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In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like 
added to the school’s book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as 
needed. 
 
Book Summary and summary citation:  (suggested resources include book flap summaries, 
review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.) 
A Newbery Medal–winning classic is reinvented in a gift edition format with illustrations from the 
acclaimed artist Bagram Ibatoulline.  
Since winning the Newbery Medal in 1994, Lois Lowry’s The Giver has become one of the most 
influential novels of our time.This new illustrated edition, a celebration of the book’s standard of 
excellence and of Lowry’s illustrious writing, makes a perfect gift. The text is complemented by 
thirteen 
new illustrations from the acclaimed artist Bagram Ibatoulline. Also included are a new introduction 
by the author and her inspiring Newbery Medal acceptance speech. The new content and gift 
packaging now make it easier than ever to introduce young readers to this riveting modern classic, 
and provide a fresh edition for its legions of fans.  
The story centers on twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives in a seemingly ideal world. Not until he is 
given his life assignment as the Receiver does he begin to understand the dark secrets behind this 
fragile community.  
The Giver is the first in the trilogy of books that includes Gathering Blue and The Messenger. 
 
Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the 
OLSD curriculum map(s):  (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator 
number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form) 
      
 
Include two professional reviews of this title:  (a suggested list of resources for identifying 
professional reviews is shown below.  Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the 
form or printed reviews may be attached to the form) 
Review #1 
From School Library Journal 
Grade 6-9-- In a complete departure from her other novels, Lowry has written an intriguing story set 
in a society that is uniformly run by a Committee of Elders. Twelve-year-old Jonas's confidence in 
his comfortable "normal" existence as a member of this well-ordered community is shaken when he 
is assigned his life's work as the Receiver. The Giver, who passes on to Jonas the burden of being 
the holder for the community of all memory "back and back and back," teaches him the cost of 
living in an environment that is "without color, pain, or past." The tension leading up to the 
Ceremony, in which children are promoted not to another grade but to another stage in their life, 
and the drama and responsibility of the sessions with The Giver are gripping. The final flight for 
survival is as riveting as it is inevitable. The author makes real abstract concepts, such as the 
meaning of a life in which there are virtually no choices to be made and no experiences with deep 



feelings. This tightly plotted story and its believable characters will stay with readers for a long 
time. --Amy Kellman, The Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an alternate Hardcover edition.  
 
Review #2 
From Kirkus Reviews 
In a radical departure from her realistic fiction and comic chronicles of Anastasia, Lowry creates a 
chilling, tightly controlled future society where all controversy, pain, and choice have been 
expunged, each childhood year has its privileges and responsibilities, and family members are 
selected for compatibility. As Jonas approaches the ``Ceremony of Twelve,'' he wonders what his 
adult ``Assignment'' will be. Father, a ``Nurturer,'' cares for ``newchildren''; Mother works in the 
``Department of Justice''; but Jonas's admitted talents suggest no particular calling. In the event, he 
is named ``Receiver,'' to replace an Elder with a unique function: holding the community's 
memories--painful, troubling, or prone to lead (like love) to disorder; the Elder (``The Giver'') now 
begins to transfer these memories to Jonas. The process is deeply disturbing; for the first time, Jonas 
learns about ordinary things like color, the sun, snow, and mountains, as well as love, war, and 
death: the ceremony known as ``release'' is revealed to be murder. Horrified, Jonas plots escape to 
``Elsewhere,'' a step he believes will return the memories to all the people, but his timing is upset by 
a decision to release a newchild he has come to love. Ill-equipped, Jonas sets out with the baby on a 
desperate journey whose enigmatic conclusion resonates with allegory: Jonas may be a Christ 
figure, but the contrasts here with Christian symbols are also intriguing. Wrought with admirable 
skill--the emptiness and menace underlying this Utopia emerge step by inexorable step: a richly 
provocative novel. (Fiction. 12+) -- Copyright ©1993, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved. --
This text refers to an alternate Hardcover edition. 
 
What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?  
Title:       Author:       
Title:       Author:       
Title:       Author:       
Title:       Author:       
Title:       Author:       
Title:       Author:       
 
Document any potentially controversial content: 
      
 
Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the 
suggested classroom use:  (check all that apply)     
 
Gifted/Accelerated       Regular      At Risk  
 
GRADE LEVEL(S):  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  
 
Reading level of this title (if applicable):  5th grade 
 
 
Date Submitted to Department Chair:       
 
 
Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources: 
School Library Journal 
Horn Book 



Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 
VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates) 
Library Journal 
Book Links 
Publisher's Weekly 
Booklist 
Kirkus Review 
Wilson Library Catalog 
English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English) 
The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association) 
Literature for Today’s Young Adults 
 


