
 

 
 

The Energy Debate Card Sorting Activity 
You will consider the arguments for and against nonrenewable and renewable energy 
resources. 

You will use: 
M​aterials 

● Energy Sources Cards 
● Scissors 

1. Look at the ​Energy Sources Cards​. Use scissors to cut out each card. The cards have the 
names of different types of energy sources, renewable and nonrenewable labels, and for 
each energy source there are two arguments for its use and two arguments against its 
use. 
 

2. S​ort the cards so that each energy source has a nonrenewable or renewable label, and 
two arguments for its use and two arguments against its use. 
 

3. Start by separating the cards that have the energy sources written on them. You should 
then decide whether each is a renewable or nonrenewable energy source. 
 

4. Think about the following questions. 

● How does the energy source generate electricity? 

 

 

● Where does the energy source come from? 

 

 

● Is it a renewable or nonrenewable energy source? 
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● What are the arguments for using the energy source? 

 

 

● What are the arguments against using the energy source? 
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