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American International School of Guangzhou

HEALTH & SAFETY UPDATE: FROM THE DIRECTOR

Dear Parents and Guardians,

(Scroll down for Chinese translation) (& &5/ EAY P S ERIR)

I hope that you and your family had a wonderful spring break holiday, welcome back!

I'd like to provide some important updates for parents since our last schoolwide communication.

Safety Concerns

While the school has received no official documentation from the bureau detailing a change in
policies, China’s warnings against imported coronavirus cases have led to increased reports of anti-
foreigner sentiment in Guangzhou. The school is in frequent communication with the U.S. Consulate,
the Foreign Affairs Bureau and the Guangzhou Public Security Bureau about how to ensure the

safety and wellbeing of our faculty, staff, and students.

While there are a number of establishments operating as normal, we are seeing inconsistencies in
how foreigners are being treated in various districts around Guangzhou. As such, we strongly advise
families currently in Guangzhou to exercise caution. We recommend foreign passport holding
families stay home as much as possible, bring your passport with you when you do need to leave

your house and avoid being out late at night to avoid potentially being locked out of your compound.

We also advise having the contact details of your country’s consulate on hand and to make contact
with your consulate if you feel the need to do so. While there are inconsistencies in how rules and
regulations are being enforced it is important to be patient and respectful with authorities. We are
continuing to monitor this situation and will provide updates on this matter as more information

comes to hand.

Campus Reopening Date

Last Thursday evening, the Guangdong Education Department officially announced that schools in
Guangdong will be permitted to resume on-campus learning in staggered phases beginning April
27th. Beginning Monday, April 27th, Grades 8 and 12 are permitted to resume on-campus
instruction. From May 11th onwards, staggered grades will be able to resume following permission
from the bureau. (Please note, an earlier communication incorrectly stated Grades 9 and 12. We



apologize for the error.)

Following on from the Guangdong Education Department’s announcement, we are waiting for further
instructions from the Guangzhou Education Bureau as to directives for a potential resumption. In the
interim, AISG’s Crisis Response Team continues to plan for a range of scenarios until more detailed

information is received.

AISG’s School Reopening Task Force is responsible for ensuring the mandated health and safety
protocols are in place prior to the school’s resumption. While the Bureau has given tentative
permission for staggered in-person learning to resume, all international schools must implement
rigorous compliance measures in order to be given full permission to resume on-campus learning.
Campus reopening remains dependent on a number of factors, including official approval of AISG’s
compliance measures for campus safety and the current warning level of Guangzhou districts for
epidemic control status.

Separate communication will be shared later this week to detail the specific preparation work being

done to support a safe campus environment for faculty and students following their return to campus.

Mandatory Nucleic Acid Testing

This past Friday, the Guangzhou Provincial Education Department announced mandatory nucleic
acid tests for all faculty and staff prior to resuming work. It is unknown whether students will undergo
testing. The school is waiting on more detailed guidance on this requirement and will update parents

as soon as more information becomes available.

Blended Learning Strategy

At this stage, we also have no further information from the Foreign Affairs Office regarding
the potential date of the lifting of China’s suspension of visas and work permits.

AISG has the necessary number of faculty and staff to support a staggered resumption of on-
campus learning and continues to plan for a blended learning strategy that supports students able to
join campus learning and students unable to be physically present on campus (whether they are

overseas or currently in Guangzhou.)

A separate update containing more information regarding AISG’s proposed blending learning
strategy will be shared later this week.

Online Re-Enroliment Survey

This past weekend, the Ministry of Education released an announcement relating to tuition collection
for schools in Guangdong. AISG is in the process of seeking clarification from the government
regarding the details of this new policy and will communicate the response we receive from the
authorities once we receive more information. In the meantime, AISG has begun its reenroliment
process for SY20-21 and has sent out a re-enrollment survey to understand the plans of our parents.
The re-enroliment intention survey is separate from any tuition invoicing. Your assistance in

responding to the re-enrollment intention survey will help AISG to make plans for our students for the



next school year. No students will receive invoices until further clarification is received by the school
regarding how the Ministry of Education’s announcement impacts international schools. If you have
any questions about the admissions process, we encourage you to contact admissions @aisgz.org.

For any questions relating to tuition, kindly contact djager@aisgz.org.

In closing, please take care of yourself and know we are here to support and assist you. Our
community is unified and strong in our commitment to overcome these challenges together. We also
encourage you to continue sending your questions, comments, and concerns to prepare @aisgz.org.

All languages welcomed.

Stay Safe and Be Well,

Kevin Baker
Director
American International School of Guangzhou
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