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In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like 
added to the school’s book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as 
needed. 
 
Book Summary and summary citation:  (suggested resources include book flap summaries, 
review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.) 
This review is from: Red Scarf Girl (Paperback)  
This is an interesting book for young adults that is found in some middle school classrooms, and 
that can also be a good book for children as young as fifth grade. Like many books for youth that 
have a serious message, as this one does, it is suitable for adults as well. This provides a good 
education for young people and children, to get a first hand perspective on China and the Cultural 
Revolution. It will help children to understand that not everyone is "free" to do as they please, and 
the cherish their freedom. It is a character-building book of value for young people. It should be one 
of those must-read book for the summer, one of those books that every classroom grades 5 through 
8 should have.  
 
 
Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the 
OLSD curriculum map(s):  (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator 
number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form) 
CCS - Fiction - Standards # 1- 10 
 
Include two professional reviews of this title:  (a suggested list of resources for identifying 
professional reviews is shown below.  Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the 
form or printed reviews may be attached to the form) 
Review #1 
The passionate tone of this memoir, Jiang's first book for children, does not obstruct the author's 
clarity as she recounts the turmoil during China's Cultural Revolution. It is 1966, and Ji-li, a highly 
ranked student, exceptional athlete and avid follower of Mao zealously joins her classmates in 
denouncing the Four Olds: ""old ideas, old culture, old customs and old habits."" Tables are turned, 
however, when her own family's bourgeois heritage is put under attack. Even when the 12-year-
old's dreams of a successful career are dashed (as quickly as her opportunities to attend a prestigious 
high school and to join youth organizations), and she must watch in horror as relatives, teachers, 
neighbors and friends are publicly humiliated and tortured, her devotion to ingrained Communist 
principals remains steadfast (""It was only after Mao's death that I knew I was deceived,"" she says 
in the epilogue). Jiang paints a detailed picture of everyday life in Shanghai (""Almost every 
Sunday afternoon Dad wanted to take a long nap in peace, and so he gave us thirty fen to rent 



 

 

picture books"") while slowly adding the dark strokes of political poison that begin to invade it. Her 
undidactic approach invites a thoughtful analysis of Ji-li's situation and beliefs. She astutely leaves 
morals and warnings about corruption and political control to be read between the lines. Ages 10-
up. (Oct.) - Publishers Weekly 
 
Review #2 
i-li Jiang was twelve years old in 1966, the year that Chairman Mao launched the Cultural 
Revolution in China. An outstanding student and much-admired leader of her class, Ji-li seemed 
poised for a shining future. But all that changed with the advent of the Cultural Revolution, when 
intelligence became a crime and a wealthy family background invited persecution'or worse. For the 
next three years Ji-li and her family were humilated and reviled by their former friends, neighbors, 
and colleagues and lived in constant terror of attack. At last, with the detention of her father, Ji-li 
was faced with the most dreadful decision of her young life: denounce him and break with her 
family, or refuse to testify against him and sacrifice her future in her beloved Communist Party.  
Told with simplicity, innocence, and grace, this unforgettable memoir gives a child's eye view of a 
terrifying time in twentieth-century history'and of one family's indomitable courage under fire. - 
Harper Collins Review 
 
What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?  
Title: Chinese Cinderella Author: Adeline Yen Mah 
Title: Bound Author: Donna Jo Napoli 
Title: Falling Leaves Author: Adeline Yen Mah 
Title: 

     

 Author: 

     

 
Title: 

     

 Author: 

     

 
Title: 

     

 Author: 

     

 
 
Document any potentially controversial content: 

     

 
 
Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the 
suggested classroom use:  (check all that apply)     
 
Gifted/Accelerated       Regular      At Risk  
 
GRADE LEVEL(S):  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  
 
Reading level of this title (if applicable):  Ages 10 and up 
 
 
Date Submitted to Department Chair: 4/16/12 
 
 
Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources: 
School Library Journal 
Horn Book 
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 
VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates) 
Library Journal 



 

 

Book Links 
Publisher's Weekly 
Booklist 
Kirkus Review 
Wilson Library Catalog 
English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English) 
The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association) 
Literature for Today’s Young Adults 
 


