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VOWEL CHART

Hebrew
Page Sounds Like Transliteration Name Vowel
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T - =
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31 ah Chataf Patach Tm D ""Uﬂ S—
14  eh Chataf Segol '?1}0 ’-"'Dn -
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ﬂ;@ is the day that God rested on, after creating the world in the very
beginning. On ﬂ'.:l(D we also rest and take time to thank God for all the
blessings of life that we enjoy. l':'.'l(D begins on Friday evening at sundown when
we light the ﬂ;@ candles, sing the wine blessing called the Kiddush, and recite
the blessing over the golden Halah bread. n:w ends on Saturday night with
the Havdalah ceremony. Jews all over the world take time to make ﬂ;v.? a
special day of peace and love with family and friends.

Syllable Practice
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5'1'7@ means "peace." We say DT'WJ when we meet someone, and we also wish
them DW"?‘Q:J when we say goodbye. When we feel good about ourselves, we enjoy
the inner peace of Cﬁ‘?@. Jews always work for a more peaceful world based on
DTL)@. Especially important is DT‘?U in the home. All family members can love
each other better when there is a feeling of D'i'?f{.j between them. On N2Y
Jews greet each other by saying 51‘7@ gl

Syllable Practice
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people began. Moses

The ﬁ'}jﬂ is a scroll of the first five books of the Bible.
hand written on thin leather called parchment. The H'}Tﬂ teaches us about how
God created the world, how God wants all of us to be good, and how the Jewish

MW services. The 72 or N2 Mitzvah reads from the T at their service.
The goal of TT']T'H is for us to build a world of D'i‘?&? as partners with God.

The ?'l"ljﬁ is carefully

wrote the ﬁ'ﬂﬂ on Mount Sinai. The ?'ﬂjﬂ is read at
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The Fl"}m is a fun circle dance. Everyone enjoys the H'Tls'[ at weddings, 72 and
M2 Mitzvah parties and any happy holiday. Often, the person being honored is
lifted high on a chair and everyone dances the njﬂﬂ around them. In Israel,
they dance the W1 along with many other exciting Israeli dances. At Jewish
summer camps, they have fun dancing the ;'I']'iﬂ on FDW Do you know how to
dance the ﬂ']iﬂ?

Syllable Practice
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A u'Tj'iD is a teacher. Each :'f'}ji‘l teaches us valuable things. We can all think

of a FI'T___TFJ that we have especially liked. A good T'T']J'D knows how to make

learning interesting. In Hebrew, a ﬂ"]"i?l is a man teacher and a :'TT]D is a lady

teacher. When you teach a friend something new, you are a ﬂ"_ﬁD or a Ti']‘lfl.

Being a .'m_jm or a Tf']W'D is a very important profession.
Syllable Practice
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A 171 is a beautiful candle holder with seven branches. The TR was the
lighting lamp used in the ancient Temple in Jerusalem. There is a special
Tij‘.l?; for Hanukah with nine branches. When we light the Hanukah 77722
we recall the courage of the Macabee brothers who fought for the freedom of our
people. The n'i'ﬂl?" of Hanukah reminds us of the miracle of the oil which lasted
eight days. The n'mr: is also the symbol of the country of Israel.

Syllable Practice
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The word "JTX means "Lord." We say 'JTX in most prayers. We also say
"J"IR when we read the holy name of God in the ﬂj'iﬂ. When we see the
abbreviation of God's name ()’ ) in the prayer book, we still pronounce it "X
The M tells how "X gave us the Ten Commandments so that we will
always be fair and kind to other people. Jews always show respect for God's

name by acting in a good way that "JTR is proud of.
Syllable Practice
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A TT‘?BG is a prayer. ﬂ‘?ﬂﬂ is a way of talking to God. Actually, the word H'?BT:
means to judge yourself, to see if we are living by the Ten Commandments that
.;'[N has given us. Our "['751'1 to ]'TN can be very personal, or we can say a
;|‘73i | that has already been written in the prayerbook. At a I FU service, we
recite I'W'?Dﬂ (prayers) and chant from the TT"Hﬁ You can say a TTI?E}'T in a
temple or anywhere else. You can also say a H'?Ei‘a quietly in your heart.

Syllable Practice
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The word ?'T;H@ﬁ means "return." Since all of us occasionally act in a way that

we know is wrong and makes us feel bad, we need to "return" to doing the right
thing by the process of TT2IIN. When we truly wish to do 23 we need to
a'pologize to the person we have wronged and promise never to do it again. Doing
72NN allows "JTX to forgive us. After we do T2WN and we have returned to
living by the commandments of the ;'F‘Ijﬁ, we can feel good about ourselves again.
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"2V is the "Hebrew" language. You are learning how to read "2 right
now! [1"712D is one of the first languages to have an alphabet. In N1"12Y the
word "alphabet" is called the "Alef Bet" because the names of the first two
Hebrew letters are Alef and Bet. Your 1712 or ?TTWJ will teach you how to read
"3V, The I'I']Th is written in 11712V without any vowels. The prayerbook is
written in English and in [1"712Y. The people in Israel speak "2,

Syllable Practice
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A 273 is a "blessing." Jews say a 1272 whenever we feel happy or thankful

to "JTX. We say a 71272 before eating a tasty meal. We say a 1272 when we
see a beautiful sight, like a pretty flower, a sunset or a rainbow. We can also say
a 1273 when we smell a delightful fragrance, or when we spend time with
someone we really like. There is a 1273 for hearing good news. And there is
even a i127)3 when we hear bad news! We can say a 12732 in "72Y orin
English. When we say a 1272 it makes our life better because we take the
time to appreciate the things that are important to us.

Syllable Practice
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In I1"120 the word 172 means "blessed." Every 11273 begins with the word
7173, In fact, a 11272 starts with the phrase "JTX X 7172 which means
"Blessed are You, My Lord." We bless "J7X for all the good things in our life.
We can also bless people. When a friend comes to our house we welcome them
with X277 '-'[-'I"K;j ("Blessed is the person who comes in"). And when they leave,
we say O170. A boy's name can be J172. A girl's name can be 77272
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‘7&']\.0" 1s the country of Israel, a homeland for the Jewish people. ‘7de’ is a
beautiful land of white beaches, green fields and rocky deserts. The capital of
'7NTU is Q° '7@11" (Jerusalem) which means "city of E']‘?v) The largest city
in '72{7\;.? is 2"AX '7ﬂ (Tel Aviv) which has lots of fun outdoor cafes. The
symbol for the country of l?N"M is the TN, In '7N7v.7 people speak | ’T AV
eat ‘7"-"1'75 and dance the HTT’T On ﬂld everybody says T |'7Ed ﬂ:hd
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A M2Mis a"friend." In N"M22Y aboyisa 127 and agirlisa 172, Being a
good T or iT7)3MT is one of the most important things. A good 72 or M727
1s someone we can always count on. Some people like to have a large number of
funy WJH (friends). Others prefer to have just one "best" 727 or 717217,

In ‘72\'(1{47 people sing a lovely song called 577 Dli?U

Syllable Practice
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"]"TN gave us the :'ﬁj'ﬂ. Finally, I'IQTJD led us to the Promised
On MO2 we eat matzah for seven days.

MO8 is the Passover holiday of freedom. In "2 the word MO means “to
pass over" because "JTN passed over the Jewish houses in Egypt. On MOZ we
enjoy a beautiful 170 dinner. On MO2 we read how UM (Moses) led us from
being slaves in Egypt to freedom. Then, TR brought us to Mount Sinai where

Land of L?N'M‘

Syllable Practice
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On the holiday of MOB (Passover) we read from a book called the 177, The |
?TTJ.'I starts with the H?jﬂ over the wine. Thcrﬂ‘p‘n 18 written in 7"02Y and
in English. The word 1737 means "telling" because it tells how [TM led us from
slavery in Egypt to freedom. The 11727 contains fup songs like 1277
The 7 -E-'E” is filled with dramatic pictures of the famoyg Ten Plagues in Egypt,
how we crossed the Reed Sea, and when "JIX gave us the 70 at Mount Sinai.
Syllable Practice
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A ]Tﬁ is a "cantor." The '[Tﬂ has a trained musical voice. It is the job of the ]I to
lead the 1720 at a N2 service. Naturally, a ]}7 knows how to read [1"712Y very
well. The ]ITT is an expert at chanting from the H‘]TH. At the end of the Friday
night 1'[551"1 the ]I sings a 7272 over |*7 (wine) called Kiddush. The ]I is often
the T2 or M for teaching students their 72 or N2 Mitzvah i'i";'?Dﬂ (prayers).
When the ]ITT sings, we feel closer to "J'IN. ;

Syllable Practice
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The 1273 (blessing) over the wine is called the Ejﬂ'f}?. In 71"2Y the word
W12 means "to make holy." On N2 we sing the WW'TI?. The m‘f;? says.
"Blessed are You, "JTX Our God, King of the universe, who has created the fruit
of the grapevine." The ]IIT sings the WWP on 120. We also sing the fm"[i: on
special holidays like MO2. Often young children sing the @TIP_ and drink grape
juice instead of |77 (wine).

Syllable Practice
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The holiday of {1120 is the fall festival of thanksgiving. The word M120 means
"shacks" because a 20 is a temporary shelter. The whole family has fun
building the 120 out of palm branches and decorates it by hanging fruit.
Everyone gets to eat inside the 720 and even sleep in it overnight. On D120 we
first sing the UTTP and then we sing the 11272 over the 3'71‘7 (palm branch)
We celebrate the beautiful holiday of I1120 for eight days.
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living by the N1X1 of justice and kindness found in the 7M.

A XD is a "commandment." Doing a i1)37) means doing the right thing. "Q"le(
is proud of us when we do a MXR. It is a iT)3M to tell the truth, not to steal, to
be kind to animals, to save the environment and to help the needy. Everyone
knows about the famous ﬂ‘iE:D (Mitzvot) called the Ten Commandments.
Becoming a 132 or N2 XM (“son/daughter of the commandments”) means

i Syllable Practice
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The T is a special reading from the Prophets which is chanted by the 72 or Ii2
msn. The Prophets were wise men who reminded everyone to follow the DI of
jus.tice and kindness given to us by "J7X. The word 1027 means "concluding,"
because we chant the [T IUDT after we conclude the [T section of the N2Y service.
The TWET has a similar idea to the TTTiFl portion for that week. During the H?EE
for 12U the 12 or N2 MIXN says a 17272 before and after the TODT.
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The word ’-‘]DDHH'7 means "to wrap yourself" in the "9, The 72 or 2
11372 often receives the gift of a beautiful 7 "DL’J at their service. Before we
begin the 'TbDﬂ for ﬂ:IID we say the 1272 for putting on the I’ '7[‘3 The
12732 for the I’ '7t3 blesses "J"TR who has commanded us to perform the 11312
of qmvmb When the 73 or N3 )% chants from the 71757 they first
touch the P9 to the "l'TlI‘l and then kiss it as a sign of respect.
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Syllable Practice — 4
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The word " IR means "land." The Land of Israel
is called L?N"'hﬂ" V' IX. According to the 171R

-
| Rt
-

the Jewish people were given '72%'.'7'(2?" VN by
"J7X. In return, we promised to live by the ideas
of justice and kindness that ”J‘IR wants for all
people. Sometimes, a 12 or N2 13N travels to
PR7D° Y7 where they have their service at the
Western Wall in 02017 (Jerusalem). The
1272 that we say over our food blesses "1TX for
giving us bread from }"“INiT (the "land").
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Lesson 19
KEY WORDS:

wR1 933

Y | e A

MBULANCE X

New wae [s:

sometimes has the sound of 7 (b: = lj}:)
T T

Some prayer books use a ditferent symbol

| for the - when it makes the .l sound ( o o W )

always has the sound 7
e

The first ~ is silent. The second = is a very short _ sound.

Loving God 7[@9] ‘?33 is taught in the F13IX) prayer. The word WBJ
means “breath” or “life.” Rabbi Akiva used to teach that loving God
7[&’?5] ‘7?3 means loving God “with all your life, even if God takes your life.”
Many people risk their lives for the sake of others. Firefighters and police

officers do this every day. Great leaders, like Martin Luther King and Yitzhak
Rabin, faced real danger to bring freedom and peace to others. Sometimes,
DOrdinary people also do great deeds to help or rescue others. Such heroes show
15 what loving God 7[@51 ‘7?3 really means.



T READING FAUL
Y/ KEY WORDS:
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On this page, every time you see  — pronounce it as |
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Lesson 18
KEYWORDS: 1T 51 -

R3Y 5 nioTa
Shabbat Blessings
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