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Book Title:  The Grimm Legacy Genre:  Fiction/Fairy tale 
 
Author:  Shulman     Pages:  336 
 
Publisher:  Penguin Young Readers Group     Copyright:  7/7/2011 
 
In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like added to the school’s 
book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as needed. 
 
Book Summary and summary citation:  (suggested resources include book flap summaries, 
review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.) 
Elizabeth has just started working as a page at the New York Circulating Material Repository - a 
lending library of objects, contemporary and historical, common and obscure. And secret, too - for 
in the repository's basement lies the Grimm Collection, a room of magical items straight from the 
Grimm Brother's fairy tales. But the magic mirrors and seven-league boots and other items are 
starting to disappear. And before she knows it, she and her fellow pages - handsome Marc, perfect 
Anjali, and brooding Aaron - are suddenly caught up in an exciting, and dangerous, magical 
adventure. 
 
Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the 
OLSD curriculum map(s):  (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator 
number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form) 
Ican identify the major and minor events of the plot and explain how each incident gives rise to the 
next. 
I can identify recurring themes, patterns and symnols found in literature from different eras and 
cultures 
I can make critical comparisons across texts 
 
Include two professional reviews of this title:  (a suggested list of resources for identifying 
professional reviews is shown below.  Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the 
form or printed reviews may be attached to the form) 
Review #1 
From The Critics 
Shulman (Enthusiasm) intermingles classic fairy tale elements and modern-day conflicts in this 
clever novel set in New York City. The story begins when teenager Elizabeth Rew lands a plum 
part-time job, working as a page in the "New-York Circulating Material Repository," an institution 
housing rare objects to be lent to an exclusive circle of patrons. The most secret and by far most 
interesting section of the building is the basement, where magic objects mentioned in the Grimm 
Brothers' tales are stored. Much to the librarians' dismay, however, some of these valuable items go 
missing. With the help of her fellow pages, Elizabeth gets to the bottom of the mystery, but catching 
the thief poses enormous danger and necessitates the aid of some powerful equipment, including 
Snow White's mirror, a pair of winged sandals, and a magical golden key. Mixing tongue-in-cheek 
humor (like the magic mirror's blunt appraisal of Elizabeth's beauty: "Bitsy Rew is brave and true./ 
A pity she's not pretty too") with suspense, Shulman conjures an enticing slice of magic realism that 
fairy tale buffs should relish. Ages 10-up. (July) 



 

 

 
Review #2 
Marjorie Ingall 
The story buzzes along at a delightful clip…[The Grimm Legacy's] a fun ride. 
—The New York Times  
 
What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements? 
Title:  American Tale Tales     Author:  Mary Pope Osborne 
Title:  Favorite Folk Tales from Aroudn the World     Author:  Jane Yolen 
Title:  Short Stories from Ch 6     Author:  Holt McDougal Literature series 
Title:  

     

     Author:  

     

 
Title:  

     

     Author:  

     

 
Title:  

     

     Author:  

     

 
 
Document any potentially controversial content: 
reference to magic, some kissing between main characters, but not graphic 
 
Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the 
suggested classroom use:  (check all that apply)     
 
Gifted/Accelerated       Regular      At Risk  
 
GRADE LEVEL(S):  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  
 
Reading level of this title (if applicable):  Ages 10-14 
 
 
Date Submitted to Department Chair: 2/3/12 
 
 
Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources: 
School Library Journal 
Horn Book 
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 
VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates) 
Library Journal 
Book Links 
Publisher's Weekly 
Booklist 
Kirkus Review 
Wilson Library Catalog 
English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English) 
The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association) 
Literature for Today’s Young Adults 
 


