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Book Summary and summary citation: (suggested resources include book flap summaries,
review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.)
THE ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN opens by familiarizing us with the events of the
novel that preceded it, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. Both novels are set in the town of St.
Petersburg, Missouri, which lies on the banks of the Mississippi River. At the end of Tom Sawyer,
Huckleberry Finn, a poor boy with a drunken bum for a father, and his friend Tom Sawyer, a
middle-class boy with an imagination too active for his own good, found a robber's stash of gold.
As a result of his adventure, Huck gained quite a bit of money, which the bank held for him in trust.
Huck was adopted by the Widow Douglas, a kind but stifling woman who lives with her sister, the
self-righteous Miss Watson.
As Huckleberry Finn opens, Huck is none too thrilled with his new life of cleanliness, manners,
church, and school. However, he sticks it out at the bequest of Tom Sawyer, who tells him that in
order to take part in Tom's new “robbers' gang,” Huck must stay “respectable.” All is well and good
until Huck's brutish, drunken father, Pap, reappears in town and demands Huck's money. The local
judge, Judge Thatcher, and the Widow try to get legal custody of Huck, but another wellintentioned new judge in town believes in the rights of Huck's natural father and even takes the old
drunk into his own home in an attempt to reform him. This effort fails miserably, and Pap soon
returns to his old ways. He hangs around town for several months, harassing his son, who in the
meantime has learned to read and to tolerate the Widow's attempts to improve him. Finally,
outraged when the Widow Douglas warns him to stay away from her house, Pap kidnaps Huck and
holds him in a cabin across the river from St. Petersburg.
Whenever Pap goes out, he locks Huck in the cabin, and when he returns home drunk, he beats the
boy. Tired of his confinement and fearing the beatings will worsen, Huck escapes from Pap by
faking his own death, killing a pig and spreading its blood all over the cabin. Hiding on Jackson's
Island in the middle of the Mississippi River, Huck watches the townspeople search the river for his
body. After a few days on the island, he encounters Jim, one of Miss Watson's slaves. Jim has run
away from Miss Watson after hearing her talk about selling him to a plantation down the river,
where he would be treated horribly and separated from his wife and children. Huck and Jim team
up, despite Huck's uncertainty about the legality or morality of helping a runaway slave. While they
camp out on the island, a great storm causes the Mississippi to flood. Huck and Jim spy a log raft
and a house floating past the island. They capture the raft and loot the house, finding in it the body
of a man who has been shot. Jim refuses to let Huck see the dead man's face.
Although the island is blissful, Huck and Jim are forced to leave after Huck learns from a woman
onshore that her husband has seen smoke coming from the island and believes that Jim is hiding out

there. Huck also learns that a reward has been offered for Jim's capture. Huck and Jim start
downriver on the raft, intending to leave it at the mouth of the Ohio River and proceed up that river
by steamboat to the free states, where slavery is prohibited. Several days' travel takes them past St.
Louis, and they have a close encounter with a gang of robbers on a wrecked steamboat. They
manage to escape with the robbers' loot.
During a night of thick fog, Huck and Jim miss the mouth of the Ohio and encounter a group of men
looking for escaped slaves. Huck has a brief moral crisis about concealing stolen “property”—Jim,
after all, belongs to Miss Watson—but then lies to the men and tells them that his father is on the
raft suffering from smallpox. Terrified of the disease, the men give Huck money and hurry away.
Unable to backtrack to the mouth of the Ohio, Huck and Jim continue downriver. The next night, a
steamboat slams into their raft, and Huck and Jim are separated.
Huck ends up in the home of the kindly Grangerfords, a family of Southern aristocrats locked in a
bitter and silly feud with a neighboring clan, the Shepherdsons. The elopement of a Grangerford
daughter with a Shepherdson son leads to a gun battle in which many in the families are killed.
While Huck is caught up in the feud, Jim shows up with the repaired raft. Huck hurries to Jim's
hiding place, and they take off down the river.
A few days later, Huck and Jim rescue a pair of men who are being pursued by armed bandits. The
men, clearly con artists, claim to be a displaced English duke (the duke) and the long-lost heir to the
French throne (the dauphin). Powerless to tell two white adults to leave, Huck and Jim continue
down the river with the pair of “aristocrats.” The duke and the dauphin pull several scams in the
small towns along the river. Coming into one town, they hear the story of a man, Peter Wilks, who
has recently died and left much of his inheritance to his two brothers, who should be arriving from
England any day. The duke and the dauphin enter the town pretending to be Wilks's brothers.
Wilks's three nieces welcome the con men and quickly set about liquidating the estate. A few
townspeople become skeptical, and Huck, who grows to admire the Wilks sisters, decides to thwart
the scam. He steals the dead Peter Wilks's gold from the duke and the dauphin but is forced to stash
it in Wilks's coffin. Huck then reveals all to the eldest Wilks sister, Mary Jane. Huck's plan for
exposing the duke and the dauphin is about to unfold when Wilks's real brothers arrive from
England. The angry townspeople hold both sets of Wilks claimants, and the duke and the dauphin
just barely escape in the ensuing confusion. Fortunately for the sisters, the gold is found.
Unfortunately for Huck and Jim, the duke and the dauphin make it back to the raft just as Huck and
Jim are pushing off.
After a few more small scams, the duke and dauphin commit their worst crime yet: they sell Jim to
a local farmer, telling him Jim is a runaway for whom a large reward is being offered. Huck finds
out where Jim is being held and resolves to free him. At the house where Jim is a prisoner, a woman
greets Huck excitedly and calls him “Tom.” As Huck quickly discovers, the people holding Jim are
none other than Tom Sawyer's aunt and uncle, Silas and Sally Phelps. The Phelpses mistake Huck
for Tom, who is due to arrive for a visit, and Huck goes along with their mistake. He intercepts Tom
between the Phelps house and the steamboat dock, and Tom pretends to be his own younger
brother, Sid.
Tom hatches a wild plan to free Jim, adding all sorts of unnecessary obstacles even though Jim is
only lightly secured. Huck is sure Tom's plan will get them all killed, but he complies nonetheless.
After a seeming eternity of pointless preparation, during which the boys ransack the Phelps's house
and make Aunt Sally miserable, they put the plan into action. Jim is freed, but a pursuer shoots Tom
in the leg. Huck is forced to get a doctor, and Jim sacrifices his freedom to nurse Tom. All are
returned to the Phelps's house, where Jim ends up back in chains.
When Tom wakes the next morning, he reveals that Jim has actually been a free man all along, as
Miss Watson, who made a provision in her will to free Jim, died two months earlier. Tom had

planned the entire escape idea all as a game and had intended to pay Jim for his troubles. Tom's
Aunt Polly then shows up, identifying “Tom” and “Sid” as Huck and Tom. Jim tells Huck, who
fears for his future—particularly that his father might reappear—that the body they found on the
floating house off Jackson's Island had been Pap's. Aunt Sally then steps in and offers to adopt
Huck, but Huck, who has had enough “sivilizing,” announces his plan to set out for the West. (from
SparkNotes)
Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the
OLSD curriculum map(s): (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator
number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form)
AP Literature Curriculum Map
1. Phonemic Awareness
2. Acquisition of Vocabulary
- Verify meaning of words by the author’s use of definition, restatement, example, comparison,
contrast and cause and effect
- Acquire and apply a specialized literary vocabulary for discussion of, analysis of, and writing
about literature (ex.: diction, allegory and narrative voice)
3. Reading Process
- Apply reading comprehension strategies (ex.: making predictions, comparing and contrasting,
recalling, summarizing assessment for making inferences and drawing conclusions)
- Demonstrate comprehension of printed text by responding to questions (ex.: literal, inferential,
evaluative and synthesizing)
- Develop reading comprehension and critical analysis of imaginative literature
4. Reading Applications Literary
- Develop an in-depth understanding of the ways writers use language to provide
both meaning and pleasure
- Analyze the characteristics of different literary periods, works, and writing styles
of various authors
- Analyze a work’s structure, style and theme as well as the use of other literary
elements (ex.: imagery, symbolism and tone)

Include two professional reviews of this title: (a suggested list of resources for identifying
professional reviews is shown below. Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the
form or printed reviews may be attached to the form)
Review #1
Grade 9 Up-All the highwater tales of Huck's journey are in this abridged versionAhis faked death,
the Jackson Island sojourn, the Grangerford-Shepherdson feud, the Duke and the King, and his
reunion with Tom Sawyer. Along the way, we are treated to a sensual feast of the sights, smells, and
rhythms of the Mississippi River and the humanistic education of Huck that culminates in his
assisting in Jim's escape. The familiar adventures of Huck and runaway slave Jim's odyssey on a
raft floating down the Mississippi have been well documented previously in audio format with
noted versions read by Ed Begley, Will Wheaton (both from Dove), and the 1985 Grammy
nominated Durkin Hayes production read by Dick Cavett. This version, beautifully read by actor
Mike McShane, is a wonderful contribution to the recorded Twain canon. McShane handles
multiple characterizations well, but excels in Huck's folksy narrative voice and Jim's understated
power and dignity. School and public libraries should not miss this excellent rendition. (from
School Library Journal)
Review #2
In this centenary year of the first American edition of Huckleberry Finn, Neider, who has worked
long and well in the thickets of Twain scholarship (this is the ninth Twain volume he has edited),
offers a most fitting tribute, for which he will be thanked in some quarters, damned in others.

Neider's contribution is twofold: he has restored to its rightful place the great rafting chapter, which
the author had lifted from the manuscript-in-progress and dropped into Life on the Mississippi, and
he has abridged some of the childish larkiness in the portions in which Huck's friend Tom Sawyer
intrudes into this novel. For decades, critics have lamented the absence of the "missing" chapter and
deplored the jarring presence of Tom in episodes that slow the narrative, but not until now has
anyone had the temerity to set matters right. In paring back the "Tom" chapters (which he fully
documents in his lengthy, spirited introduction, with literal line counts of the excised material),
Neider has achieved a brisker read. Though there may be some brickbats thrown at him for this
"sacrilege," few should object to the belated appearance of the transplanted rafting chapter in the
novel in which it clearly belongs. (from Publishers Weekly)
What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?
Title: The Awakening
Author:
Kate Chopin
Title:
Author:
Title:
Author:
Title:
Author:
Title:
Author:
Title:
Author:
Document any potentially controversial content:
Racially-charged setting; Use of the word "nigger", repeatedly;
Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the
suggested classroom use: (check all that apply)
Gifted/Accelerated
GRADE LEVEL(S):

Regular
6

At Risk
7

8

9

10

11

12

Reading level of this title (if applicable): N/A

Date Submitted to Department Chair: 9/5/08

Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources:
School Library Journal
Horn Book
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books
VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates)
Library Journal
Book Links
Publisher's Weekly
Booklist
Kirkus Review
Wilson Library Catalog
English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English)
The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association)
Literature for Today’s Young Adults

