Primary Years
Programme (PYP)
A CURRICULAR GUIDE FOR STUDENTS, PARENTS, GUARDIANS

WE ARE LEARDERS AND LEARNERS INSPIRING LEADERS AND LEARNERS

Introduction to the
Primary Years Programme
The Primary Years Programme (PYP) is the first of three International Baccalaureate (IB) programmes that form a
continuum of international education. The programme is for primary aged students aged 3- 11. Central to all programmes is
the development of internationally minded students who demonstrate intercultural skills, are multilingual and learn about
the world from a global context. At the International Community School (ICS) the IB Learner Profile is a set of personal
characteristics and these form the explicit set of traits that all students are expected to develop in age appropriate ways.
These traits or characteristics are adopted by the whole school community. All aspects of curriculum fall under the IB
learner profile which fosters the development of character and students who demonstrate intercultural understanding and
respect.

IB LEARNER PROFILE
The aim of all IB programmes is to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring people who, recognizing their common
humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world.
IB learners strive to be:

Inquirers

We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. We know
how to learn independently and with others. We learn with enthusiasm and
sustain our love of learning throughout life.

Knowledgeable

We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge across
a range of disciplines. We engage with issues and ideas that have local and
global significance.

Thinkers

Communicators

Principled

Open-minded

We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and take responsible
action on complex problems. We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical
decisions.
We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than one language
and in many ways. We collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the
perspectives of other individuals and groups.
We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and justice,
and with respect for the dignity and rights of people everywhere.
We take responsibility for our actions and their consequences.
We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as the
values and traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a range of points of view,
and we are willing to grow from the experience.

Caring

We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a commitment to
service, and we act to make a positive difference in the lives of others and in
the world around us.

Risk-takers

We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we work
independently and cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative strategies.
We are resourceful and resilient in the face of challenges and change.

Balanced

We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of our lives—
intellectual, physical and emotional—to achieve well-being for ourselves and
others. We recognize our interdependence with other people and with the
world in which we live.

Reflective

We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience.
We work to understand our strengths and weaknesses in order to support our
learning and personal.
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The International Community School was authorized by the IB to offer the PYP programme in May 2008.
At The International Community School learning is rigorous, engaging, relevant, challenging and significant. The
programme has a transdisciplinary approach to learning. This means that learning is arranged around six signi icant
and globally relevant themes. Students explore big concepts through different subject lenses and are encouraged to
make connections across as well as within subject areas, wherever possible.
The Primary Years Programme has a number of characteristics that define it. Alongside the programme’s framework
itself, is principally an inquiry-driven, active approach to learning where students construct, test and revise or confirm
their understanding about how the world works.
At ICS, each learner brings their unique experiences, perspective and knowledge and teachers structure learning
experiences designed to meet the different needs of students and to challenge them. They are encouraged to make
connections between school, home and the world at large. They explore local, national and global dimensions in their
studies. In order to do this well students work collaboratively where they can share diverse experiences. Learning at
ICS promotes and values social interaction and inclusive practices that support learning, respect and understanding.
Students are encouraged to be curious, be inquisitive, ask questions, explore and interact with the environment
physically, socially and intellectually.
Students think critically, solve problems and apply their learning in new or novel situations.
Explicit learning outcomes and the learning process are made transparent to the students.
Students are supported in their struggle for mastery and control on their journey to become independent,
autonomous learners.
The learning experiences are differentiated to accommodate the range of abilities and learning styles in the group.
Adults are sensitive facilitators of the process of empowering students to value their learning and to take
responsibility for it.
Students make and test theories.
Students are encouraged to be life-long learners.
Students have opportunities to follow their interests and develop their passions.
Students research and seek information.
Students reflect upon their learning, how they learn and their abilities.
Students take and defend a position, experimenting and playing with possibilities.
Students make connections between previous learning and current learning.
Students take action based upon their learning.
Students are listened to and their ideas are valued.
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Our Beliefs About Inclusion
We believe in increasing opportunities for children to access a quality IB education.
We believe that an inclusive approach is enriching to the entire school community.
We believe that inclusion aligns with our mission - ‘Compassionate and Inspired World Citizens’.
We believe that inclusive environments develop empathy and an understanding of others and one’s self.

Inclusion at ICS
We are proud that we successfully include children with a variety of linguistic, cultural, emotional and mild, moderate
and intensive learning differences in our school. We are a team of teachers, therapists, specialists and leaders who
work together to share responsibility for all children. Our goal is that every adult and child is active in building and
maintaining a culture of respect and understanding. We ensure that every student is an equally valued member of the
school community. We provide an environment where students learn, progress, and are happy.
All students with identified learning differences have an International Individual Learning Plan which is a road map for
setting individual goals and objects for students and to support access to the curriculum.
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The Curriculum
Framework
The curriculum framework at the International Community
School encompasses five essential elements which balance
knowledge and skills, the development of conceptual
understanding, a demonstration of positive attitudes and
taking responsible action.
The traditional subject areas that include language,
mathematics, science, social studies, personal, social
and physical education (PSPE) and the arts are all
valued components of the PYP model.
The Nursery and Reception classes incorporate the
Early Years Foundation Stage, a statutory framework
for students in England. The curriculum in these classes
reflect the Early Learning Goals that are taught and
assessed in this developmental phase.
Technology is used as a tool for learning, incorporating digital
citizenship, creativity, digital collaboration and technological
operations. Teaching and learning incorporates the Common Sense
Media curriculum through units of inquiry, wherever possible.
Students with English as an Additional Language (EAL) are valued for their emergent bilingualism or multilingualism
and opportunities are provided to express themselves and access resources in their home language in relevant ways.
Language learning at ICS also encompasses learning Spanish, Mandarin and French as an additional language.
Students in Nursery though Year 2 are taught languages each week while students in Year 3 through Year 6 choose
either French, Spanish or Mandarin depending on their interest and previous language experience.
Each class has its own Year Level Guide which provides more information about the essential elements of the written
curriculum through the transdisciplinary units of inquiry and within each subject discipline. This includes the specific
year level outcomes that have been identified as being developmentally appropriate rigorous and challenging for
that phase.

Assessment
The school values assessment as an integral part of teaching and learning, serving the primary goal of promoting
student learning. AT ICS assessment is on-going and takes place at the end of units of inquiry. Assessment is criteria
based and correlated to the curriculum at ICS. We assess students’ acquisition of knowledge, their understanding
of concepts, their mastery of skills, the development of attitudes and students’ ability to take action. As a part of our
statutory requirements, our Early Years Foundation Programme uses the EYFS Profile as a way to assess our Reception
students who are transitioning into Year 1.
Teachers use a range of strategies and tools to assess student learning. Scaled rubrics, exemplars of standards,
checklists, written notes and continuums of progression within and across subjects are all used to assess student work.
We employ the International Schools Assessment (ISA) to track student learning. Reflection, peer and self- assessment
are used to help students better understand their targets, development and strengths. ICS teachers pre- assess
student’s at the start of a unit of inquiry to ensure that learning is challenging and student needs are met. Ongoing
assessment occurs throughout the duration of a unit and at the end students complete summative assessments. In
addition teachers assess and monitor specific subjects which are reported on.
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Reporting
Reporting on assessment is about communicating what students know, understand and can do. It describes the progress
a child is making in their learning and identifies targets that teachers have identified as being the next step in each
child’s learning.
Reporting may take many forms including conferences and written reports. Conferences are held periodically across
the year. Student- led conferences involve sharing the progress students are making and their goals.
ICS sends home reports in December and June
Written reports are a record for parents of a student’s progress. They help inform learning also. Reports clearly indicate
areas of strengths, areas for improvement, and students are involved in providing input (through self-assessment), to
give an overview of a student’s development. The reporting system and procedures of ICS reinforce the underlying
values of the Primary Years Programme.
In March, every parent will receive an informal progress report that will give an interim assessment of their child's
progress in reading, writing, math, unit of inquiry and the specialist subjects.
In the reports the following areas are reported on:
The learner profile.
The transdisciplinary units of inquiry, including science and history.
Maths, Literacy, Speaking, and the specialist subjects.

The Exhibition is the culminating experience of the Primary Years Programme. This takes part in Year 6 and offers
students the opportunity to take part in an in-depth, collaborative inquiry.
Assessment of the Exhibition is rigorous and involves both ongoing assessment of the process and assessment of the
culminating event itself. The Exhibition is a challenging experience as well as a celebratory one.
References:
Making the Primary Years Programme Happen; International Baccalaureate Organization; 2009; PYP Scope and
Sequence Documents; International Baccalaureate Organization; 2009; ICS Scope and Sequence Documents.
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