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In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like 

added to the school’s book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as 

needed. 

 

Book Summary and summary citation:  (suggested resources include book flap summaries, 

review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.) 

From Barnes & Noble: The New York Times bestseller A Long Walk to Water begins as two 

stories, told in alternating sections, about two eleven-year-olds in Sudan, a girl in 2008 and a boy in 

1985. The girl, Nya, is fetching water from a pond that is two hours’ walk from her home: she 

makes two trips to the pond every day. The boy, Salva, becomes one of the "lost boys" of Sudan, 

refugees who cover the African continent on foot as they search for their families and for a safe 

place to stay. Enduring every hardship from loneliness to attack by armed rebels to contact with 

killer lions and crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, and his story goes on to intersect with Nya’s in an 

astonishing and moving way. 

 

Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the 

OLSD curriculum map(s):  (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator 

number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form) 

RL.6.1:Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text. 

W.6.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

 

Include two professional reviews of this title:  (a suggested list of resources for identifying 

professional reviews is shown below.  Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the 

form or printed reviews may be attached to the form) 

Review #1 

From The School Library Journal: Grades 5–8. Salva and Nya have difficult paths to walk in life. 

Salva's journey, based on a true story, begins in 1985 with an explosion. The boy's small village in 

Sudan erupts into chaos while the 11-year-old is in school, and the teacher tells the children to run 

away. Salva leaves his family and all that is familiar and begins to walk. Sometimes he walks alone 

and sometimes there are others. They are walking toward a refugee camp in Ethiopia, toward 

perceived safety. However, the camp provides only temporary shelter from the violent political 

storm. In 1991-'92, thousands are killed as they try to cross a crocodile-infested river when they are 

forced out of the country; Salva survives and gets 1200 boys to safety in Kenya. Nya's life in 2008 

revolves around water. She spends eight hours a day walking to and from a pond. In the dry season, 

her family must uproot themselves and relocate to the dry lake bed where they dig in the mud until 

water eventually trickles out. Nya's narrative frames Salva's journey from Sudan to Ethiopia to 

Rochester, NY, and, eventually, back to Sudan. Both story lines are spare, offering only pertinent 

details. In the case of Salva, six years in a camp pass by with the barest of mentions. This 

minimalism streamlines the plot, providing a clarity that could have easily become mired in 



depressing particulars. The two narratives intersect in a quiet conclusion that is filled with hope.—

Naphtali L. Faris, Saint Louis Public Library, MO 

 

Review #2 

 From Kirkus Reviews: Salva Dut is 11 years old when war raging in the Sudan separates him from 

his family. To avoid the conflict, he walks for years with other refugees, seeking sanctuary and 

scarce food and water. Park simply yet convincingly depicts the chaos of war and an unforgiving 

landscape as they expose Salva to cruelties both natural and man-made. The lessons Salva 

remembers from his family keep him from despair during harsh times in refugee camps and enable 

him, as a young man, to begin a new life in America. As Salva's story unfolds, readers also learn 

about another Sudanese youth, Nya, and how these two stories connect contributes to the satisfying 

conclusion. This story is told as fiction, but it is based on real-life experiences of one of the "Lost 

Boys" of the Sudan. Salva and Nya's compelling voices lift their narrative out of the "issue" of the 

Sudanese War, and only occasionally does the explanation of necessary context intrude in the 

storytelling. Salva's heroism and the truth that water is a source of both conflict and reconciliation 

receive equal, crystal-clear emphasis in this heartfelt account.(Fiction. Ages 10-14). 

 

What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?  

Title: Code Talker Author: Joseph Bruchac 

Title: I Am Malala Author: Malala Yousafzai 

Title: The Boy in the Striped Pajamas Author: John Boyne 

Title:       Author:       

Title:       Author:       

Title:       Author:       

 

Document any potentially controversial content: 

The first chapter ends with the main character's school being evacuated as fighters enter the village 

and begin shooting. Another character is killed by a lion. The group of refugees crosses a group are 

dying of thirst. The main character worries about how their corpses will be eaten by vultures. His 

Uncle is murdered by thieves who steal the refugees' food and clothing. The refugee camp is 

disbanded by soldiers with guns who chase them to the bank of a river where many die from 

drowning and one man is eaten by a crocodile. 

 

Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the 

suggested classroom use:  (check all that apply)     

 

Gifted/Accelerated       Regular      At Risk  

 

GRADE LEVEL(S):  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

 

Reading level of this title (if applicable):  720L 

 

 

Date Submitted to Department Chair: 10.13.2015 

 

 

Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources: 

School Library Journal 

Horn Book 

Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 

VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates) 

Library Journal 



Book Links 

Publisher's Weekly 

Booklist 

Kirkus Review 

Wilson Library Catalog 

English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English) 

The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association) 

Literature for Today’s Young Adults 

 


