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In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like
added to the school’s book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as
needed.
Book Summary and summary citation: (suggested resources include book flap summaries,
review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.)
In his own words...
As a boy, Walter Dean Myers was quick-tempered and physically strong, always ready for a fight.
He also read voraciously-he would check out books from the library and carry them home, hidden
in brown paper bags in order to avoid other boys' teasing. He aspired to be a writer. But growing up
in a poor family in Harlem, his hope for a successful future diminished as he came to realize fully
the class and racial struggles that surrounded him. He began to doubt himself and the values that he
had always relied on, attending high school less and less, turning to the streets and his books for
comfort.
In a memoir that is gripping, funny, and ultimately unforgettable, Walter Dean Myers travels back
to his roots in the magical world of Harlem during the 1940s and 1950s. Here is the story of one of
the strongest voices in young people's literature today.
Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the
OLSD curriculum map(s): (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator
number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form)
CCS - Nonfiction # 1 #2 #3 #4 #5 #6
Include two professional reviews of this title: (a suggested list of resources for identifying
professional reviews is shown below. Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the
form or printed reviews may be attached to the form)
Review #1
From School Library Journal
Grade 7 Up-This superb memoir begins simply with an account of Myers's family history and his
boyhood. Vivid detail makes the Harlem of the '40s come alive, from the music and children's
games to the everyday struggle for survival. As Myers grows older, however, his story also grows in
complexity. Soon readers are caught up in his turbulent adolescence and his slow, painful
development as a writer. Even while performing poorly in school, the teen endlessly devoured great
works of literature, often in secret. He also wrote, sometimes quitting out of discouragement but
always beginning again. Eventually he attended school less and less often, sometimes fighting
roaming gang members or delivering "packages" for drug dealers. After dropping out of high
school, he enlisted in the army. Sadness and bewilderment infuse these last chapters as Myers faces

a bleak future. Intellectually, he's left his family and friends far behind, but his race and
circumstances seem to give him few choices. After years of menial jobs, Myers remembered a
teacher's advice-"Whatever you do, don't stop writing"-and in time his persistence paid off. This
memoir is never preachy; instead, it is a story full of funny anecdotes, lofty ideals, and tender
moments. The author's growing awareness of racism and of his own identity as a black man make
up one of the most interesting threads. Young writers will find inspiration here, while others may
read the book as a straightforward account of a colorful, unforgettable childhood.
Miranda Doyle, San Francisco Public Library
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.
Review #2
From Publishers Weekly
Myers paints a fascinating picture of his childhood growing up in Harlem in the 1940s, with an
adult's benefit of hindsight, wrote PW. What emerges is a clear sense of how one young man's gifts
separate him from his peers, causing him to stir up trouble in order to belong. Ages 13-up. (May)
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.
What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?
Title: Jesse
Author:
Gary Soto
Title:
Author:
Title:
Author:
Title:
Author:
Title:
Author:
Title:
Author:
Document any potentially controversial content:
language
realistic history of the time period
Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the
suggested classroom use: (check all that apply)
Gifted/Accelerated
GRADE LEVEL(S):

Regular
6

At Risk
7

8

9

Reading level of this title (if applicable): Ages 13 and up
Date Submitted to Department Chair: 5/15/12

Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources:
School Library Journal
Horn Book
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books
VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates)
Library Journal

10

11

12

Book Links
Publisher's Weekly
Booklist
Kirkus Review
Wilson Library Catalog
English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English)
The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association)
Literature for Today’s Young Adults

