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In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like
added to the school’s book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as
needed.
Book Summary and summary citation: (suggested resources include book flap summaries,
review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.)
Overview
About the Author: "I do not know how old I was when the daydreams became more than that, and I
decided to write them down, but by the time I entered high school, I was confident that I would one
day be a writer." -- Mildred D. Taylor

Newbery Award-winning author, Mildred D. Taylor, was born in Jackson, Mississippi, and grew up
in Toledo, Ohio. After graduating from the University of Toledo, she spent two years in Ethiopia
with the Peace Corps teaching English and history. Returning to the United States, Ms. Taylor
entered the University of Colorado's School of Journalism, from which she received her Master of
Arts degree. As a member of the Black Student Alliance, she worked with students and University
officials in structuring a Black Studies program at the University. She currently lives in Colorado.
Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the
OLSD curriculum map(s): (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator
number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form)
RL.6.1,2,7,9,10
Include two professional reviews of this title: (a suggested list of resources for identifying
professional reviews is shown below. Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the
form or printed reviews may be attached to the form)
Review #1
From Barnes & Noble
Ever since it won the 1977 Newbery Medal, Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry has engaged and
affected millions of readers everywhere. This special 25th anniversary edition celebrates the
timelessness of this beloved classic -- and introduces it to a new audience. Set in a small town in
Mississippi at the height of the Depression, this powerful, moving novel deals with issues of
prejudice, courage, and self-respect. It is the story of one family's struggle to maintain their
integrity, pride, and independence in the face of racism and social injustice. It is also the story of
Cassie Logan, an independent girl who discovers over the course of an important year why having
land of their own is so crucial to her family. The racial tension and harrowing events experienced by
young Cassie, her family, and her neighbors cause Cassie to grow up and discover the reality of her
environment.
Review #2

Amazon.com Review
In all Mildred D. Taylor's unforgettable novels she recounts "not only the joy of growing up in a
large and supportive family, but my own feelings of being faced with segregation and bigotry." Her
Newbery Medal-winning Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry tells the story of one African American
family, fighting to stay together and strong in the face of brutal racist attacks, illness, poverty, and
betrayal in the Deep South of the 1930s. Nine-year-old Cassie Logan, growing up protected by her
loving family, has never had reason to suspect that any white person could consider her inferior or
wish her harm. But during the course of one devastating year when her community begins to be
ripped apart by angry night riders threatening African Americans, she and her three brothers come
to understand why the land they own means so much to their Papa. "Look out there, Cassie girl. All
that belongs to you. You ain't never had to live on nobody's place but your own and long as I live
and the family survives, you'll never have to. That's important. You may not understand that now
but one day you will. Then you'll see."
Twenty-five years after it was first published, this special anniversary edition of the classic strikes
as deep and powerful a note as ever. Taylor's vivid portrayal of ugly racism and the poignancy of
Cassie's bewilderment and gradual toughening against social injustice and the men and women who
perpetuate it, will remain with readers forever. Two award-winning sequels, Let the Circle Be
Unbroken and The Road to Memphis, and a long-awaited prequel, The Land, continue the
profoundly moving tale of the Logan family. (Ages 9 and older) --Emilie Coulter --This text refers
to the Hardcover edition.
What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?
Title: Watsons Go To Birmingham
Author:
Christopher Paul Curtis
Title:
Author:
Title:
Author:
Title:
Author:
Title:
Author:
Title:
Author:
Document any potentially controversial content:
Violence: Boys are whipped and beaten by their teacher, there are threats made against the family
by white neighbors, men are set on fire. There are rracial slurs, and mild religious oaths.
Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the
suggested classroom use: (check all that apply)
Gifted/Accelerated
GRADE LEVEL(S):

Regular
6

At Risk
7

8

9

Reading level of this title (if applicable): 11 and up

Date Submitted to Department Chair: 12-19-2013

Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources:
School Library Journal
Horn Book
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books
VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates)
Library Journal

10

11

12

Book Links
Publisher's Weekly
Booklist
Kirkus Review
Wilson Library Catalog
English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English)
The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association)
Literature for Today’s Young Adults

