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In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like
added to the school’s book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as
needed.
Book Summary and summary citation: (suggested resources include book flap summaries,
review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.)
An innocent teenager.
An unexpected hero.
In 1957, Melba Pattillo turned sixteen. That was also the year she became a warrior on the front
lines of a civil rights firestorm. Following the landmark 1954 Supreme Court ruling, Brown v.
Board of Education, Melba was one of nine teenagers chosen to integrate Little Rock's Central High
School.
Throughout her harrowing ordeal, Melba was taunted by her schoolmates and their parents,
threatened by a lynch mob's rope, attacked with lighted sticks of dynamite, and injured by acid
sprayed in her eyes. But through it all, she acted with dignity and courage, and refused to back
down.
This is her remarkable story.
Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the
OLSD curriculum map(s): (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator
number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form)
RL. 1,2,3, and RL. 9
Include two professional reviews of this title: (a suggested list of resources for identifying
professional reviews is shown below. Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the
form or printed reviews may be attached to the form)
Review #1
"Beals, one of the nine black students who integrated Central High School in Little Rock, AR, in
1957, tells an incredible story of faith, family love, friendships, and strong personal commitment." --School Library Journal
Review #2
Library Journal
Beals, one of the "Little Rock Nine'' and a former NBC reporter, writes movingly of desegregating
Little Rock's Central High School in 1957-58. Using diaries and contemporary media coverage, she
re-creates a time of fear and tenaciously held hopes. The horrors the nine black students faced are
told in a teenager's voice, simply and sadly. Robbed of normal adolescence, Beals grew up fast. Her

gratitude to the 101st Airborne for their protection stands in stark contrast to her bewilderment over
the behavior of Governor Faubus and school officials, who refused to enforce even rudimentary
discipline to prevent the daily torture. Beals credits family and friends, along with Daisy Bates, the
late Thurgood Marshall, and the press, for their support. Though her use of "re-created''
conversations does not always work, this remains a highly readable tale of courage in the face of
persecution that deserves to be read, especially by young people. School libraries should consider,
and all libraries with strong black history collections will want to purchase. [Previewed in Prepub
Alert, LJ 2/1/94.]-Donna L. Cole, Leeds P.L., Ala.
What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?
Title: Watson's Go to Birmingham
Author:
Christopher Paul Curtis
Title: Bud, Not Buddy
Author:
Christopher Paul Curtis
Title:
Author:
Title:
Author:
Title:
Author:
Title:
Author:
Document any potentially controversial content:
Race relations, violence
Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the
suggested classroom use: (check all that apply)
Gifted/Accelerated
GRADE LEVEL(S):

Regular
6

At Risk
7

8

9

10

11

12

Reading level of this title (if applicable): 12 and up
Date Submitted to Department Chair: 12-14-12

Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources:
School Library Journal
Horn Book
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books
VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates)
Library Journal
Book Links
Publisher's Weekly
Booklist
Kirkus Review
Wilson Library Catalog
English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English)

The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association)
Literature for Today’s Young Adults

