
Use this calendar to help keep yourself 
organized during our days of off-site 
learning. Each day, follow the 
schedule. Check off each item as you do 
it. Digital learning assignments can be 
completed online and printed while hard 
copies are available as well!

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Morning Work ❏ Week 17: Day 1 ❏ Week 17: Day 2 ❏ Week 17: Day 3 ❏ Week 17: Day 4 ❏ Week 17: Assessment

Reading

❏ Read 20 minutes

❏ Complete Reading:
ReadWorks: Panning for 
History handout or 
digitally using 
Readworks.org

❏ Read 20 minutes

❏ Answer multiple choice 
questions on Panning for 
History handout or on
Readworks.org

❏ Read 20 minutes

❏Write short answer to 
questions on Panning 
for History handout or 
on Readworks.org

❏ Read 20 minutes

❏ Use the two vocabulary 
words from the story.  
Complete the Frayer Model 
graphic organizer on paper 
or on Classkick.com

❏ Read 20 minutes

❏ Complete Weekly 
Reading Log 
handwritten or digitally 
using Classkick.com

Informational 
Writing

How did the discovery of 
gold by John Sutter effect 

California?

Use this prompt for Tuesday 
– Friday writing assignment.

Finding Text Evidence

❏ Read the Fourth of July text
❏ Complete the worksheet by 

underlining text evidence in the 
article that answers each 
question (use color coding)
❏ Properly cite the evidence for 

each question using the Let’s 
Cite Text Evidence sentence 
starters

ACES Graphic Organizer
Use the article about “Panning” to 
answer the prompt

❏ Answer the prompt (create a 
TOPIC sentence)
❏ Cite the source (2-3 pieces of 

evidence) to support your 
topic sentence
❏ Explain the evidence
❏ Summarize your answer 

(restate the question)

Rough Draft 

❏ Write a rough draft on 
paper or on Office 365 

❏ Use organizer to help 
your put your sentences 
in order 

Edit Your Paper

❏ Use ACES checklist to 
make sure you have 
checked off each part of 
your essay

Final Draft 

❏ Write your final on paper 
or on Office 365 
❏ Use ACES checklist to 

make sure you have 
checked off each part

Math

Geometry

❏ Review Geometric 
Figures notes

❏ Complete problems 
77-91

Geometry

❏ Use the Triangles and 
Shapes notes to finish 
your project
❏ Complete Geotown
project

Simplify Fractions

❏ Review the 
Simplifying Fractions
notes
❏ Complete 
problems 60-67

Compare Fractions

❏ Review the 
Comparing Fractions
notes
❏ Complete problems 
68-76

Free Choice Day 
My Math pages of your 

choice, review 
multiplication facts, 
OR KHAN ACADEMY 

https://www.khanacademy.org/
mission/cc-fourth-grade-
math/task/5071690918936576
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Panning for History

Panning for History
by Michael Stahl

The Young Scout troop went on a camping trip one weekend. The 12 boys and their patrol leader went 

into the woods close to their home city of Sacramento, located in the state of California, U.S.A. They had 

many activities planned. The boys were going to learn about pitching tents, cooking on a fire, wood 

carving, and, because there was a river close by, panning.

Panning is simple and has a long history. It has been used for centuries to find rocks, minerals, and riches 

in riverbeds. All a person has to do is dip a large pan into a river, allow water, dirt, and stones to collect in 

it, and then shake. The pan can either have tiny holes or lengthy slits that will allow the water to escape, 

while leaving the rocks behind. There is always a chance that one of these rocks might actually be very 

valuable. One might even be a golden nugget!

The patrol leader had brought along six pans for the fun learning experience, so the boys worked in pairs. 

For a time, the boys went through the panning process and looked closely at the rocks they found. As they 

dipped and shook, then dipped and shook their pans some more, their patrol leader explained to them that 

panning for gold was in part responsible for one of the most important times in American history. And 

though a lot of people found riches in California, the gold rush of the mid-1800s also destroyed one man's 

fortune. That man's name was John Sutter.

Sutter had traveled to America from his home country of Switzerland after having a lot of trouble making 

money there. He left his wife and children in Switzerland, while he moved around the western part of the 

U.S. hoping to find a way to earn money. After years of effort, his work finally paid off. He was granted land 
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Panning for History

in 1839 to form the colony of Nueva Helvetia, which means New Switzerland. This region is now known as 

the city of Sacramento. In the center of the colony in 1841, he was able to build "Sutter's Fort" as a trading 

center. Native Americans helped him build it, and he was able to give jobs to many people who were 

coming into the area from the eastern parts of the U.S. as well as some local Native Americans.

In 1847, Sutter was hoping to increase his wealth, and he began construction on a sawmill. A sawmill is a 

place where large tree trunks are cut down to make useful lumber. In January of 1848, the mill was almost 

complete when one of his workers came to him with a discovery that changed the United States forever. 

The worker, James W. Marshall, had found gold in a nearby river. He told Sutter, his boss, about it. Sutter 

felt that this discovery was actually a bad thing for him, and he was right.

Sutter and Marshall tried to keep the gold a secret, but people eventually found out. This affected Sutter 

because many of his workers just stopped working for him and began searching for gold. Then, thousands 

upon thousands of people from the eastern U.S., Mexico, and even Asia invaded the area, hoping to strike 

it rich. Many of these people were poor and desperate, so they were willing to make the long, dangerous 

trip to California from wherever they lived. A lot of them used the panning process in rivers to find gold 

because it was inexpensive and did not require large machines or explosives.

Many moved there in the year of 1849 and were then called '49ers. The nearby city of San Francisco grew 

tremendously, eventually becoming one of the biggest cities in the country. Roads were built so that 

people could get into the area. New laws were written, and, by September 1850, California was named the 

31st state in the United States of America-one main reason being that so many people had moved there 

for gold.   

Though some people struck it rich, Sutter was ruined. Nobody would work for him, and many people who 

came into the area stole from his farm and orchard. Soon, he would leave California and try his luck living 

in Pennsylvania.

None of the Young Scouts found any gold in the river during their camping trip. However, they heard quite 

a history lesson from their patrol leader about a really exciting time in history.
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ReadWorks Vocabulary - pan

pan                          pan        

Definition

noun

1. an open, metal container for cooking or baking.

You need a large frying pan to cook all those eggs.

Advanced Definition

noun

1. an open, shallow container, usu. made of metal, designed for cooking, baking, or other 
household uses.

2. any vessel that resembles such a container, in an industrial process or as part of a mechanical 
device.

3. a depression in the earth, either natural or man-made.

transitive verb

1. to wash (gravel, sand, or the like) in a pan to remove gold or other precious metals.

2. (informal) to criticize, as in a review.

intransitive verb

1. to wash gravel, sand, or the like in a pan to remove gold or other precious metals.

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. My dad poured the wet eggs into the pan. The eggs heated up.

2. So he used his hand to sweep the glass into the pan. "Ouch!" His cut his finger.

3. "I think I just remembered something my grandmother used to do." Mom pulled out a frying 
pan and a jug of vegetable oil. She poured the oil in the pan.

4. I had gotten burned on the stove before, yanking the handle on a pan of bacon and splashing 
some grease onto my fingers. Suddenly I couldn't move.

5. When students meet their goal for the month, they get a certificate for a personal pan pizza. 
"We're really proud of the program," says Leslie Tubbs, the director of Book It.

6. The pan can either have tiny holes or lengthy slits that will allow the water to escape, while 
leaving the rocks behind. There is always a chance that one of those rocks might actually be 
very valuable.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
Definitions and sample sentences within definitions are provided by Wordsmyth. © 2015 Wordsmyth. All rights reserved.



ReadWorks Vocabulary - ruin

ruin                          ru       ·      in        

Definition

verb

1. to destroy or damage something.

A flood ruined the village.

Advanced Definition

noun

1. complete destruction or decay.

It's not clear what caused the ruin of this ancient civilization.

The earth's rain forests are facing ruin.

2. (usu. pl.) the product or condition of such destruction or decay.

The dress was torn to ruins.

The ruins of some of the buildings still remain.

They found their home in ruins after the hurricane.

3. a complete downfall, as in health, or financial or social standing.

These bad investments led to the company's ruin.

4. the cause of destruction or downfall.

The scandal was the ruin of his political ambitions.

transitive verb

1. to cause the destruction of; wreck or devastate.

The bad publicity ruined his career.

The disease ruined the crops.

The flood ruined their homes.

2. to cause the downfall or disgrace of.

3. to make unusable or unable to be enjoyed; spoil.
ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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ReadWorks Vocabulary - ruin

The ink stain ruined the dress.

The rowdy guests ruined the party.

intransitive verb

1. to be wrecked; fall into ruins.

2. to suffer a downfall; come to ruin.

Spanish cognate

ruina: The Spanish word ruina means ruin. 

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Tornadoes ruin whatever is in their path. They can destroy houses and other buildings.

2. Do construction sounds ruin your day? Unpleasant human-made sounds are noise pollution, 
which comes from many sources.

3. It is dark so that light doesn't ruin the negatives. Photography makes our lives richer in many 
ways.

4. Hannah didn't let the butterflies in her stomach ruin her first figure skating competition. 
Instead, she ignored them and focused on her skating.

5. Emily didn't think it was possible for Rick to ruin her party if he wasn't allowed out of the 
basement. She hadn't counted on a remote control.

6. He knows the boys are trying to make him mad so that they'll have an excuse to ruin his car. 
"I'm sorry you feel that way," Tommy says.

7. The bad news shifted focus away from the woes of the big U.S. automakers (Ford, Chrysler, 
and General Motors), all three of which had recently skirted financial ruin. Toyota subsequently 
conducted a study of unintended acceleration in its vehicles.

8. I've read so many descriptions in newspapers of the ruin and desolation caused in this war. 

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Panning for History - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. On their camping trip, the Young Scouts learned the history of what?

A. panning

B. fishing

C. pitching tents

D. wood carving

2. What problem did Sutter first face after gold was discovered in a nearby river?

A. He was no longer able to use the river for his sawmill.

B. The Native Americans would not let him pan for gold in their territory.

C. His workers stopped working for him and looked for gold instead.

D. Sutter's Fort was damaged by explosives that the gold hunters brought.

3. Panning for gold is a simple and inexpensive process. What evidence from the 

passage supports this statement?

A. Many of the people who came looking for gold were poor and desperate.

B. Panning does not require large machines or explosives, just a pan.

C. The many people who moved to California in 1849 were later called the '49ers.

D. Because of the gold rush, the nearby city of San Francisco grew tremendously.

4. Why was panning for gold in part responsible for one of the most important times in 

American history?

A. The increased pan sales created a lot of profit for the United States.

B. Panning for gold taught many Young Scouts a valuable lesson.

C. Panning in rivers helped clean waste from the water across the country.

D. Panning for gold gave many people the opportunity to change their fortunes.

5. What is this passage mostly about?

A. a Young Scout camping trip at the beach

B. the California gold rush and its effects

C. how John Sutter made his fortune panning for gold

D. Sutter's Fort and the people who worked there
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Panning for History - Comprehension Questions

6. Read the following sentences: "Though some people struck it rich, Sutter was 

ruined. Nobody would work for him, and many people who came into the area stole 

from his farm and orchard. Soon, he would leave California and try his luck living in 

Pennsylvania."

What does the word "ruined" suggest about Sutter?

A. He was in financial trouble.

B. He was killed.

C. He was messy.

D. He was scared.

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

The gold rush of the mid-1800s made many people rich, ______ it destroyed John 

Sutter's fortune.

A. so

B. after

C. such as

D. but

8. Who were the '49ers?

9. Describe the effects of the gold rush on Sutter's Fort.

10. Explain whether the California gold rush was a good or a bad thing. Use details from 

the passage to support your answer.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Triangles can be classified by their sides. 

 

 

Equilateral Triangle  
3 sides that are congruent  

 

 

 

Isosceles Triangle  
At least 2 sides that are 

congruent  

 

 

 

Scalene Triangle  
None of the sides are 

congruent  

 

Triangles can also be classified by their angles. 

 

 

Acute Triangle   
All 3 angles are acute angles 

(less than 90o) 

 

 

Right Triangle  
1 angle that is a right angle 

(90o) 

 

 

Obtuse Triangle  
1 angle that is an obtuse angle 

(greater than 90o) 
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Weekly Reading Log  

(Only do this once at end of each week) 

Date:_________________ 

Title:_____________________  Author____________________________ 

Starting Page________   Ending Page_______ 

Summary of What you read (Make sure to write in complete sentences)  

How does the story make you feel?    What information is new to you?  What 

information is confusing?  What new words did you learn?  Are you enjoying what 

you read?  Why or why not? 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________ 



ACES Checklist 

 
Answer the question (Topic Sentence)   _________ 

Cite Source #1 (Evidence)     _________ 

Example #1        _________ 

Cite Source #2 (Evidence)     _________ 

Example #2        _________ 

Cite Source #3 (Evidence)     _________ 

Example #3        _________ 

Summary (Restate Topic Sentence)   _________ 

Transitions        __________ 

Spelling         __________ 

Punctuation        __________ 

Capitals         __________ 

Grammar         __________ 

Indent         __________ 
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