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In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like 

added to the school’s book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as 

needed. 

 

Book Summary and summary citation:  (suggested resources include book flap summaries, 

review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.) 

With their father jailed for sinking a river boat, Noah Underwood and his younger sister, Abbey, 

must gather evidence that the owner of this floating casino is emptying his bilge tanks into the 

protected waters around their Florida Keys home. 

 

Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the 

OLSD curriculum map(s):  (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator 

number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form) 

Research 6/7 - Formulate open-ended research questions suitable for investigation. 

Comprehension 6 - Summarize information in texts, recognizing important ideas and supporting 

details. 

 

Include two professional reviews of this title:  (a suggested list of resources for identifying 

professional reviews is shown below.  Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the 

form or printed reviews may be attached to the form) 

Review #1 

School LIbrary Journal 

Gr 5-8-Noah and his sister, Abbey, are more understanding of their volatile dad's latest arrest than 

their mother, who begins talking of divorce. Dad sank the Coral Queen, a casino boat on a Florida 

Key because, he alleges, its owner, Dusty Muleman, has been illegally dumping raw sewage into 

the local waters. Soon enough the kids begin trying to gather proof that will vindicate their father 

and put the casino out of business. The colorful cast includes a drunken lout named Lice who 

disappears before he can be persuaded to testify against Dusty, his former boss. His rough-around-

the-edges girlfriend, Shelly, comes through, though, helping the siblings dump dye in the boat's 

holding tanks, which finally brings the matter to court. Dusty's son, Jasper, is a chip off the old 

block, threatening and beating Noah on several occasions until he and, later, Abbey are rescued by a 

mysterious stranger who turns out to be their grandfather, long ago thought to have died in South 

America, probably while involved in drug smuggling. As the tale ends, he's back to Colombia to 

settle old scores. The plot would practically disappear if any one of the major characters had a cell 

phone, but the environmental story is front and center and readers will be hooked as the good guys 

try to do the right thing. This quick-reading, fun, family adventure harkens back to the Hardy Boys 

in its simplicity and quirky characters. 



 

 

 

Review #2 

Horn Book starred (Spring 2006) 

 

In his second children's book, Hiaasen offers a great action adventure without any of the didacticism 

that crept into Hoot. He sets this eco-mystery in Florida and peoples it with crooks, idealists, 

everyday heroes, and oddball characters. While the plot offers enough twists and turns to satisfy 

even the most serious adventure junkies, it's the multidimensional characters who give the novel 

vitality. 

 

 

What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?  
Title: Hoot Author: Carl Hiaasen 

Title: Blue Heron Author: Avi 

Title:       Author:       

Title:       Author:       

Title:       Author:       

Title:       Author:       

 

Document any potentially controversial content: 

      

 

Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the 

suggested classroom use:  (check all that apply)     

 

Gifted/Accelerated       Regular      At Risk  

 

GRADE LEVEL(S):  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

 

Reading level of this title (if applicable):  10+ 

 

 

Date Submitted to Department Chair: 1/31/08 

 

 

Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources: 

School Library Journal 

Horn Book 

Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 

VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates) 

Library Journal 

Book Links 

Publisher's Weekly 

Booklist 

Kirkus Review 

Wilson Library Catalog 



 

 

English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English) 

The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association) 

Literature for Today’s Young Adults 

 


