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Author:  William Golding     Pages:  12 chapters, 190 pages 
 
Publisher:  Putnam Publishing     Copyright:  1954 
 
In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like added to the school’s 
book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as needed. 
 
Book Summary and summary citation:  (suggested resources include book flap summaries, 
review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.) 
Plot Overview (From Sparknotes) 
IN THE MIDST OF A RAGING WAR, a plane evacuating a group of schoolboys from Britain is 
shot down over a deserted tropical island. Two of the boys, Ralph and Piggy, discover a conch shell 
on the beach, and Piggy realizes it could be used as a horn to summon the other boys. Once 
assembled, the boys set about electing a leader and devising a way to be rescued. They choose 
Ralph as their leader, and Ralph appoints another boy, Jack, to be in charge of the boys who will 
hunt food for the entire group. 
Ralph, Jack, and another boy, Simon, set off on an expedition to explore the island. When they 
return, Ralph declares that they must light a signal fire to attract the attention of passing ships. The 
boys succeed in igniting some dead wood by focusing sunlight through the lenses of Piggy’s 
eyeglasses. However, the boys pay more attention to playing than to monitoring the fire, and the 
flames quickly engulf the forest. A large swath of dead wood burns out of control, and one of the 
youngest boys in the group disappears, presumably having burned to death. 
At first, the boys enjoy their life without grown-ups and spend much of their time splashing in the 
water and playing games. Ralph, however, complains that they should be maintaining the signal fire 
and building huts for shelter. The hunters fail in their attempt to catch a wild pig, but their leader, 
Jack, becomes increasingly preoccupied with the act of hunting. 
When a ship passes by on the horizon one day, Ralph and Piggy notice, to their horror, that the 
signal fire—which had been the hunters’ responsibility to maintain—has burned out. Furious, Ralph 
accosts Jack, but the hunter has just returned with his first kill, and all the hunters seem gripped 
with a strange frenzy, reenacting the chase in a kind of wild dance. Piggy criticizes Jack, who hits 
Piggy across the face. Ralph blows the conch shell and reprimands the boys in a speech intended to 
restore order. At the meeting, it quickly becomes clear that some of the boys have started to become 
afraid. The littlest boys, known as “littluns,” have been troubled by nightmares from the beginning, 
and more and more boys now believe that there is some sort of beast or monster lurking on the 
island. The older boys try to convince the others at the meeting to think rationally, asking where 
such a monster could possibly hide during the daytime. One of the littluns suggests that it hides in 
the sea—a proposition that terrifies the entire group. 
Not long after the meeting, some military planes engage in a battle high above the island. The boys, 
asleep below, do not notice the flashing lights and explosions in the clouds. A parachutist drifts to 
earth on the signal fire mountain, dead. Sam and Eric, the twins responsible for watching the fire at 
night, are asleep and do not see the parachutist land. When the twins wake up, they see the 
enormous silhouette of his parachute and hear the strange flapping noises it makes. Thinking the 



 

 

island beast is at hand, they rush back to the camp in terror and report that the beast has attacked 
them. 
The boys organize a hunting expedition to search for the monster. Jack and Ralph, who are 
increasingly at odds, travel up the mountain. They see the silhouette of the parachute from a 
distance and think that it looks like a huge, deformed ape. The group holds a meeting at which Jack 
and Ralph tell the others of the sighting. Jack says that Ralph is a coward and that he should be 
removed from office, but the other boys refuse to vote Ralph out of power. Jack angrily runs away 
down the beach, calling all the hunters to join him. Ralph rallies the remaining boys to build a new 
signal fire, this time on the beach rather than on the mountain. They obey, but before they have 
finished the task, most of them have slipped away to join Jack. 
Jack declares himself the leader of the new tribe of hunters and organizes a hunt and a violent, ritual 
slaughter of a sow to solemnize the occasion. The hunters then decapitate the sow and place its head 
on a sharpened stake in the jungle as an offering to the beast. Later, encountering the bloody, fly-
covered head, Simon has a terrible vision, during which it seems to him that the head is speaking. 
The voice, which he imagines as belonging to the Lord of the Flies, says that Simon will never 
escape him, for he exists within all men. Simon faints. When he wakes up, he goes to the mountain, 
where he sees the dead parachutist. Understanding then that the beast does not exist externally but 
rather within each individual boy, Simon travels to the beach to tell the others what he has seen. But 
the others are in the midst of a chaotic revelry—even Ralph and Piggy have joined Jack’s feast—
and when they see Simon’s shadowy figure emerge from the jungle, they fall upon him and kill him 
with their bare hands and teeth. 
The following morning, Ralph and Piggy discuss what they have done. Jack’s hunters attack them 
and their few followers and steal Piggy’s glasses in the process. Ralph’s group travels to Jack’s 
stronghold in an attempt to make Jack see reason, but Jack orders Sam and Eric tied up and fights 
with Ralph. In the ensuing battle, one boy, Roger, rolls a boulder down the mountain, killing Piggy 
and shattering the conch shell. Ralph barely manages to escape a torrent of spears. 
Ralph hides for the rest of the night and the following day, while the others hunt him like an animal. 
Jack has the other boys ignite the forest in order to smoke Ralph out of his hiding place. Ralph stays 
in the forest, where he discovers and destroys the sow’s head, but eventually, he is forced out onto 
the beach, where he knows the other boys will soon arrive to kill him. Ralph collapses in 
exhaustion, but when he looks up, he sees a British naval officer standing over him. The officer’s 
ship noticed the fire raging in the jungle. The other boys reach the beach and stop in their tracks at 
the sight of the officer. Amazed at the spectacle of this group of bloodthirsty, savage children, the 
officer asks Ralph to explain. Ralph is overwhelmed by the knowledge that he is safe but, thinking 
about what has happened on the island, he begins to weep. The other boys begin to sob as well. The 
officer turns his back so that the boys may regain their composure. 
 
Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the 
OLSD curriculum map(s):  (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator 
number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form) 
6. Critique an author’s style. 12RALE: Golding's Purpose for writing and effectiveness of 
characterization.  
7. Evaluate the use of figurative 
language, sound devices and literary 
techniques in literary works. 10RALF: Characterization methods, creating a theme, and symbolism. 
9. Identify similar and recurring themes 
across different works. 10RALD: Themes universal to humans, the essence of human nature, 
comparing to other texts and historical figures.  
10. Explain how symbolism enhances a 



 

 

literary text. 12RALD: focussing on the symbols of WW II and psychological theory of the time 
period. 
4. Write persuasive compositions that 
articulate a clear position, supports 
assertions using rhetorical devices 
(appeal to emotion or logic and personal 
anecdotes), and develops arguments 
using a variety of methods (belief, expert 
opinion and cause-effect reasoning). 
10WAE: This is part of the assessment for this text and unit. 
 
Include two professional reviews of this title:  (a suggested list of resources for identifying 
professional reviews is shown below.  Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the 
form or printed reviews may be attached to the form) 
Review #1 
Amazon.com 
William Golding's classic tale about a group of English schoolboys who are plane-wrecked on a 
deserted island is just as chilling and relevant today as when it was first published in 1954. At first, 
the stranded boys cooperate, attempting to gather food, make shelters, and maintain signal fires. 
Overseeing their efforts are Ralph, "the boy with fair hair," and Piggy, Ralph's chubby, wisdom-
dispensing sidekick whose thick spectacles come in handy for lighting fires. Although Ralph tries to 
impose order and delegate responsibility, there are many in their number who would rather swim, 
play, or hunt the island's wild pig population. Soon Ralph's rules are being ignored or challenged 
outright. His fiercest antagonist is Jack, the redheaded leader of the pig hunters, who manages to 
lure away many of the boys to join his band of painted savages. The situation deteriorates as the 
trappings of civilization continue to fall away, until Ralph discovers that instead of being hunters, 
he and Piggy have become the hunted: "He forgot his words, his hunger and thirst, and became fear; 
hopeless fear on flying feet." Golding's gripping novel explores the boundary between human 
reason and animal instinct, all on the brutal playing field of adolescent competition. --Jennifer 
Hubert --This text refers to the Paperback edition.  
 
Review #2 
New York Times Book Review: "With undertones of '1984' and 'High Wind in Jamaica', this 
brilliant work is a frightening parody on man's return (in a few weeks) to that state of darkness from 
which it took him thousands of years to emerge. Fully to succeed, a fantasy must apprach very close 
to reality. 'Lord of the Flies' does. It must also be superbly written. It is. If criticism must be leveled 
at such a feat of the imagination, it is permissible perhaps to carp at the very premise on which the 
whole strange story is founded." 
 
What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements? 
Title:  Heart of Darkness     Author:  Conrad 
Title:            Author:        
Title:            Author:        
Title:            Author:        
Title:            Author:        
Title:            Author:        
 
Document any potentially controversial content: 
hell: used in exasperation, as well as to describe a bad situation 
damn: used in argument 



 

 

ass: used as part of "ass-mar" and to say a "pig's behind" and a "boy's behind".  
 
Religious Symbolism: The Lord of the Flies is symbolic of the devil.  There is mention that the 
devil is in everyone.   
 
Violence: Hunting for a pig, killing of two characters, hunting of a final character. 
 
Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the 
suggested classroom use:  (check all that apply)     
 
Gifted/Accelerated       Regular      At Risk  
 
GRADE LEVEL(S):  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  
 
Reading level of this title (if applicable):        
 
 
Date Submitted to Department Chair: 04-08-07 
 
 
Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources: 
School Library Journal 
Horn Book 
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 
VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates) 
Library Journal 
Book Links 
Publisher's Weekly 
Booklist 
Kirkus Review 
Wilson Library Catalog 
English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English) 
The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association) 
Literature for Today’s Young Adults 
 


