COVER LETTER: Distance Learning

Week #4 May 11 - May 16, 2020

George Kelly School: 7th Grade CORE

Teacher 7t Grade- Mrs. Bartschi 7t Grade- Ms. Clary

Office Hours | By email- dbartschi@tusd.net By email- dclary@tusd.net

By email Monday - Friday from 8:00 am to 3:30 Monday - Friday from 8:00 am - 3:30
pm pm
*Emails received outside of these hours *Emails received outside of these hours
will be answered at teacher availability. | will be answered at teacher availability.
Do NOT wait until due date to Do NOT wait until due date to
complete assignments! CONTACT a complete assignments! CONTACT a
FRIEND for assignment HELP too! FRIEND for assignment HELP too!

By chat or Mon. thru Fri. from 1 pm to 3 pm Mon. thru Fri. from 1 pm to 3 pm

video Go to Mrs. Basacker padlet, click on Go to Mrs. Basacker padlet, click on
‘Distance Learning’ page for ZOOM ‘Distance Learning’ page for ZOOM

Eigcgi padlet.com/kbasacker padlet.com/kbasacker

to

Curriculum

Hard copies of materials and Study Sync books

5/15/2020 drop-off Weeks 3 and 4 Assignments

This Curriculum has been developed to support and reinforce the Core- ELA and Social

Studies

Middle School Standards:

Formatting ELA /Social Studies Assignments:

1. Typed/ or written in INK must include the following:

a.

b.
C.
d

e.

Name
Teacher’s name
Week# and date range

Questions and answers: Study Sync use RACE format/ BLAST answer the

questions

Questions and answers: Complete sentences restating the question in your
answer

Submitting Required Assignments:
1. Best option: Complete on-line through:

Study Sync for ELA both Think Questions and BLAST

fae o

Share through Office 365

Attach document and send through e-mail
Scan OR take a photo of completed assignment and attach to e-mail (written
assignments MUST be completed legibly in INK)




2. Physical drop-off to school: Fri. May 8 and Fri. May 15 *Refer to GKE Drop-off Schedule .

Assignments for the Week of May 11 — May 16, 2020

Language Arts:

Complete the following Study Sync Assignments:

1. Read the excerpt from the (see below), Freak the Mighty as you read.

2. Answer the Freak the Mighty (see below), using the R.A.C.E. format (Restate the
question, Answer the question, Cite Textual Evidence, and Explain your evidence) format.
Remember that grammar, spelling, and punctuation count.

3. Complete the assigned Skill Set: Media (see below) and answer the questions.
4. Expand your BRAIN and Continue Reading different genres of books!
5. Remember to submit your BEST work.

6. Completed Think Questions and the Skill Set: Media are due by Saturday, May 16



4/15/2020 StudySync - Read - First Read: Freak the Mighty

First Read: Freak the Mighty

Read

Chapter Three: American Flyer

OK, back to the down under, right? My room in the basement. Scuttle into your dim hole in the ground,
Maxwell dear. Big goon like you, growing about an inch a day, and this midget kid, this crippled little
humanoid, he actually scared you. Not the kind of scare that makes your knee bones feel like water, more

the kind of scare where you go whoa! | don’t understand this, | don’t get it, what's going on?

Like calling me “earthling.” Which by itself is pretty weird, right? | already mentioned a few of the names
I've been called, but until the robot boy showed up, nobody had ever called me earthling, and so I'm lying
on my mattress there in the great down under, and it comes to me that he’s right, | am an earthling, we're
all of us earthlings, but we don’t call each other earthling. No need. Because it's the same thing that in this
country we're all Americans, but we don’t go around to people and say, “Excuse me, American, can you

tell me how to get to the nearest 7 Eleven?”

So I'm thinking about that for a while, lying there in the cellar dark, and pretty soon the down under starts
to get small, like the walls are shrinking, and | go up the bulkhead stairs into the back yard and find a place

where | can check it out.

There’s this one scraggly tree behind the little freak’s house, right? Like a stick in the ground with a few
wimped out branches. And there he is, hardly any bigger now than he was in day care, and he’s standing

there waving his crutch up at the tree.

I kind of slide over to the chain-link fence, get a better angle on the scene. What's he doing whacking at
that crummy tree? Trying to jump up and hit this branch with his little crutch, and he’s mad, hopping mad.
Only he can't really jump, he just makes this jumping kind of motion. His feet never leave the ground.

Then what he does, he throws down the crutch and he gets down on his hands and knees and crawls
back to his house. If you didn’t know, you would think he was like a kindergarten creeper who forgot how
to walk, he's that small. And he crawls real good, better than he can walk. Before you know it, he’s
dragging this wagon out from under the steps.

Rusty red thing, one of those old American Flyer models. Anyhow, the little freak is tugging it backwards, a
few inches at a time. Chugging along until he gets that little wagon under the tree. Next thing he picks up
his crutch and he climbs in the wagon and he stands up and he’s whacking at the tree again.

By now I've figured out that there’s something stuck up in the branches and he wants to get it down. This

https://apps.studysync.com/#!/core-ela/7/47 finstructional-path 13



4/15/2020 StudySync - Read - First Read: Freak the Mighty

small, bright-colored thing, looks like a piece of folded paper. Whatever it is, that paper thing, he wants it

real bad, but even with the wagon there’s no way he can reach it. No way.

So | go over there to his back yard, trying to be real quiet, but I'm not good at sneaking up, not with these
humongous feet, and he turns and faces me with that crutch raised up like he's ready to hit a grand slam

on my head.

He wants to say something, you can tell that much, but he’s so mad, he’s all huffed up and the noise he
makes, it could be from a dog or something, and he sounds like he can hardly breathe.

What I do, | keep out of range of that crutch and just reach up and pick the paper thing right out of the
tree. Except it's not a paper thing. It's a plastic bird, light as a feather. | have to hold it real careful or it might
break, that's how flimsy it is.

| go, “You want this back or what?”

The little freak is staring at me bug-eyed, and he goes, “Oh, it talks.”

I give him the bird-thing. “What is it, like a model airplane or something?”

You can tell he’s real happy to have the bird-thing back, and his face isn’t quite so fierce. He sits down in
the wagon and he goes, “This is an ornithopter. An ornithopter is defined as an experimental device
propelled by flapping wings. Or you could say that an ornithopter is just a big word for mechanical bird.”
That's how he talked, like right out of a dictionary. So smart you can hardly believe it. While he’s talking
he’s winding up the bird-thing. There’s this elastic band inside, and he goes, “Observe and be amazed,
earthling,” and then he lets it go, and you know what? | am amazed, because it does fly around like a little
bird, flitting up and down and around, higher than | can reach.

I chase after the thing until it boinks against the scrawny tree trunk and | bring it back to him and he winds
it up again and makes it fly. We keep doing that, it must be for almost an hour, until finally the elastic
breaks. | figure that's it, end of ornithopter, but he says something like, “All mechanical objects require
periodic maintenance. We’ll schedule installation of a new propulsion unit as soon as the Fair Gwen of
Air gets a replacement.”

Even though I'm not sure what he means, | go, “That’s cool.”

“You live around here, earthling?”

“Over there.” | point out the house. “In the down under.”

He goes, “What?" and | figure it's easier to show him than explain all about Gram and Grim and the room in

https://apps.studysync.com/#!/core-ela/7/47/instructional-path 2/3



4/15/2020 StudySync - Read - First Read: Freak the Mighty

the cellar, so | pick up the handle to the American Flyer wagon and | tow him over.
It's real easy, he doesn’'t weigh much and I'm pretty sure | remember looking back and seeing him sitting
up in the wagon happy as can be, like he’s really enjoying the ride and not embarrassed to have me

pulling him around.

But like Freak says later in this book, you can remember anything, whether it happened or not. All I'm
really sure of is he never hit me with that crutch.

Excerpted from Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick, published by Scholastic Inc.

Annotations

https://apps.studysync.com/#!/core-ela/7/47 /instructional-path 3/3



Freak the Mighty

Question 1

Refer to one or more details from the text to describe how Maxwell (the larger boy) reacts to
Kevin (the smaller boy) upon first meeting him—both from evidence that is directly stated and
from ideas that you infer from clues in the text.

Question 2

Use details to explain how Maxwell confronts his fear of Kevin. Cite specific evidence from
paragraphs 3, 5, and 11.

Question 3

Write two or three sentences explaining how Maxwell and Kevin begin a friendship. Include
evidence from the text to support your explanation.

Question 4

Use context clues to determine the meaning of the word humongous as it is used in paragraph
9 of Freak the Mighty. Write your definition of “humongous” and tell how you determined the
meaning of the word.

Question 5

By remembering that the Latin prefix “pro-”"means “forward” and the Latin root “pellere” means

“to drive,” use the context clues provided in paragraph 17 to determine the meaning

of propulsion, the noun form of the verb “propel,” although in this context it is being used as an
adjective: “propulsion unit.” Write your definition of “propulsion” and tell how you figured out the
word’s meaning. Then verify your definition in a print or digital dictionary.

Assignments for the Week of May 11 — May 16, 2020

Social Studies:

Complete the following Assignments:

1. Reread the DBQ/Background Essay entitled Exploration or Reformation: Which Was the
More Important Consequence of the Printing Press? Think about this question as you are
reading and then complete the next three documents.

2. Complete Documents C, D, and E following the same procedure of writing out the questions
and answer the questions in complete sentences.



2. Completed Documents C, D & E are due by Saturday, May 16t

Printing Press Mini-Q

Document C
Source: Map created from various sources.
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Document Analysis
1. According to the inset map, what religion dominated Europe in 15007

2. By 1560, what two main branches of Christianity existed in western Europe?
3. What countries, or parts of countries, were all or mostly Protestant in 15607
4. Compare this map with the printing press map in Document A. Is there a connection between the

spread of Protestantism and the spread of the printing press? Explain your thinking.

5. What arguments can be made to support the claim that the Protestant Reformation was a very
important consequence of the printing press?

; 487
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Printing Press Mini-Q

Document D

Sources: Text: Christopher Columbus’s letter, Concerning the Islands Recently Discovered in the Indian Sea, 1493.
Map: Created from various sources.

Because my undertakings have attained success, I know that it will be pleasing to you: these I
have determined to relate, so that you may be made acquainted with everything done and discov-
ered in this our voyage. On the thirty-third day after I departed from Cadiz, I came to the Indian
sea, where I found many islands inhabited by men without number, of all which I took possession
for our most fortunate king, with proclaiming heralds and flying standards, no one objecting.

Note: Columbus’s 15-page letter to the King of Spain was written on his return voyage from the Americas.

Distribution of Columbus’s Letter

Valladolid.
1493-1497
Secondd Spanish edition -

Barcelona Rome -
April, 1493 April 29, 1493
Letter published in Spanish Letter translated

o into Latin. Four editions
Q published in Latin
5 and Italian

Mediterranean Sea

Document Analysis

1. In his letter to the king of Spain, what did Columbus claim to have discovered?

2. Why, in 1493, would this discovery have been big news?

3. Where was Columbus when he wrote his letter?

4. In what European cities, and in what languages, was the letter published in 1493?

5. Based on this document, do you think the printing press is likely to have had a significant effect on
exploration in the late 1400s and early 1500s? Explain your thinking.
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Printing Press Mini-Q

Document E

Source: Henricus Martellus’s World Map, 1489.

Note: The map at right is the
famous 1507 Waldseemuller
World Map. It has the nick-
name “America’s Birth
Certificate” because it is the
first known map to record the
existence of the American
continents (albeit in a strange,
inaccurate shape).
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Document Analysis
1. In what year was the Martellus World Map printed and published? The Waldseemuller World Map?

2. What discoveries made between 1489 and 1507 appear on the Waldseemuller Map?

3. What inference can you make about the connection between the Waldseemuller Map and the
published 1493 letter of Columbus in Doc D?

4. How can you use documents D and E to argue that the printing press played an important role in
stimulating exploration?

5. What arguments can be made that exploration was a very important consequence of the
printing press?
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