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Teacher: Schubert School: SMS 
    
Book Title: They Call Me A Hero Genre: Literary 

Nonfiction/Memoir 
    
Author: Daniel Hernandez Pages: 221 
    
Publisher: Simon & Schuster Copyright: 2013 
    
 
In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like 
added to the school’s book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as 
needed. 
 
Book Summary and summary citation:  (suggested resources include book flap summaries, 
review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.) 
Daniel Hernandez helped save the life of Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords, and his life 
experience is a source of true inspiration in this heartfelt memoir, “an absorbing eyewitness view of 
a shocking event wrapped in a fluent, engaging self-portrait” (Kirkus Reviews). 
“I don’t consider myself a hero,” says Daniel Hernandez. “I did what I thought anyone should have 
done. Heroes are people who spend a lifetime committed to helping others.” 
 
When Daniel Hernandez was twenty years old, he was working as an intern for US Representative 
Gabrielle Giffords. On January 8, 2011, during a “Congress on Your Corner” event, Giffords was 
shot. Daniel Hernandez’s quick thinking before the paramedics arrived and took Giffords to the 
hospital saved her life. Hernandez’s bravery and heroism has been noted by many, including 
President Barack Obama. 
 
But while that may have been his most well-known moment in the spotlight, Daniel Hernandez, Jr., 
is a remarkable individual who has already accomplished much in his young life, and is working to 
achieve much more. They Call Me a Hero explores Daniel’s life, his character, and the traits that a 
young person needs to rise above adversity and become a hero like Daniel. 
 
-The above summary is found on Barnes and Noble's website 
 
Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the 
OLSD curriculum map(s):  (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator 
number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form) 
Team 801 at SMS plans to use this novel as a choice text for a literary nonfiction unit. Each of the 
novels selected for this unit showcase real "characters" who overcome obstacles on the way to 
creating their own legacies. The following CCSS will be addressed during our reading: 
 
RI 8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 



 

 

RI 8.2: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, 
including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text. 
 
RI 8.3: Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, 
or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 
 
 
Include two professional reviews of this title:  (a suggested list of resources for identifying 
professional reviews is shown below.  Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the 
form or printed reviews may be attached to the form) 
Review #1 
“His story is inspiring not only for his bravery during the shooting, but also for his commitment to 
education advocacy and public service, including his appointment to Tucson’s Commission on 
LGBT issues and election to the local school board. Photos of Hernandez with family, friends, 
colleagues, and political figures are included” (Publishers Weekly). 
  
 
Review #2 
The young political intern who provided first aid to Congressional Representative Gabrielle 
Giffords after her shooting, likely saving her life, steps forward to tell his story. 
This account—written by Rubin, but based on lengthy interviews and cast in Hernandez’s first 
person—hits all the right notes. Insisting that he’s not as heroic as people who devote their entire 
lives to public service (though he vows to do just that), Hernandez describes the attack and 
immediate aftermath in sharp detail. He then goes on to chronicle the next six months of memorial 
and other ceremonies, meetings with President Barack Obama and speeches and news interviews by 
the hundreds as his background and personal details (he is a gay Latino) draw widespread public 
attention. He rounds out the narrative with snapshots (both textual and visual) of his south Tucson 
childhood, schooling and experiences in local campaigns, both for others and for himself (running 
and losing for university student-body president, running and winning for his school board). 
Throughout, he comes across as self-assured but not full of himself, conscious of but not obsessed 
with his image and his status as a multiple role model, opinionated but not angry or preachy. 
An absorbing eyewitness view of a shocking event wrapped in a fluent, engaging self-portrait 
(Kirkus Review).  
 
What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?  
Title: Unbroken, Laura Hillenbrand Author: 

     

 
Title: I Am Malala, Malala Yousafzai Author: 

     

 
Title: The Diary of a Young Girl, Anne Frank Author: 

     

 
Title: 

     

 Author: 

     

 
Title: 

     

 Author: 

     

 
Title: 

     

 Author: 

     

 
 
Document any potentially controversial content: 
The central character lives as a openly homosexual man. In the book, it discusses how after he 
received the public's attention for saving Gabrielle Giffords' life, he worked on helping others in 
society. His good works include bettering LGBT community issues. Violence is discussed in this 
novel, since the central character witnessed and played a part in a violent shooting in 2011. 
 
Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the 
suggested classroom use:  (check all that apply)     



 

 

 
Gifted/Accelerated       Regular      At Risk  
 
GRADE LEVEL(S):  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  
 
Reading level of this title (if applicable):  930L 
 
 
Date Submitted to Department Chair: 2/23/2016 
 
 
Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources: 
School Library Journal 
Horn Book 
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 
VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates) 
Library Journal 
Book Links 
Publisher's Weekly 
Booklist 
Kirkus Review 
Wilson Library Catalog 
English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English) 
The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association) 
Literature for Today’s Young Adults 
 


