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Enhanced Learning in the Digital Age

Introduction

T

onbridge School seeks to develop a meaningful, flexible and engaging digital education that
enhances an already excellent academic provision. The School believes that the best resource
for a boy is a highly qualified, well-informed and enthusiastic subject specialist in the classroom.
However, Tonbridge also recognises that our teachers and boys are exceptionally able and have the
potential to develop their own expertise and experiences beyond that offered in the classroom or
contained within an exam board specification. It is partly through our digital strategy that we seek
to broaden the educational experience in a way that empowers our staff and prepares our boys for
a fast-changing digital world. This will ensure that they are best placed to make the most of the
opportunities that digital developments will surely create.
Since January 2016 boys have been required to provide and use a digital device in the classroom to
enhance the learning experience. Tonbridge was identified by Microsoft© as a Showcase School
in October 2017.
What sort of device will Tonbridge boys require?
Tonbridge supports the following Operating systems:
• Windows 10 (recommended)
• Apple Mac (MacOS)
Devices should have:
• A stylus for digital inking
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• Wi-Fi capability
• Web access (any browser)
• A weight of no more than 7lbs (3.2kg)
• A battery life of at least 8 hours
• A reasonable screen size (no bigger than 15.4” and no smaller than 10”)
• A physical keyboard
• The ability to record and play audio and video
• Headphones
• Anti-Virus software
• A protective case
• Insurance
Strongly recommended
Stylus – we have found that boys who have access
to a stylus are able to annotate notes quicker, sketch
diagrams faster and write Maths formulae. Boys with
access to a stylus have found it to be greatly beneficial.
Please note this does increase the cost of a device by
approximately £100.

Boy do not need to provide
• Microsoft Office 365
• Subject specific software
Does Tonbridge provide any applications or programmes for the boys?
Yes. Tonbridge School has a site licence with Microsoft which allows each boy to install Microsoft Office
365 on up to five devices (PCs, Macs, Tablets, Phones) using their school Microsoft Account. This account is
operational for as long as they are a boy at the School.
Any specific software needed for teaching purposes which is departmental specific will be available to
download free to your device through the school network.
Does the school have Wi-Fi across the campus?
Yes. The School has a site wide Wi-Fi network which covers all the main buildings as well as the day and
boarding houses.
How much will a suitable device cost?
This will depend on what device you choose to buy, however the requirements can be met be a device which
costs around £400, a device with a stylus starts at £500.
Is a Chromebook or an iPad a suitable device?
No. Browser based devices such as Chromebooks and iPads do not meet the requirements of the
Tonbridge School network environment.
Does the school insurance cover damage or theft to the device?
No, the school insurance does not cover personal possessions. We strongly recommend that you take out
personal insurance for your digital device.
If the device is damaged or stolen, will my son be able to borrow a device to ensure he
is not disadvantaged in class?
Yes, the school has a limited number of laptops for such an eventuality, which you may borrow on a shortterm loan to ensure that your son is not disadvantaged during this time.
If the device is lost does that mean the boy’s work will also be lost?
The school recommends that boys use OneDrive to store all their documents. This will ensure that if their
device is damaged or broken, boys will not lose any documents. All boys who are new to the school will
be given training in how to use OneDrive and Office 365.
Will boys be using their digital device in all their lessons?
No, teachers will ask the boys to use a digital device when it enhances learning opportunities in the classroom.
Many boys will opt to use their digital device in all their lessons and increasingly boys are using Office 365 as
their usual way to work.

Does Tonbridge School limit the amount of screen time?
Boys are educated about screen time and the negative effects that this might have during PSHEE, and via
tutor time, Seminar and in the Digital Creativity curriculum. The range of classroom activities a boy is likely
to face, and the use of technology only when necessary to enhance the boys’ learning limit the screen time
during the day. Use of devices is controlled during social time such as at lunch, for example, and in Boarding
Houses, boys in the Novi and Second Year hand in their devices to the Housemaster before bedtime. We will
continue to take note of ongoing research in this area.
Do boys have access to social media during the school day?
Access to the internet via the School’s network is carefully filtered and monitored. Boys’ access to social
media is blocked during lesson times and at other defined periods such as prep in the evening. Boys are
educated about the responsible use of social media through the PSHEE programme.
Do you recommend a particular device?
We would not specify a device, the following would meet the requirements and are widely used by
Tonbridge boys:
Device

Stylus?

Cost and Details

HP Pavilion x360 i5

Yes

Approx. £650*
Windows 10
Works as a tablet and a laptop
Stylus (*Not included in above price)
Mid range laptop with long battery life

Yes

Approx. £900*
Windows 10
Works as a tablet and a laptop
Stylus (*£100 included in above price)
High end laptop with long battery life

HP Pavilion x360 i7

Whilst a MacBook Pro does not have stylus, we understand that some boys prefer the Mac operating
system and is widely used and supported. The following device meets this requirement.
Approx. £1,250 Mac OS

MacBook Pro

NO

Purchase through Apple Education Store for a 15% discount
– you need a school e-mail

