Olentangy Local School District
Literature Selection Review

Teacher: Jana Thompson School: Hyatt’s Middle School
Book Title:  Pretties Genre: Realistic Fiction
Author: Scott Westerfeld Pages: 384

Publisher:  Simon & Schuster Children's Publishing Copyright: 2005

In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like
added to the school’s book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as
needed.

Book Summary and summary citation: (suggested resources include book flap summaries,
review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.)

Tally has finally become pretty. Now her looks are beyond perfect, her clothes are awesome, her
boyfriend is totally hot, and she's completely popular. It's everything she's ever wanted.

But beneath all the fun — the nonstop parties, the high-tech luxury, the total freedom — is a
nagging sense that something's wrong. Something important. Then a message from Tally's ugly past
arrives. Reading it, Tally remembers what's wrong with pretty life, and the fun stops cold.

Now she has to choose between fighting to forget what she knows and fighting for her life —
because the authorities don't intend to let anyone with this information survive.

Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the
OLSD curriculum map(s): (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator
number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form)

Reading Process - Comprehension Strategies

5. Summarize the information in texts, recognizing important ideas and supporting details as well
as noting gaps or contradictions. 7RPB

7. Predict or hypothesize as appropriate from information in the text, supporting with specific
references to a literary work. 7RPB

Self-monitor

8. Apply self-monitoring strategies to clarify confusion about text and to monitor comprehension.

Include two professional reviews of this title: (a suggested list of resources for identifying
professional reviews is shown below. Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the
form or printed reviews may be attached to the form)

Review #1

Publishers Weekly

Tally, the star of Uglies by Scott Westerfeld (which PW said, "raises thought- provoking issues") is
now one of the Pretties, thanks to an operation that everyone from Uglyville gets when they turn 16,
and which makes them gorgeous. In this sequel, a letter Tally discovers from her "former” self
raises disturbing questions about what else may have occurred during the procedure. Copyright
2005 Reed Business Information.



Review #2
School Library Journal

Gr 9 Up-This sequel to Uglies (S & S, 2005) continues to provide a gripping look at a dystopian
future, but does not stand on its own. Tally, the protagonist of the first book, has forgotten all that
she did as an Ugly and has completely embraced the mindless life of a New Pretty, going to parties,
drinking heavily, and thinking of nothing more than the next bit of entertainment. It is not until one
of the Uglies from New Smoke comes and delivers a message for her that leads her to two pills, that
she begins to remember the real reason she is Pretty: to see if the cure will work. Tally and her new
boyfriend, Zane, each take one of the pills and both begin to stay focused for longer periods of time.
Then he has a bad reaction to the pill, and Tally has to make a desperate attempt to get him to the
only doctors who can help him-the ones outside the city. Westerfeld has built a masterfully complex
and vivid civilization. His characters are multidimensional, especially Tally, who wrestles with
what she has done in the past and what she will be forced to do in the future. Uglies and Pretties are
both nearly impossible to put down. If you don't have the first one, make sure to purchase them
both.-Tasha Saecker, Caestecker Public Library, Green Lake, W1 Copyright 2005 Reed Business
Information.

What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?

Title:  Perfect Author:  Sara Shepard
Title:  Uglies Author:  Scott Westerfeld
Title: Author:

Title: Author:

Title: Author:

Title: Author:

Document any potentially controversial content:
Deals with issues dealing with sameness and utopia

Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the
suggested classroom use: (check all that apply)

Gifted/Accelerated [X] Regular X] At Risk [X]

GRADE LEVEL(S): 6D 7T 8] o] 10[ ] 11[] 12[]

Reading level of this title (if applicable): 6™ grade and up

Date Submitted to Department Chair: January 31, 2008

Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources:
School Library Journal

Horn Book

Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books

VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates)

Library Journal



Book Links

Publisher's Weekly

Booklist

Kirkus Review

Wilson Library Catalog

English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English)
The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association)

Literature for Today’s Young Adults



