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Senior Girls with all their sportmanship trophies they have won
over their 4 years of ACAMIS

One size does not, and never will, fit all

: “Tofu is not cheese” is what Yong Zhao said to a group of
' . : educators at a school in Hong Kong that is determined to
: : y / ' turn the Covid-19 crisis into an opportunity for re-imagining
*0’.'4\(3;’-: 199‘1‘ education. “Tofu is not cheese so we should not expect it to
o smell or taste like cheese nor should we need to pretend it
is or make it taste and smell like cheese.” The message he was trying to convey is that we should
accept the fact that schools are closed and we don’t need to pretend we can make online education
the same as face-to-face schools. Instead, we should make the best out of the new situation. Yong
Zhao expanded on his idea: Online education cannot replace all functions schools play in our society

but it can do a lot more than being a lesser version of face-to-face schooling.

Here is s segment from his latest Blog Post
http://zhaolearning.com/2020/04/07 /tofu-is-not-che...




Stop and Rethink What’s Worth Teaching and Learning

We have a rare opportunity to examine what we have always been teaching (or trying to) for a
number of reasons. First, Covid19 has forced the cancellation of many high stakes examinations
students have been subject to, at least temporarily removing the pressure to teach to the test.
Second, university admissions will have to rely on other evidence other than test scores and many
universities have announced their decision not to use standardized test scores for making admission
decisions. This may be temporary for some, but could be permanent for others as Covid19
accelerates the rate of universities dropping requirements of test scores. Third, governments and
accrediting bodies cannot reasonably expect schools to comply with their prescribed curriculum
during the crisis. Fourth, online education is not conducive to deliver high quality instruction of some
traditionally valued subjects. Fifth, it is unethical and unjust to hold students accountable for learning
the same things at the same rate and assessed by the same exams because their learning
environments are so unequal as a result of their home background. Sixth, during this crisis, parents
and the public are more concerned about the physical safety as well as social and emotional

wellbeing than academic content, so should educators.

My Thoughts

Drawing upon the many conversations | have had with parents during this period, when school has
had to change its style of education delivery, | have noted a general desire for content teaching,
measured by number of hours and amounts of work done. Quantity will never beat quality. We have
fallen into the trap of superimposing the more traditional education we had when we were younger,
the ‘tofu’ rather than the more meaningful approach to learning that NIS adheres to ‘cheese’. When
will we be able to accept that sometimes tofu is fine and sometimes cheese is fine, but they will
never be the same? Because | have a preference for one it does not necessarily mean that is what

my children’s preference will be. | think we should let them choose.
Have an amazing April

Laurie McLellan
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School Fees Collection Dates

Dear Parents,

Please be informed that Nanjing International School has issued invoices for Semester 1 of School
Year 2020/2021 on Wednesday 8th April 2020.

All parents have received an email with the PDF invoice attached and are responsible for payment of
the fees.

The fee must be paid by 29th May 2020.

When appropriate, please pass this information to your company's Finance or Human Resources
Department and arrange for the payment to be made by the due date.

You can also view your child(ren)'s school fee invoice in Veracross. The instructions are below:

1.Login to Veracross Parent Portal: http://portals.veracross.com/nis

2.Click “Billing/Invoices" to view the Billing Account Page

3.Click "View " to view and "Print to PDF" to save the invoice as a pdf file

Please contact me if you require further assistance.



Regards
Arek Owczarek

Deputy Director-Operations and Finance

arekowczarek@nanjing-school.com
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Arek Owczarek
Deputy Director-Operations and Finance

arekowczarek@nanjing-school.com
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Arek Owczarek
Deputy Director-Operations and Finance
arekowczarek@nanjing-school.com

Board Meeting Minutes 09 April 2020

NIS BOARD — MEETING

Date: April 9, 2020 | Present: Andrea Raviolo, AR; Dylan Barmnes-Lotfi, DB; Julia Status of Agenda ltem:
Tirne: 12:00 pm Gisten, JG; Laurie McLellan, LM; Sonia Jaeger, 5J; Yi Zhang, Eir Ao s e AGT
ion; Vi ¥Z; Angela Ro . ARo, or on Dy Doard =
Epeliore Wl METhen e b ° For Agreement by Consent = CNS
Apologles: Patrick Heckelmann & Rachel Shin For Information Only = FIO

Minutes: Angela Romara

Agenda ltem Discussion/Conclusions Action + Person(s) Responsible
1. Director's Report — LM presented the report. NIS has made the changes FIO
Response to COVID- necessary to ensure the school is both safe and ready once
19 #8 students are all back on campus. Adaptations to maximize on

campus teaching time are being made. LM will share those

changes and adaptations with parents.

2. Governance — Trustesa DB presented information about Board trustee candidates FIO
sub-commitiea update working with the sub-committea. Board elections will ba May

4-T, with results out May 8.

3. Set next meeting Finance: TBD
dates Governance: May 12, 9 am at Sharehouse
- Board: April 15, 6 pm at Sharehouse FIO
4. Meeting Reflection Members reflected positively about the meeting. FIG

Minute Taker's Name: Angela Romero
Please click on the link below for full PDF.

[0 Board minutes April 09 2020.pdf




IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR LEAVING FAMILIES

Dear Parents,

This is a time of year when some of our families will be moving on from Nanjing, either returning
to their home countries or embarking on their next overseas posting. To assist our planning for
the coming semester please read and follow the exit procedure below. This information may
have a direct impact on new families wishing to enter our school, Your help with providing this
information as early as possible is much appreciated.

We understand that some parents are still unsure, but if you know kindly let us know as soon as
possible.

Exit Procedure
1. Once you know you are leaving please send an email to admissions@nanjing-
school.com indicating your intention to leave and requesting any documentation that you
may require. Let us have the name of your child or children, their current grades as well as
your expected leaving date.
2. Collect a clearance form from Reception, or download off the website from link below.
3. Clearance forms need to be completed for each leaving student.
4. On the last day of school documents will only be handed over if we have received your
completed clearance form.
5. You can find information about the Transfer Procedures on our website on the Parent
Portal https://www.nischina.org/my-nis

Here in Admissions we are always happy to help, so if you have questions or concerns send us a
message.

Thank you for your cooperation. We will be sorry to see you go!

Jige, Jane, Lucy and Sue in Admissions

admissions@nanjing-school.com

https://www.nischina.org/my-nis




There is always

something happening

on campus and in our

community. Stay

abreast of the latest by co
following the MI5

Official WeChat

Account.

NIS WECHAT

Get updated on News and uptoming events

Scan the QR Code _ 4

to follow, and stay T-
tuned!

Jane Dai




Community Activity | Lunch Menu | Swimming Pool

Schedule Calendar

Nanjing International School
Xue Heng Lu 8, Xianlin College and University Town
Nanjing, China 210023

+86 025 85899111
www.nischina.org
Email: news@nanjing-school.com

You are receiving this email because you are a part of the Nanjing International
School community.



