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HEALTH & SAFETY UPDATE: FROM THE DIRECTOR

Dear Parents and Guardians,

(Scroll down for Chinese translation) (& &5/ EAY P S ERIR)

Welcome to Spring! As we continue our coronavirus journey, | would like to encourage us all to take
the time to reflect and appreciate the special gifts and moments that life provides us. A great
example is the coming of spring. No matter how dark and cold the winter, spring comes. Spring
brings color, joy, and hope. Bask in the warmth of its beauty and promise of better days ahead. | love
Lady Bird Johnson’s quote, “Where flowers bloom so does hope”. The re-opening of the AISG
Science Park campus is one such flower to appreciate and celebrate. | am confident there will be

more good things to come.

Here is some additional information we have received since our last schoolwide communication:

Government Updates

Yesterday, following a successful final inspection of the Science Park campus, AISG received verbal
confirmation from the Guangzhou Education Bureau that we will be permitted to resume on-campus
learning for students. Following this, the bureau will then decide what other grades will resume

staggered on-campus learning.

SP Campus Preparation Efforts

I'd like to share my gratitude to the phenomenal staff and administrators working on preparations for
the reopening of the Science Park campus. The School Reopening Task Force is working hard to
ensure our campus meets every health and safety protocol required by the local authorities. “On the
ground” efforts are being led by Rick Bunnell (MS Principal), Kerry Timmerman (HS Principal), Faye
Huang (SP School Services Manager), and Ava Xing (Deputy Director of Advancement) to ensure all
aspects of learning, operations, and government requirements are in place prior to the return of
Grade 8 and Grade 12 students. At present, we have approximately 75 students across Grades 8
and 12 who have indicated their intent to return to on-campus learning.

The Guangzhou Education Bureau has issued strict guidelines on how the school will operate. As a
result, on-campus learning will look very different from what a normal school day before COVID-19
would look like. The learning environment will be highly regulated and procedural and Science Park



parents have received general details of what to expect in advance of their child returning to school.

We do not yet have any information regarding the May 11th resumption date for other grades and do
not expect to receive any updates on this until after the April 27th resumption date.

COVID-19 Testing

All AISG faculty, staff, and students will be required to undergo testing for COVID-19 prior to
students returning to campus. Our first priority for testing will be those required to be on campus for
the April 27th resumption. All faculty, staff, and students who will be on campus from April 27th has
already undergone nucleic acid testing.

While you may already have a negative test certificate, the Guangzhou Education Bureau will require
you to produce a more current certificate (dated within 7 days of returning to school). Therefore, we
advise students not required to be on campus on April 27th to wait for further instructions regarding
their testing.

Parent Zoom Meetings — “Coffee and Conversation with Kevin”

Thank you to those parents who joined us for the recent Director’s coffee morning zoom session and
thank you to the PTA for collecting questions to share in the session. It was a beneficial discussion
for all and a great opportunity to connect with parents around the topics of school reopening,
summer enrichment program and how the school is making sure it remains fiscally responsible and
operational throughout the pandemic. Please keep an eye out for a FAQ document to be sent over
the weekend containing a summary of the discussion along with a recording of the ES and MS/HS

coffee sessions.

Summer Enrichment Interest Survey / Summer Enrichment Program Information

The Summer Enrichment Program proposal is in its final stages of discussion. At this point in time,
we’ll be looking to offer two-week sessions that would run twice over the summer that is free of
charge to our families. More information about the summer enrichment program will be shared in the
coming weeks. Please be on the lookout for the summer enrichment program interest survey email

next week.

May 1 — Labor Day Holiday
Please be aware that May 1st (Labor Day) is listed on the school calendar as a school holiday with

no classes.

Scenario Planning for SY20-21

At this stage, there remains a lot of uncertainty around how much longer the COVID-19 pandemic
will extend. The AISG Crisis Response Team and Learning Leaders are also discussing mitigation
plans for a variety of scenarios for next school year, including how to support returning faculty once
permitted to re-enter China, how to support and onboard new faculty joining our community, and
possible calendar adjustments to support a delayed resumption of SY20-21.

Thank you for taking the time to read this update. | understand it is a lot of information to take in. If



you have any questions, concerns or feedback regarding our communication efforts or any other

topic of interest, please send your comments to prepare @aisgz.org.

In closing, as we evolve into a new phase of our context, | encourage you to take the time to smell

the flowers that are indeed blooming this spring. Enjoy and keep up the great work you are doing.

Stay safe and be well.

Kevin Baker
Director

American International School of Guangzhou
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