The Gerald B. Woodruff Society

The Gerald B. Woodruff Society
n 1999 The Providence Country Day School established a bequest society in honor of long-time assistant head of school, Gerald B. Woodruff. The Society recognizes individuals who have
named PCD in their estate plans.
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Mr. Woodruff served the PCD community for 40 years, starting in
1929, until his retirement in 1969—as assistant head of school, an
inspiring teacher and dedicated coach. During his tenure, he had
the foresight to establish an endowed fund to support faculty
salaries—a fund that continues to benefit our teachers today. He
also provided for the School with a bequest in his will and set up a
Charitable Gift Annuity with PCD. Inspired by Woodruff’s enduring contributions to the School, alumni, faculty, parents and friends
have followed his example—naming PCD in their estates and/or
designing planned gifts that benefit both PCD and themselves.
The Woodruff Society represents PCD’s true guardians—donors whose generosity will impact the
health and vitality of the School in profound and as yet unimagined ways. The legacies of
Woodruff Society members will help enrich the lives and shape the minds of countless generations
of PCD students, ensuring the School’s strength in perpetuity. Planned gifts to PCD can reach farther and accomplish more than gifts to larger institutions; they are able to make a significant difference right away that truly reflects a donor’s wishes.
Planned Giving expresses a deep and thoughtful commitment to PCD’s future; many estate gifts
support endowment and thus, provide for the ongoing sustainability of a school. Additionally, estate gifts are the result of important planning by the donor, who can receive regular income, significant tax benefits or accomplish other financial goals as a result. PCD’s development office,
along with your financial advisor, can help you distinguish between the various types of estate
planning vehicles and help you determine the best way to meet your financial needs and objectives.
There is no minimum gift requirement to establish membership, and all donors, whether through
a bequest provision or a life income arrangement are automatically granted membership in the
Woodruff Society.
This enclosed information will introduce you to the basics of the most common types of planned
gifts. Please note that for each plan, there are numerous options available, allowing you to customize your plans and make sure that you will be able to meet your needs as well as help meet
the needs of the School.

The Providence Country Day School: A Brief History

A History of PCD
he Providence Country Day School, established in 1923, is a college preparatory school serving a diverse community of students in grades 6-12. The student population draws from
more than 45 communities throughout Southeastern New England. The educational program balances rigorous academics, visual and performing arts, and competitive athletics. Its mission and values are upheld by a faculty distinguished by academic excellence and deep personal
commitment.
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In 1923 a group of business leaders, educators and parents set out to establish a premier collegepreparatory school in a rural setting. The Sweetland Farm in East Providence offered the perfect
location to bring their vision to fruition, and though the physical layout of the school has evolved
over the ensuing years, the “farm” remains the center of the PCD campus today. Initially a small,
all-boys middle and high school, PCD was able to successfully navigate its commitment to becoming a coeducational institution, thanks to the strict adherence to its founding principles. In
1991, the school admitted its first female students, and in 1998 the Board of Trustees hired Susan
Haberlandt as Head of School, to lead and secure the school through those critical transformational
years and beyond. Today, PCD’s program and gender balance are decidedly more reflective of real
life, and the vibrant school community is a living testament to the vision of the school’s founders.
In 1997 PCD completed an extensive campus consolidation and building project, in which two historic buildings, Metcalf and Chace Halls (1927) were moved to the east side of campus and renovated. At the same time Murray House opened as the new administration building and the
Moran Annex was added to the West Field House, providing greatly expanded and improved athletic facilities.
Throughout its history, PCD’s program development has
been dynamic and innovative. In the 1980s the school
paved the way for a now national trend to position the study
of Physics first in the sequence of science disciplines. Today
every subject at every grade level is infused with a thoughtful balance of traditional pedagogy and experiential learning. Students are empowered to share responsibility for their
own learning, resulting in a level of leadership that distinguishes PCD students from their peers. PCD’s mission and
core values of commitment and participation, diversity, hard
work, honesty, intellectual curiosity, respect and teamwork
inform all that goes on at the school—both in and outside of
the classroom.
The mission of the Providence Country Day School is to inspire lives of engaged citizenship in
a diverse community of motivated learners. By meeting high standards for academic achievement, ethical behavior and community participation, PCD students grow with confidence and
prepare for a lifetime of learning and leadership.

Planned Gifts

Flexible Options
here are many estate planning vehicles designed to meet a wide variety of personal financial and philanthropic goals. Following are some of the most common options. Please consult your financial advisor to determine the best way to proceed.
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Bequest Provisions
It is easy to remember PCD with a simple provision in your estate plan. Donations can be made
through a:
•
•
•
•

Will (A specific amount or a percentage of your assests can be gifted.)
Living trust
Life Insurance policy
Qualified retirement plan

Support should be designated to the “Trustees of Providence Country Day School, a charitable and
educational institution in East Providence, RI.”
Gifts That Give Back to the Donor
PCD offers a Charitable Gift Annuity, a mutually beneficial program that provides lifetime income
to the donor as well as income tax relief. These significant benefits enable many donors to leverage the amount of their gift to the School.
The Charitable Gift Annuity pays a fixed income for one or two lifetimes (minimum gift: $20,000).
Payments are fixed and backed by the full assets of the Rhode Island Foundation. The rate paid
by the annuity is determined by the age(s) of the income beneficiaries, and a portion of the income may be tax advantaged.

Request for Information

t takes time and effort to create an effective plan for the future. We would like to help you
by creating a personal profile that will help determine the type of gift that might best suit
your needs and goals. In the meantime, please feel free to contact us with any questions.
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o

I’m not sure which gift plan works best for me. Please contact me.

I am interested in exploring:
o
o

How to make a Bequest
A gift plan of a Charitable Gift Annuity (a gift that provides income to me
and/or my beneficiaries)

o

Making a gift of appreciated securities

o

Making a gift of Retirement Plan Assets in my estate or during my lifetime

o

Making a gift with Life Insurance

Name

Address:

Phone:
o

I have included Providence Country Day School in my estate plans and would be
pleased to be recognized as a member of the Woodruff Society.

Please return this form to:
Development Office
THE Providence Country Day SCHOOL
600 Waterman Avenue
East Providence, RI 02914

Phone: 401-438-5170

