
5th Grade- Mrs. Bishop & Mr. Goreham 
Week 4 

 Weekday Contact Hours ASSIGNMENTS:  
MATH:  Estimation and Multiplication 
Solve word problems involving (+/-) of fractions  
M: L8 Est. Products 125, 129, 130 
T: L9  X 1-Digit #s  131, 135, 136 
W: L10  X 2-Digit #s  137, 141, 142 
Th: Review Multiplication 
-------------------------------------------------------- 
READING: Daily Reading & Summary 
Understands 5th  literature/informational text 
Text: Pick books you enjoy  
Please read 30 minutes M-Th and write a 
summary of what you’ve read.  
-------------------------------------------------------- 
WRITING: Opinion 
Writing:  
Text: “Words to Save the World” (in 
packet) 
□ Write a response using text evidence. 
-------------------------------------------------------- 
Comprehension Skill/Strategy with 
Science:  
Text: “The Father of Earth Day”  
Answer Questions 
-------------------------------------------------------- 
Vocabulary Skill: Write sentences 
-------------------------------------------------------- 
Vocabulary Strategy: Synonyms and 
Antonyms 
-------------------------------------------------------- 
Grammar: Adverbs that Compare 
□ Combining Sentences 
-------------------------------------------------------- 
Spelling:  
Complete the spelling page. 
Complete the spelling activities: 
□ Number Prefixes.  
□ Write spelling sentences or a story. 
--------------------------------------------------------
Science: “What is Matter?” 
-------------------------------------------------------- 
Social Studies: “ The Two Harriets, 
Heroines of Abolition” 
 

Mrs. Bishop: 1:30-3:30    
Contact: cbishop@tusd.net and Class Dojo  
 
Mr. Goreham: 11:00-1:00 
Contact: dgoreham@tusd.net 
 

 

mailto:cbishop@tusd.net
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Words to Save the World 

 







 





WRITING: 

Use the writing page before this, titled “Write About the Text” as a guide to 
answer the following question.  

In your opinion, does the author have any bias towards the use of pesticides? 
Explain your answer using text evidence. 

 
 



Comprehension Skill: 

Your Turn Practice Book 

 



 



 

 

 

 



Vocabulary SKILL: 

Your Turn Practice Workbook 

 



 



 



 



 

 



What is matter? 

 
  

  

Everything around us is made of matter—your clothes, the trees, even the water you drink! We 
divide matter into four major categories, which are called the four states of matter: liquid, 
gaseous, solid, and plasma. However, we will focus on the first three. Whatever the state of 
matter may be, all matter is made of tiny particles called atoms. These particles are too tiny to 
see with the naked eye; they’re even too small to see with a regular microscope. If you line up 
a million atoms next to each other, they will be as thick as a single piece of human hair. So, we 
can only look at atoms through very powerful tools, one of them being the “scanning 
tunneling” microscope. 

How Do We Know? 
We can easily see liquids and solids around us, but most gases aren’t visible. We can’t see the 
air around us, but it is still made of atoms that constantly move around freely in space. How 
can we tell? 

Take a balloon, for example. When we pump air into a balloon, it visibly inflates. That means 
that gaseous matter is filling the balloon and taking up space. The more air we blow into the 
balloon, the bigger it gets. Therefore, we can observe the way gas moves around space. In the 
same way, inflatable pool toys also fill with air so that they can float on water. When we fill the 
plastic shells with air, the toys take shape. Since air is lighter than water, the pool toys can rest 
on the water without sinking. And then we can enjoy a sunny day while floating in a pool! 



Moving Atoms 
Atoms are constantly moving. However, atoms move at different speeds within different states 
of matter. Atoms move more slowly when they are more densely packed. Atoms in solids are 
usually tightly packed and have less space to move around freely. This means that atoms in 
most solids move more slowly than atoms in most liquids.The atoms in gas usually move the 
fastest. Since the atoms usually move more freely in liquids and gases, they can undergo a 
process called diffusion. (Solids can diffuse as well, although it’s a much longer process.) 
Diffusion is the movement of particles from a higher concentration to a lower concentration. 
That’s why, when you spray perfume in a corner of a room, you will eventually smell it on the 
other side of the room. The atoms from the perfume diffuse through the air. Because of this 
diffusion, the perfume scent is spread. 

Identification 
We can identify materials according to a variety of properties. Scientists have determined 
several different measurements to help label materials. Some examples are temperature, 
hardness, color and length. Usually, these are used to measure solids, like rocks and minerals. 
However, temperature can be used to measure liquids as well. When geologists study rocks, 
they often use the Mohs scale of mineral hardness. This scale allows us to characterize the 
scratch resistance of various minerals. A diamond is described as hard because it is extremely 
difficult to scratch. Scientists can measure hardness with the Mohs scale and compare 
minerals to other minerals.  

Scientists always use various methods to group materials together—that way, it’s easier to 
study and compare them. That’s another reason why we differentiate between liquids, gases, 
solids and plasmas! 

 



 

 

 
 



The Two Harriets, Heroines of Abolition 

 
  

  

Many people fought against slavery in the United States. They were called abolitionists because they wanted to 
abolish (get rid of) slavery. Two of the best-known abolitionists were both named Harriet: Harriet Beecher 
Stowe and Harriet Tubman. 

Harriet Beecher Stowe was the sixth of 11 children born to a minister and his wife.  She was just five years old 
when her mother died.  At age 13, she started going to a school founded by her sister, where she learned to be a 
teacher and started writing. She wrote her first book at age 22. 

 In 1852, her novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin was published. It quickly became a bestseller. Indeed, it was the most 
popular book in America. Although the book was fiction, it was based on the lives of real people.  The novel 
tells the story of several slaves, but its main character is Tom, a man with a wife and children.  Tom is separated 
from his family and sold to one plantation owner after another.  The last of his owners is a cruel man named 
Simon Legree. Legree orders Tom to beat the other slaves on his plantation. Tom refuses, so Legree beats Tom. 
Legree orders his hired hands, called overseers, to kill Tom. While Tom dies, several of the other characters in 
the book escape from slavery by traveling north to Canada via what was called the Underground Railroad. The 
Underground Railroad was not an actual railroad, but a network of people who helped shelter and guide slaves 
to their freedom. 

Stowe’s novel moved many readers and inspired them to speak out against slavery.  Many plays were 
performed based on the novel’s characters. But her book angered people in the South, and historians believe it 
helped lead the Southern states to break away from the North a decade later, which marked the beginning of the 
Civil War. Uncle Tom’s Cabin was so influential that when President Abraham Lincoln met Stowe in 1862, he 
is supposed to have said: “So you’re the little woman who wrote the book that started this great war.” 

Like Harriet Beecher Stowe, Harriet Tubman was one of 11 children. Both of Harriet Tubman’s parents were 
slaves on a plantation in Maryland.  Tubman began working at six years old, rented out by her “master” as a 
weaver.  As a teenager, she began working in the fields of the plantation. She suffered many beatings at the 
hands of the plantation’s overseers, which caused permanent damage.  Learning that the plantation owner 
planned to sell her and her brothers, she decided to escape. Guided only by the North Star in the sky, she made 
her way to Pennsylvania, frequently on foot.  



But Tubman was not content simply to live in freedom. She became active in the Underground Railroad Harriet 
Beecher Stowe had written about. 

Just one year after her own escape, she returned to the South to rescue her sister and her sister’s two children. 
Then she returned once again for one of her brothers. Sometime later, she returned yet again to rescue her 
parents. It was not just her family she helped to become free.  She wanted to help other slaves to escape.  She 
returned to the South 19 times. The exact number of slaves that Tubman led to freedom is unknown; a 19th 
century biography stated that she rescued 300 slaves, while modern historians estimate the total was closer to 
70. 

During the Civil War, Tubman worked for the Union Army as a nurse and a cook. She also became a spy. In 
one daring mission, she learned the position of the Confederate Army along the Combahee River in South 
Carolina and traveled on a gunboat with hundreds of Union Army soldiers as they freed about 750 slaves. 

Both Harriets lived fruitful lives long past the Civil War.  Harriet Beecher Stowe continued to write, publishing 
more than 30 books.  In her 80s, Harriet Tubman opened a nursing home in her adopted hometown of Auburn, 
NY for older African Americans.  Both spoke out for women’s rights. But Harriet Tubman and Harriet Beecher 
Stowe are now recognized for their different but important roles in ending slavery in the United States of 
America. 
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