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A NOTE FROM THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL OFFICE

Dear Parents,

This has been a busy week as | work with administration and teachers to begin planning for our
return to face-to-face instruction. Since many students will not be able to be in Guangzhou or may
choose to work from home, we are developing a ‘hybrid’ learning plan. This plan will allow students
in school and at home to be exposed to the same learning objectives. Online learning and face-to-
face instruction can never be the same, but the learning objectives can be.

As | have shared at a Parent Coffee, our written curriculum is based on learning objectives called
Standards. We use standards for absolutely every aspect of learning: from social/emotional, PE, Art,
Music, Chinese, Health - to - Math, Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening, Science and Social
Studies. There are hundreds of these learning objectives for each grade level. This allows us to

ensure that your child is learning whether online or in person.

What makes it difficult during online learning is that teachers are unsure how much the child does on
their own and how much is with parent support. For a teacher to understand exactly what a child
knows — or doesn’t know — is critical in our school, as it drives what the teacher will do next. It also
drives what a teacher says or does to support your child individually. This is why we do not want you
to correct your child's work or support their learning (other than to answer clarifying questions about
an assignment). Unlike when we were growing up and grades were based on the excellence of a
finished product (thus parent help was critical), our grades are based on how deeply a student

understands our learning objectives independently.
As we navigate the new way of doing things, we are about to have our first ever Virtual Spirit Week
and Virtual assembly. As with all new endeavors, | have no idea how successful things will be, but

like a true risk-taker, | will try! | look forward to seeing the students’ photos and videos!

| would like to end this letter sharing an article that reminds us that even during these difficult times

there is always a positive side: https://www.altogethermostly.com/what-if-instead-of-behind-these-

kids-are-ahead/

Have a nice week, and thank you for your support.
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