could
apply to even small villages
and not necessarily towns,”
he said.

“Even other villages have
schools and health centres,
and A’ali’s population could
be less than that of Karranah
village which may have few-
er blocks but could be more
densely populated.”

However, the council ap-
proved the proposal which
will now be referred to
Works, Municipalities Af-
fairs and Urban Planning
Minister Essam Khalaf for
review.
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New school set to open doors

@ Wed, 29 Apr 2020
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An artist's impression of the school

A NEW private school, which is set to open in Bahrain in September, has appointed experienced educators and
aims to offer the best American international education in the kingdom.

Steve Bodnar has been named principal of the American School of Bahrain (ASB), located in Wadi Al Buhair near
the Bahrain National Stadium in Riffa.

Mr Bodnar

With a 60,000sgm campus catering to 1,200 students, the premium Pre-K-Grade 12 American preparatory school
will offer a challenging standards-based US curriculum leading to the option of an International Baccalaureate
Diploma in Grades 11 and 12.

Mr Bodnar has 33 years of experience as an educator in three different countries, with the past 21 years spent as
an elementary school principal in Ontario, Canada.

Prior to that he had spent a number of years as a teacher in Venezuela and Switzerland.

Early childhood lead teacher Sandra Al Ajmi will be a familiar face to many parents in Bahrain, joining the ASB
team from The Learning Tree, a leading kindergarten and nursery that she has successfully operated for the past
12 years.



Ms Al Ajmi

Originally from Ohio, Ms Al Ajmi has more than 30 years of experience, having served as a teacher, vice-principal
and principal in Kuwait and the US.

A Fuad Al Anzarouti has been appointed as the head of Arabic Language and Culture.

Al Anzarouti

Building on decades of experience across the region and internationally, Mr Al Anzarouti has served as teacher
and leader in Riffa Views International School and St Christopher’s School.

He has also been an official translator in a number of companies and a school liaison officer with the Education
Ministry.

Parents can learn more and apply by visiting www.asb.bh.
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Experienced Educators on board to offer leading
Educational program at ASB

April 20, 2020

With a focus on recruiting the best international educational talent, American School of Bahrain (ASB) is set to elevate the
caliber of American international education in the Kingdom. The ASB education team will comprise talented, committed

and experienced teachers and administrators with years of invaluable experience in the international education sector.

A key announcement from ASB is the recent appointment of Mr. Steve Bodnar as Principal, working alongside ASB’s

Founding Director, Mr. Dave McMaster. With 33 years of experience as an educator in three different countries, Mr. Bodnar
brings passion, energy and an internationally minded approach to ASB. For the past 21 years he has served as an elementary
school principal in Ontario, Canada. Prior to that he had spent a number of years as a teacher in Venezuela and Switzerland,

gaining international experience which he now brings to the ASB leadership team.

Early Childhood Lead Teacher Ms. Sandra Al-Ajmi, will be a familiar face to many parents in Bahrain, joining the ASB
team from The Learning Tree, a leading kindergarten and nursery that she has successfully operated for the past 12 years.
Originally from Ohio, Ms. Al-Ajmi has over 30 years of experience, having served as a teacher, Vice Principal and Principal
in Kuwait and the United States. She is an expert on early childhood education and will be a knowledgeable, reassuring

voice for ASB parents.

With a focus on honoring the languages and customs of the school’s host country, Mr. A. Fuad Al Anzarouti has been
appointed as the Head of Arabic Language & Culture. Building on decades of experience across the region and
internationally, Mr. Al Anzarouti has served as teacher and leader in Riffa Views International School and St. Christopher’s
School. He has also been an official translator in a number of companies and a school liaison officer with the Ministry of

Education.

“Providing sound leadership is especially important in a new school. It is the responsibility of the leadership team to set the
tone and ethos at ASB so that it quickly becomes a school where the smile index is always high and there is a pervasive love
of learning throughout the community. I am extremely pleased with the combination of talent, character and experience that

our leadership team brings to ASB.” said Dave McMaster, Founding Director of American School of Bahrain.
Centrally located in Wadi Al Buhair, in North Riffa near the Bahrain National Stadium, American School of Bahrain is set to

open in the new academic year starting September 2020. ASB is set to be a close-knit community, bringing families together

with the goal of helping students discover their individual passions and talents.

https://www.bizbahrain.com/experienced-educators-on-board-to-offer-leading-educational-program-at-asb/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_c... 1/2
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ASB is being established in Bahrain by Esol Education, the world’s largest operator of high-quality international American
schools, in a joint venture with ElIm Education Fund (Elm), a Bahrain-based education platform backed by Bahrain
Mumtalakat Holding Company (Mumtalakat), the country’s sovereign wealth fund. Elm establishes and co-invests in world-

class educational institutions in partnership with leading global operators.

With an expansive 60,000 square meter campus catering to 1200 students, ASB will be home to one of the most advanced
learning environments in Bahrain. The premium Pre-K-Grade 12 American preparatory school is set to open its doors in
September 2020 with a challenging standards-based US curriculum leading to the option of an International Baccalaureate

(IB) Diploma in Grades 11 and 12, designed to meet the highest standards of international education.
At this time, due to the COVD-19 social distancing measures, ASB is offering prospective families a virtual admissions

experience from the comfort of their own homes, where they can meet the admissions team online, and students can be

assessed virtually for placement. Parents can learn more and apply by visiting www.asb.bh.

https://www.bizbahrain.com/experienced-educators-on-board-to-offer-leading-educational-program-at-asb/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_c... 2/2
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Experienced Educators on board to offer leading Educational program at ASB

Bahrain News
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With a focus on recruiting the best international educational talent, American School of
Bahrain (ASB) is set to elevate the caliber of American international education in the
Kingdom. The ASB education team will comprise talented, committed and experienced
teachers and administrators with years of invaluable experience in the international
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