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In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like 
added to the school’s book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as 
needed. 
 
Book Summary and summary citation:  (suggested resources include book flap summaries, 
review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.) 
The first book in the exciting Bar Code series.  
Individuality vs. conformity. Identity vs. access. Freedom vs. control. The bar code tattoo. 
The bar code tattoo. Everybody's getting it. It will make your life easier, they say. It will hook you 
in. It will become your identity. 
But what if you say no? What if you don't want to become a code? For Kayla, this one choice 
changes everything. She becomes an outcast in her high school. Dangerous things start happening to 
her family. There's no option but to run . . . for her life. 
Individuality vs. conformity. 
Identity vs. access. 
Freedom vs. control. 
The bar code tattoo. 
 
Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the 
OLSD curriculum map(s):  (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator 
number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form) 
7R.L. 1,2,3,and 6 
 
Include two professional reviews of this title:  (a suggested list of resources for identifying 
professional reviews is shown below.  Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the 
form or printed reviews may be attached to the form) 
Review #1 
KLIATT 
In a book not far from the headlines aWhat if people began to get bar codes tattooed on their arms 
for identification, for credit card purchasing, for movement around the country, for getting a job? 
This is the premise of The Bar Code Tattoo, a story about Kayla, a high school student who is 
beginning to get suspicious of what the bar codes are doing to her world. Her friend's father can't 
get a job, people are losing their homes, alienating their families and committing suicide, and she 
knows it is somehow connected to the bar codes. She joins a group working against the codes and 
against Global-1, the corporation behind the codes, and soon is inspired to fight the bar code—and 
to fall in love! In the end, Kayla finds herself unwittingly on the lam, separated from her friends and 
family but knowing in her heart that she is doing what is right. This is a great book, one that 
reminded me of one of my favorites, Feed by M.T. Anderson, though a little less futuristic. It would 
be an excellent tie-in to discuss contemporary issues of proposed US I.D. cards and civil rights, as 
well as corporate domination and centralization of ownership. Students will enjoy the multilayered 
story lines and some students will recognize the similarities to the book of Revelation, which, if you 



read the author's note, inspired the title. A frightening book. KLIATT Codes: JS—Recommended 
for junior and senior high school students. 2004, Scholastic, 252p., Ages 12 to 18.  
—Sarah Applegate  
 
Review #2 
From the Publisher 
Voice of Youth Advocates 
(April 1, 2005; 0-439-39562-3)  
In 2025 America, everyone is getting the bar code tattoo on their wrist, containing financial and 
medical information. After sixteen-year-old Kayla Reed's father commits suicide and her best 
friend's family members are forced to move after receiving their bar codes, Kayla joins the 
resistance group Decode and refuses to get her tattoo when she turns seventeen. Readers encounter 
many cliffhangers as Kayla survives a house fire, escapes the hospital before getting tattooed, is 
accused of murdering her mother, hitchhikes to the Adirondacks, and wanders the wilderness sick 
with fever and desperate to avoid corporate and government enforcers and double agents her age. 
After joining a camp of resisters who are developing psychic abilities in response to the changing 
social and cultural environment, Kayla regains the strength to fight another day. The science fiction 
angle of the corporate/government powers using bar codes to weed out the unfit and uplift those 
with the least genetic flaws for future cloning is complemented with a discussion of how credit 
cards were the seeds of consumer tracking. A subplot of the elderly being euthanized in hospitals to 
save insurance costs is equally disturbing. Mixed in with such thought-provoking substance are 
some distracting subplots. A romantic triangle between Kayla and two classmates seems forced and 
used only to heighten suspense and move a plot that is already progressing well, and the conclusion 
involving people quickly evolving psychic abilities is under-explored. Teens will enjoy this book 
with its intriguing cover and suspense but might find the ending unsatisfying.-Julie Scordato. 
 
What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?  
Title: The Giver  Author: Lois Lowry 
Title: The Hunger Games Author: Lois Lowry 
Title:       Author:       
Title:       Author:       
Title:       Author:       
Title:       Author:       
 
Document any potentially controversial content: 
      
 
Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the 
suggested classroom use:  (check all that apply)     
 
Gifted/Accelerated       Regular      At Risk  
 
GRADE LEVEL(S):  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  
 
Reading level of this title (if applicable):  12 yrs old 
 
 
Date Submitted to Department Chair:       
 
 
Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources: 
School Library Journal 
Horn Book 



Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 
VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates) 
Library Journal 
Book Links 
Publisher's Weekly 
Booklist 
Kirkus Review 
Wilson Library Catalog 
English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English) 
The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association) 
Literature for Today’s Young Adults 
 


