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Figure 83. Common Prefixes.

PREFIX

% of All 
Prefixed 
Words MEANING EXAMPLES

Un- 26 Not, opposite of Unaware, unbelievable, unsure

Re- 14 Again Redo, replay

Im-, in-, il-, ir- 11 Not Impossible, incapable, illogical, 
irregular

Dis- 7 Not, opposite of Dishonest, disgraceful, discover

En-, em- 4 Cause to Enable, emblaze

Non- 4 Not Nonstick, nonfiction, nonexistent

In-, im- 3 In, into Inject

Over- 3 Too much Overtime, overeat

Mis- 3 Wrongly Misunderstand, misuse

Sub- 3 Under Subsurface, subway

Pre- 3 Before Prepay, preschool

Inter- 3 Between International, interact

Fore- 3 Before Forethought

De- 2 Opposite of Decaffeinated, dehydrate

Trans- 2 Across Transatlantic

Super- 1 Above Superhero, supermodel

Semi- 1 Half Semiannual, semicolon

Anti- 1 Against Antiwar, antisocial

Mid- 1 Middle Midyear, midnight

Under- 1 Too little Underweight, underpaid

All others 3

Top 20 prefixes from Carroll, J. B., Davies, P., & Richman, B. (1971). The American heritage world frequency book. Boston: 
Houghten Mifflin; as cited in White, Sowell, & Yanagihara, 1989.
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Figure 84. Common Suffixes.

SUFFIX

% OF ALL 
SUFFIXED 
WORDS PART OF SPEECH EXAMPLES

-s, -es 31 Plural of noun Cats, boxes

-ed 20 Past tense of verb Sailed

-ing 14 Progressive tense of verb Jumping, racing

-ly 7 Usually an adverb; 
sometimes an adjective

Slowly, lovely

-er, -or (agent) 4 Noun (agent) Runner, professor 

-tion, -ation, -ition 4 Noun Action, transition, 
vacation

-able, -ible 2 Adjective Lovable, incredible

-al, -ial 1 Adjective Global, logical, partial

-y 1 Adjective Funny

-ness 1 Abstract noun Kindness

-ity, -ty 1 Noun Activity

-ment 1 Noun Merriment

-ic 1 Adjective Historic

-ous, -eous, -ious 1 Adjective Hideous, spacious

-en 1 Verb Quicken, thicken

-er (comparative) 1 Adjective Bigger

-ive, -ative, -tive 1 Adjective Alternative, pensive

-ful 1 Adjective Wonderful

-less 1 Adjective Effortless

-est 1 Adjective Strongest

All others 7

Top 20 suffixes from Carroll, J. B., Davies, P., & Richman, B. (1971). The American heritage world frequency book. Boston: 
Houghten Mifflin; as cited in White, Sowell, & Yanagihara, 1989.
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Figure 85. Common Latin and Greek Roots.

ROOT ORIGIN MEANING EXAMPLES

aud Latin Hear Auditorium, audition, audience, audible, audiovisual

astro Greek Star Astronaut, astronomy, asterisk, asteroid, astrology

bio Greek Life Biology, biography, biochemistry

cept Latin Take Intercept, accept, reception

dict Latin Speak or tell Dictation, dictate, predict, contradict, dictator

duct Latin Lead Conduct, induct

geo Greek Earth Geography, geology, geometry, geophysics

graph Greek Write Autograph, biography, photograph

ject Latin Throw Eject, reject, projectile, inject

meter Greek Measure Thermometer, barometer, centimeter, diameter

min Latin Little or small Miniature, minimum, minimal

mit or mis Latin Send Mission, transmit, missile, dismiss, submit

ped Latin Foot Pedal, pedestal, pedestrian

phon Greek Sound Telephone, symphony, microphone, phonics, phoneme

port Latin Carry Transport, portable, import, export, porter

rupt Latin Break Disrupt, erupt, rupture, interrupt, bankrupt

scrib or 
script

Latin Write Scribble, scribe, inscribe, describe, prescribe, manuscript, 
prescription, script, transcript, scripture

spect Latin See Inspect, suspect, respect, spectacle, spectator

struct Latin Build or form Construct, destruct, instruct, structure

tele Greek From afar Telephone, telegraph, teleport

tract Latin Pull Traction, tractor, attract, subtract, extract 

vers Latin Turn Reverse, inverse
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