
Edison High School AP Update  April 14, 2020 
 

 

For the most accurate and up-to-date information, please visit:  
Updates for AP Students Affected by Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 
 

Exam Length, Structure, and Format 

● The exams will only include topics and skills most AP teachers and students 
have already covered in class by early March. We know that some students have 
lost more class time than others, and we want to be fair to all students. 

● Like many college-level exams, this year’s AP Exams will be open book/open 
note. ​Get tips for taking open book/open note exams. 

● Most exams will have one or two free-response questions, and each question is 
timed separately. Students will need to write and submit their responses within 
the allotted time for each question. 

● For ​most ​subjects, the exams will be ​45 minutes long​, and include an additional ​5 
minutes for uploading.​ ​Students will need to access the online testing system 
30 minutes early to get set up. 

● Teachers will receive copies of student responses to questions to affirm the 
validity of the answer and that it is indeed the student’s actual work. 

● Students will be able to take exams on any device they have access 
to—computer, tablet, or smartphone. They will be able to either type and upload 
their responses or write responses by hand and submit a photo via their cell 
phone. 

● Specifics on WHAT will be on each test/format of each test can be found here: 
https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/students/taking-ap-exams/ap-ex
am-schedule#courseSpecific 

○ For example, some tests will have portfolio submissions, some will have 
one question to answer, some will have two questions to answer. Check 
your courses carefully. 

Courses with Portfolio Submissions or Alternate Submission 
The following courses will use portfolio submissions and will not have a separate online 
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exam. All deadlines for these submissions have been extended to May 26, 2020, 11:59 
p.m. ET: 

● 2-D Art and Design 
● Computer Science Principles 

(note: this portfolio submission is 
best done on a laptop) 

● Research 
● Seminar 

 

● Students taking AP world 
language and culture exams will 

complete two spoken tasks 
consistent with free-response 
questions three and four on the 
current AP Exam; written 
responses will not be required. 
We'll provide more details in the 
coming weeks to help students 
prepare. These will be completed 
on the dates listed below. 

 

Exam Timing and Tasks 

● Exams will be given from ​May 11 through May 22​. 
● Each subject’s exam will be taken on the same day at the same time, worldwide. 
● Make-up test dates will be available for each subject from June 1 through June 5. 

The test schedule is below 
(​https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/students/taking-ap-exams/ap-e
xam-schedule​).  

● These are the ONLY DATES AND TIMES that a student can take these exams. NO 
EXCEPTIONS. It’s imperative that students watch their calendars closely. IF we 
do not return to school. We will do our best to send as many reminders as 
possible, but ultimately it is the student’s responsibility 
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● CollegeBoard has stated that they will work with any student who may have a 

technology issue during the test. We are not 100% sure of the logistics of this, 
but they are aware that this could be an issue. Technology isn’t perfect.  

● Students can fill out the following form to contact College Board if they have any 
technology concerns taking an AP exam from 
home:​https://collegeboard.tfaforms.net/74​. This must be done by ​April 24th​. If 
students cannot access the link, they can also email 
RemoteAPAccess@collegeboard.org​ ​for more information.  

Taking the Exam 
In late April, CollegeBoard will  provide AP students and educators with information on 
how to access the testing system on test day, and video demonstrations so that 
students can familiarize themselves with the system.  

● Students will receive an access link to sign into the system to take their test via 
the email address they provided when they signed up for their online AP account. 

● Students WILL have the opportunity to practice on the system prior to testing 
day. Information regarding that will be sent soon.  
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AP Test Review Sessions 

Continue working toward college credit and placement with free, live AP review lessons, 
delivered by AP teachers from across the country. These mobile-friendly classes: 

● Are optional and designed to be used alongside work that may be given by 
schools. 

● Are available on demand after the original presentation so teachers and students 
can access them any time. 

● Are not dependent on current AP teachers continuing instruction. We know many 
AP teachers now face challenges that would make that impossible. 

● Enable AP students to complete the few remaining topics of each AP class and 
then, throughout April, focus on reviewing the skills and concepts from the first 
75% of the course. 

To access the live classes and recordings, visit the ​AP YouTube channel​. We’ll be 
adding more courses soon. For more details about your exams, visit ​Taking AP Exams​, 
and see ​our FAQ page​ for more questions. 

Here are some other ways to get ready for your exam: 
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● Complete any assignments from your AP teachers in AP Classroom. These may 
include Topic Questions, Personal Progress Checks, and free-response practice 
exam questions. Once you complete each assignment, you’ll see reports with 
feedback on your answers that can help you target additional practice. 

 
For the most accurate and up-to-date information, please visit:  
Updates for AP Students Affected by Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
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