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In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like
added to the school’s book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as
needed.
Book Summary and summary citation: (suggested resources include book flap summaries,
review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.)
When 16-year-old Hope, waitress extraordinaire, and her aunt, Addie, move cross-country to
Wisconsin to run the Welcome Stairways, a diner, Hope isn't sure she'll fit in. But she quickly finds
herself involved in the small town's mayoral race, as G. T., owner of the diner, surprises everyone
with his entry into the race. After all, G. T. has leukemia. And his opponent is the previouslyundefeated, longtime mayor. Some think G. T. is crazy, but Hope sees the goodness and power in
him. Will everyone else see it too?
Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the
OLSD curriculum map(s): (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator
number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form)
Reading Application 8 - Analyze plot, character, theme, point of view and setting in varied genres.
Reading Application 8 - Examine author's purpose and style.

Include two professional reviews of this title: (a suggested list of resources for identifying
professional reviews is shown below. Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the
form or printed reviews may be attached to the form)
Review #1
Another entry in Bauer's growing ...
... collection of books about likable and appealing female teenagers with a strong vocational calling.
Ivy Breedlove in Backwater (1999) is a historian, Jenna Boller in Rules of the Road (1998) is a ...
more » talented salesperson, and Hope Yancey's gift is for waitressing. As the novel begins, Hope,
16, and her aunt Addie are about to move from Brooklyn to Mulhoney, Wisconsin, where Addie
will manage and cook for a diner called the Welcome Stairways. Hope, whose mother abandoned
her as an infant and who has never known her father, is pretty well-adjusted, all things considered.
She throws herself into her new life in the small town, working on the grassroots mayoral campaign
of the diner's owner, quickly acquiring a boyfriend and friends, and proving herself to be a stellar
waitress (she's been working in restaurants most of her life, after all, and one of the few things her
mother has given her is a list of waitressing tips). Despite having moved so often and having had
such inadequate biological parents, Hope isn't afraid to connect to people. The relationship between
Hope and G.T., the man who owns the diner and who eventually marries her aunt is especially
touching and sweetly portrayed. He's everything Hope ever wished for in a father. It could be said
that the occupation of waitressing is over-idealized; it's portrayed as the noblest of professions. But
the lessons she's learned from the job are essential to Hope's character and a part of why the plot
develops as it does. More important, and as always from Bauer, this novel is full of humor, starring

a strong and idealistic protagonist, packed with funny lines, and peopled with interesting and quirky
characters. (Fiction. 11-16) « less
Kirkus Reviews Copyright (c) VNU Business Media, Inc.

Review #2
Gr 8 Up-When it comes to creating strong ...
..., independent, and funny teenaged female characters, Bauer is in a class by herself and the 16year-old waitress in this book is no exception. Hope Yancey and her Aunt Addie, a much-soughtafter ... more » diner cook, have toured the country, one diner at a time. With each move, the teen
leaves her mark, "HOPE WAS HERE," in ballpoint pen somewhere on the premises. Now in
Mulhoney, WI, she has no idea that the residents of this small town will make their mark on her. G.
T. Stoop, the Quaker owner of the Welcome Stairways, has leukemia, and while the disease can
keep him from running the diner he loves, it can't keep him from running for mayor against a
corrupt incumbent. Taking part in his campaign allows Hope to get to know Braverman, a fellow
worker at the Welcome Stairways and G. T.'s greatest supporter. The mix of dealing with illness,
small-town politics, and budding romance for both Hope and Addie is one that will entertain and
inspire readers. Bauer tells a fast-paced, multilayered story with humor but does not gloss over the
struggle of someone who is unable to trust, someone who has been left before, and who avoids
getting close to anyone for fear of being left again. Teens who have come to expect witty, realistic
characters and atypical (but very funny) story lines from Bauer's previous books will not be
disappointed and new readers will be sure to come back for seconds.-Tracey Firestone, Suffolk
Cooperative Library System, Bellport, NY « less
Cahners Business Information (c) 2000

What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?
Title: Flipped
Author:
Wendelin Van Draanen
Title: Stargirl
Author:
Jerry Spinelli
Title: Thwonk
Author:
Joan Bauer
Title: Stand Tall
Author:
Joan Bauer
Title: So B. It
Author:
Sarah Weeks
Title:
Author:
Document any potentially controversial content:
politics and cancer
Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the
suggested classroom use: (check all that apply)
Gifted/Accelerated
GRADE LEVEL(S):

Regular
6

At Risk
7

8

Reading level of this title (if applicable): 12+

Date Submitted to Department Chair: 11/08/07

Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources:
School Library Journal
Horn Book

9

10

11

12

Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books
VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates)
Library Journal
Book Links
Publisher's Weekly
Booklist
Kirkus Review
Wilson Library Catalog
English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English)
The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association)
Literature for Today’s Young Adults

