
 

 

Olentangy Local School District 
L iterature Selection Review 

 
Teacher:  Amanda McCleary     Grade:  9     School: Olentangy Orange High School 
 
Book Title:  Night Genre:  Non-Fiction/Memoir 
 
Author:  Elie Wiesel     Pages:  115 
 
Publisher:  Hill and Wang     Copyright:  2006 (translation copyright - Marion Wiesel) 
 

book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as needed. 
 
Book Summary and summary citation:  (suggested resources include book flap summaries, 
review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.) 
 

 
of his survival as a  
wife and frequent translator, presents this seminal memoir in the language and spirit truest to the 

 the enduring importance 
 

capacity for inhumanity to man. 
 
Night offers much more than a litany of the daily terrors, everyday perversions, and rampant sadism 
at Auschwitz and Buchenwald; it also eloquently addresses many of the philosophical as well as 
personal questions implicit in any serious consideration of what the Holocaust was, what it meant, 
and what its legacy is and will be. (from Amazon.com) 
 
Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the 
O LSD curriculum map(s):  (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator 
number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form) 
 
Vocabulary: Comprehend foreign words that are commonly used in English. 
 
Reading: Identify, analyze, and evaluate the characteristics of various literary forms.  Compare 
works with similar themes/topics presented in different literary forms.  Analyze the use of a genre to 
express a theme/topic. 
 
Include two professional reviews of this title:  (a suggested list of resources for identifying 

 (with citation) into the 
form or printed reviews may be attached to the form) 
Review #1 
 
Amazon.com 
In Nobel laureate Elie Wiesel's memoir Night, a scholarly, pious teenager is wracked with guilt at 
having survived the horror of the Holocaust and the genocidal campaign that consumed his family. 
His memories of the nightmare world of the death camps present him with an intolerable question: 
how can the God he once so fervently believed in have allowed these monstrous events to occur? 
There are no easy answers in this harrowing book, which probes life's essential riddles with the 



 

 

lucid anguish only great literature achieves. It marks the crucial first step in Wiesel's lifelong project 
to bear witness for those who died. (from Amazon.com) 
 
Review #2 
 
A New Translation From The French By Marion Wiesel 
 

 a candid, horrific, and deeply poignant autobiographical account 
 

wife and frequent translator, presents this seminal memoir in the language and spirit truest to the 
 

 
capacity for inhumanity to man. 
 
Night offers much more than a litany of the daily terrors, everyday perversions, and rampant sadism 
at Auschwitz and Buchenwald; it also eloquently addresses many of the philosophical as well as 
personal questions implicit in any serious consideration of what the Holocaust was, what it meant, 
and what its legacy is and will be. (from Amazon.com) 
 
What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements? 
Title:  The Diary of a Young Girl     Author:  Frank 
Title:  Hiding Place                           Author:  Boom 
Title:  Surviving Hitler                      Author:  Warren 
Title:            Author:        
Title:            Author:        
Title:            Author:        
 
Document any potentially controversial content: 
 
Some profanity is used which exhibits the conditions in the ghetto and concentration camps. 
 
K eeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader , what is the 
suggested classroom use:  (check all that apply)     
 
Gifted/Accelerated       Regular      At Risk  
 
G R A D E L E V E L(S):  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  
 
Reading level of this title (if applicable):  9 
 
 
Date Submitted to Department Chair : 2 February 2010 
 
 

Suggested Professional L iterary Review Sources: 
School Library Journal 
Horn Book 
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 



 

 

VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates) 
Library Journal 
Book Links 
Publisher's Weekly 
Booklist 
Kirkus Review 
Wilson Library Catalog 
English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English) 
The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association) 

 
 


