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Principal’s Message
Dear Parents and Students
Today we start our May Holiday and we are all looking forward to a break after what has been an
unprecedented term.
The Prime Minister communicated to the nation that secondary schools will not be returning back after
the holidays, but primary schools will recommence with an adjusted timetable to meet health and safety
guidelines linked to COVID-19. The thinking behind it is that, all being well, the secondary sector might
replicate the primary phase approach by June 2, 2020. As I explained in my last bulletin: “Depending on
the government response, our school is already considering scenarios for how to manage a ‘return’ to school
that provides parental choice, educational continuity and a sense of ‘back to normal’ that is responsive and
responsible.” We are heavily engaged with this and the preliminary plans look positive and in line with our
expectations.
A key focus in the short terms is our End-of-Year Exams (EYE). The Leadership Team and Curriculum
Leaders came to an agreement and owing to the current circumstances, we will replace EYE with
Continuous Assessment (CA). This means that students will be assessed continuously within units of work
in Term 3 rather than having an end-of-year exam. By not having our EYE, we are extending our weeks of
teaching to create time for different forms of assessments, especially online.
Please note also:
1. Each curriculum Area will decide the format of their assessments and communicate this to
students at the beginning of a Unit of Work in keeping with good practice guidelines. Magister,
Google Classroom and verbal communication will be used here.
2. Each teacher will explain to students what they are meant to do and how their progress and
achievement will be recognised for Term 3 in each subject.
3. Magister, Google Classroom and verbal communication will be used to ensure students
understand what they are meant to do for each learning episode.
4. The expectation of our teachers is that they will be innovative with the evaluation formats.
5. Students’ participation, attendance, work ethic and timely work submission will be very much
considered in measuring each assessment.
6. The above process is only for Term 3 of the academic year 2019-2020.
7. Therefore, for students to be promoted into the next grade level, performance in Terms 1, 2 and 3
will be taken into account.
Any further questions as ever, please contact our Heads of Section or Deputy Principal.
As I said in my previous bulletin, I am delighted with our students’ work. They have been working diligently
and showing a level of maturity beyond their years. All of us at RISS are very proud of them. Where there
have been any concerns, we have already engaged with parents and families.
Finally, please read a special report on “The Great History of Pandemics”. This is an informative and
thought-provoking report created by our Senior Students. My congratulations to them for a great piece of
work and I do hope you enjoy reading it!
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Please keep well, stay strong and positive and enjoy the next few weeks of holiday, such as it is. The time will
come when we will look back together and feel proud of ourselves, I know.

Dr Gilbert-Sáez
Principal - RISS
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Prof Sarah Gilbert - Vaccinologist
I highly recommend to you all to watch this interview. The clear knowledge, expertise and
clarity of ideas from Prof Sarah Gilbert (no connection here) is outstanding. Highly
recommended.
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RISS Instagram
We have been very busy keeping our RISS Instagram alive and up to date. If you don't follow us yet,
you can do so if you click here.
We invite you to think about how we would be able to show what our students are doing now.
Perhaps you see your child working hard behind their computers, joining the RISS Fitness Club,
Thursday Clubs or anything else that you would like to share with the community. Please do not
hesitate to send us a photo that we can post. We always like showing off the amazing things our
students do. We like to challenge you to think with your children how we can engage and keep the
community strong. Please send your entries to clu@wolfert.nl.
Charline
.
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Middle Years - CIE - IGCSE Exams - UPDATE
Introduction
Grade ten students have now finished their formal teaching at RISS and would normally be on
their revision leave at this time. For them, the hard work is now over and they can take a well
deserved break. In preparation for the IB we are hoping to be able to deliver some preparation
education for the students and will be in touch regarding this next week. In the meantime, they
will still have their tutor sessions so that we can keep in contact and to enable them to interact
with their class friends.

IGCSE Entries
Our teachers are continuing to check the student work, provided to staff, to create our
evidence-based predicted grades for CIE. These will, as previously described, be processed by
Cambridge and compared to our historical data and the data from the other 6,000 international
schools. They may, then, ask us to provide the evidence for selected students to support our
predictions. CIE will then finalise the grade boundaries and may adjust grades up or down. We
expect the results from Cambridge on or before 11th August 2020 at 07:00 ECT.
We wish all of our students every success with their results.
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Foundation - UPDATE
Dear Foundation Years Parents and Students,
We have now had six weeks of online lessons and our students are ready for a well
deserved break and I am sure you as parents do as well.
Again I would like to thank all our FY students with the positivity that they have taken on their
lessons.

They have grown a tremendous amount over the past six weeks in their

independence and self-discipline. We also know that your support at home has contributed
to this and we appreciate it.
When we resume our online lessons after the holiday, some of the other subjects will be
back on the students’ timetables. This will include Art, Music, Drama and PE. Students will
have one lesson a week with each of these subjects. The teachers for these subjects are
already busy with their preparation for the lessons, and are looking forward to seeing the
students again.
I wish you all a lovely two week holiday of rest and relaxation.
All the best, and stay healthy!
Kind regards,

Ms Swart
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IBDP - UPDATE
Grade 12
Our grade 12 students have had their last day of formal education last week, and from now on,
they are on “study leave” and awaiting their final results. It was a bitter-sweet moment, but we
hope we will see one another in the flesh - safely - as soon as possible. If any student has
forgotten, the results are released on 6 July 2020.
In order to maintain some contact, voluntary tutor lessons are still scheduled for students who
would like to check in with their tutors and ask any questions. With the completion of CAS by all
students, all official IB matters have now been finished.
A few matters remain:
● Any student applying to a university, requiring transcripts or predicted university grades
and documentation, should contact Ms Cinzia (cmf@wolfert.nl) as soon as possible to
finish off the process.
● If any student requires the IB to send their result straight to their chosen programme of
study, you should send in the forms to Ms de Vries before the end of April. This is a free
service for now, but if you miss the deadline, you have to request the transfer yourself and
pay the IBO $17 per transcript.
● Grade 12 students are reminded to empty their Google drive folder by downloading
important information they want to keep and download all important emails with
attachments connected to their school documents as access to their school emails will not
be possible once they have graduated.

Grade 11
The teachers and tutors have been working on mid-term reports. Ms. du Plessis has been or will be
in touch with the parents of students for whom concerns have emerged. The majority of our Grade
11 students are still doing reasonably well with on-line education, and we would like to both
congratulate the students who have been keeping up and are motivated with their work, but also
encourage students not to slack off, and to keep up with their CAS, EE and academic subjects. If
there are any concerns, questions or queries, please contact Ms du Plessis or Ms de Vries for
support.
The Extended Essay (EE) process is up and running. All students have been assigned a supervisor,
who will guide the students in the process. Most supervisors have already reached out to the
students, and where this has not been the case the initial contact should happen Monday or
Tuesday of next week. For your convenience the EE deadlines have been copied below. All
EE-related information is available in the Google Classroom for EE as well.
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Extended Essay Deadlines
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

●
●

April 20: begin literature review
May 25-31: end of lit review. First formal reflection session with supervisor. Tasks to
accomplish:
Finalising question
Discussing key resources/issues
Writing first reflection
Co-creation of an essay outline
June 1-5: students submit outline to supervisor for final approval
June 8-12: feedback on outlines from supervisors
July 10: first draft due- minimum of 2000 words
July 10-17: feedback on first draft
September 9: first draft completed (4000 words)
September 9-23: interim reflection session with supervisor. Tasks to accomplish:
○ Cover referencing and formatting
○ Trouble-shooting the problematic sections
○ Large scale changes if necessary
October 26: final draft due
November 2-16: viva voce
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The Great History of Pandemics - Introduction
In the midst of the current
corona crisis, it is easy to feel utterly
powerless against the rampage that this
virus

has

caused,

whether

social,

political and economic. Yet, at this point
in the crisis, what has had the largest felt
impact is not so much the economic
devastation, as could be expected, but
the forced isolation to which all of us
have been confined. The days now seem eternal as we sit at home yearning for that day when
there will no longer be an awkward elbow handshake or a screen separating us from our loved
one. Fun fact: the word quarantine originated during the Black Death. Italian sailors would be held
to their ships for a period of 30 days (a trentino). This seclusion was extended to 40 days or a
quarantine which is where the word came from.
As we resort to several creative distractions from the mundanity of this new temporary lifestyle,
we ponder on how such a minuscular virus succeeded in dragging the entire world in a state of
crisis, hoping this nightmare will soon come to an end.
A more important question we should ask ourselves though is this: what happens next? Will we all
retrieve our previous lives, leaving them completely unchanged, so as to show our appreciation to
all we had taken for granted and had missed oh so dearly? Or will the scars of this pandemic make
us more determined to make the necessary changes to ensure this part of history will never repeat
itself again?
Why am I saying ‘again’? Because while the fear and uncertainty surrounding the coronavirus
pandemic may feel new to many of us, this is nothing new to history. In fact, dozens of pandemics,
very similar to this one, have preceded this one ! So, what does this mean for us educated, critical
and reflective 21th century inhabitants of this planet? It means that maybe the history of
pandemics can end here…
Here is a list of history’s most famous pandemics. Happy reading and maybe our covid-19
pandemic won’t feel so alien anymore !
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The Great Plague of Athens

11

12

Smallpox

13

14

Plague of Justinian

15

16

The Black Death

17

18

Columbian Exchange

19

20

The Great Plague of London

21

22

Polio

23

24

The Spanish Flu

25

26

The Hong Kong Flu

27

28

HIV/AIDS
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Class of Covid-19:
Anna-Sophia Kool (Editor)
Fleur Stolk (Smallpox)
Nina Yrauskin
Paul Mertens (The Black Death)
Jelle Koopmans (The Spanish Flu)
Stijn Beek (The Black Death)
Floris Swinkels (The Spanish Flu)
Anja Parpura (Columbian Exchange)
Arseniy Sverdlov (HIV/AIDS)
Estella van Brakel (The Great Plague of London)
Heloise Geus (Plague of Justinian)
Alexandra Khariktonova (Polio)
Marko Stojsavljevic (The Hong Kong Flu)
Andrej Mitrovic
Yasmine Louche
History teacher: Carolyn McNanie Moschopoulos

April, 2020
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