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In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like added to the school’s
book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as needed.

Book Summary and summary citation: (suggested resources include book flap summaries,
review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.)
A stunning modern-day fairy tale from acclaimed author Anne Ursu
Once upon a time, Hazel and Jack were best friends. But that was before he stopped talking to her
and disappeared into a forest with a mysterious woman made of ice. Now it's up to Hazel to go in
after him. Inspired by Hans Christian Andersen's "The Snow Queen," Breadcrumbs is a story of the
struggle to hold on, and the things we leave behind.
Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the
OLSD curriculum map(s): (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator
number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form)
Ican identify the major and minor events of the plot and explain how each incident gives rise to the
next.
I can identify recurring themes, patterns and symnols found in literature from different eras and
cultures
I can make critical comparisons across texts
Include two professional reviews of this title: (a suggested list of resources for identifying
professional reviews is shown below. Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the
form or printed reviews may be attached to the form)
Review #1
Publishers Weekly
Ursu follows her Cronus Chronicles trilogy with this deeply felt, modern-day fantasy that borrows
plot from Hans Christian Andersen’s The Snow Queen. Richly imaginative fifth-grader Hazel,
adopted from India, has recently switched schools and is failing (badly) to fit in. Money is tight, her
parents have divorced, and her best friend, Jack, suddenly rebuffs her. Hazel is devastated, but
readers learn the cause of Jack’s alienation is a shard of magical mirror lodged in his heart. When
Jack disappears with an ethereal woman on a sled pulled by wolves, Hazel heads into the wintry and
enchanted Minnesota woods to rescue him. A sadness as heavy as a Northwoods snowfall pervades
this story, though it has its delights, too. Ursu offers many winks at avid fans of fairy tales and
fantasy (Jack’s mother looks “like someone had severed her daemon”). The creepy fantasyland that
Hazel traverses uses bits from other Andersen tales to create a story that, though melancholy, is
beautifully written and wholly original. It’s certainly the only children’s fantasy around where
Minnesota Twins All-Star catcher Joe Mauer figures into the plot. Final art not seen by PW. Ages
8–12. (Oct.)

Review #2
From The Critics
The evocative magical landscape, superbly developed characters (particularly dreamy, selfdoubting, determined Hazel and lost Jack), and the piercing sadness of a faltering childhood
friendship give this delicately written fantasy wide and lingering appeal.
What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?
Title: American Tale Tales Author: Mary Pope Osborne
Title: Favorite Folk Tales from Aroudn the World Author: Jane Yolen
Title: Short Stories from Ch 6 Author: Holt McDougal Literature series
Title:
Author:
Title:
Author:
Title:
Author:
Document any potentially controversial content:
references to magic
Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the
suggested classroom use: (check all that apply)
Gifted/Accelerated
GRADE LEVEL(S):

Regular
6

At Risk
7

8

9

10

11

12

Reading level of this title (if applicable): 720 Lexile
Date Submitted to Department Chair: 2-6-12

Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources:
School Library Journal
Horn Book
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books
VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates)
Library Journal
Book Links
Publisher's Weekly
Booklist
Kirkus Review
Wilson Library Catalog
English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English)
The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association)
Literature for Today’s Young Adults

