
 
 

Family “Staycation” Ideas for 6th -8th Grade 
The resources below could be used to inspire some family fun at home during this 

extended “staycation”. As with all media, please screen content and use your best 

judgment before sharing with students. The links below are to external sites; inclusion 

on this list does not imply endorsement by Derby Academy. 

 
Table of Contents 

Science/Nature 

Social Studies/History 

Field Trips 

Art 

Music 

General 

 

Science/Nature 
New England Aquarium Virtual Visits and Activities 
Local Citizen Science Opportunity 
STEM interactive simulations 
How Things are Made  
Explore the surface of Mars with Curiosity Rover 
Monterey Bay Aquarium Live Web Cams!  
Science Projects around the House from Exploratorium 
 

https://www.neaq.org/visit/at-home-events-and-activities/
https://www.nsrwa.org/get-involved/citizen-science/river-herring-counts/
https://phet.colorado.edu/en/simulations/category/by-level/elementary-school
https://thekidshouldseethis.com/tagged/how-things-are-made
https://accessmars.withgoogle.com/
https://www.montereybayaquarium.org/animals/live-cams
https://www.exploratorium.edu/snacks/collection/family


Science Podcasts 
Science Friday Spoonfuls  
Tumble 
Brains On! 
But Why? 
 

Science/STEM Videos 

■ The Kid Should See This: A searchable collection of video clips that cover a wide 

range of topics, including science, technology, nature, music, and art. 

■ The Secret Life of Scientists & Engineers (PBS/NOVA): Short interviews that 

highlight the connections between scientist/engineers' personal and professional 

lives. Helps students see science/engineering as relevant and accessible. 

■ SciGirls (PBS): Half-hour episodes that highlight "the processes of science and 

engineering, following a different group of middle school girls who design, with the 

help of scientist mentors, their own inquiry-based investigations on a variety of 

topics." 

■ Brainchild (Netflix): "Brainchild makes science fun, cool, and accessible to 

everyone!  Each episode tackles a topic that's important to kids (and adults!) with 

comedy, experiments, and interactive games." 

■ Don’t forget to check out email from Mrs Lasala regarding Computer Science 

Enrichment opportunity 

 

Social Studies/History 
Geography Games 
iCivics - Online civics games for kids 

 

https://medium.com/science-friday-spoonfuls
http://www.sciencepodcastforkids.com/
https://www.brainson.org/
https://www.vpr.org/programs/why-podcast-curious-kids#stream/0
http://thekidshouldseethis.com/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/blogs/secretlife/
https://goo.gl/n7P9NV
https://www.brainchildshow.com/middle-orig
https://world-geography-games.com/index.html
https://www.icivics.org/games


Field Trips 
List of 20 virtual field trips to take as a family 
International Space Station Field Trip 
Yellowstone National Park Field Trip 
Yosemite National Park Field Trip 
Farm Food Field Trip 
Great Wall of China Field Trip 
Castles Around the World 

 

Art 
Draw Every Day with JJK 
Lunch Doodles with Mo Willems 
The Met for Kids 

 
 

Music 
Google Mix Lab 
Touch Pianist 
Science of Music at Exploratorium 

 
 

General 
Growth Mindset Podcast 
Comprehensive List of Virtual Museum Resources 
50 Books All Kids Should Read Before They're 12 

Screening Screens 

● Best Family Movies 

● Common Sense Selections highlighting the best movies and TV shows 

https://adventuresinfamilyhood.com/20-virtual-field-trips-to-take-with-your-kids.html?fbclid=IwAR0i65-h8pMmhzOPzilzzEliIovg68Liu4fmZlAYt7VPxU52PyOEl0SFmO4
https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/station/main/suni_iss_tour.html
https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/photosmultimedia/virtualtours.htm
https://www.virtualyosemite.org/
https://www.farmfood360.ca/
https://www.thechinaguide.com/destination/great-wall-of-china
http://www.3dmekanlar.com/en/3d-castles.html
http://www.studiojjk.com/
https://www.kennedy-center.org/education/mo-willems
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/online-features/metkids/
https://mixlab.withgoogle.com/
http://touchpianist.com/
https://www.exploratorium.edu/music/index.html
https://www.exploratorium.edu/music/index.html
https://biglifejournal.com/pages/podcast
http://mcn.edu/a-guide-to-virtual-museum-resources/?fbclid=IwAR3wcjUZlQJYL70ta9G30TX7kf4zleHcd74NvKcVRNjaW3sYQWesvfL-Xfc
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZAA7AeUd-OgVEj6irOWVDOmmmuz34S4MksC-_FnJY4x1GCEUJlcFSppske5cXqyUGIZ0UOMqzkejp2gJw7mEO3mQIwxjS95CKRdXNgU-Hfo-9siNMDc9fa-DUMHDff08SCGwcrCWMoJHgcu9wyz5cjHowAmNllqB3oBTXG16ehm5NoeuNA8HiTrGPLHw4JST0P8D61J1dxO_fJR4eyPMtsFWYi9UL9TZyatVA0BgXfd1dFMJDEIax7kRjyGQ5yCQZ0dulBbhNQTWcFonjcHQQ87DHyChMrAFDhkEMhkQqilHKjC-aM351czAHSwpviFskeVoAByRmZadqZxB0BYAlQ==&c=otB1lUIaeMI_luYGuXSv-Q00hPL-DFNUhpjiuFSTXjCKN0EeU9ENaw==&ch=JJVBdyKOD-bWj4EplPThSoWuXsP_NtgWawwXerT3f4OqKQ0Tn6jfHg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZAA7AeUd-OgVEj6irOWVDOmmmuz34S4MksC-_FnJY4x1GCEUJlcFSppske5cXqyUsuMKrFx07OQmX9C8RdrVKszG9-VRzEnrFB4tFQb-JVA3mnpVQTTFFqgxnDMVE_Us3kzE2BJkB06pjf0RooGHabN3c8Uy4T4Cm7DO9j0AZpDobbScFDQBbA4BUMLiYFTs4kUxAKMgFN4NlbDkslmeY7jzr06_bRnUVibXN3EHZWsKI3yDYcLXFlAPQbuc2E2oDajK1714XYolQjvRUaj5hFtvR8VYF2xdY1KgcyF3ipxIfv58o7GOrg2_75jYsLavmXjirij07NDA0UToXePqRQ==&c=otB1lUIaeMI_luYGuXSv-Q00hPL-DFNUhpjiuFSTXjCKN0EeU9ENaw==&ch=JJVBdyKOD-bWj4EplPThSoWuXsP_NtgWawwXerT3f4OqKQ0Tn6jfHg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZAA7AeUd-OgVEj6irOWVDOmmmuz34S4MksC-_FnJY4x1GCEUJlcFSppske5cXqyUFaH4PNr0aToNaMctzTc3OznXe-0aaxmBSP0IiZi17jSrocTBBXwFBb7QhpOT3nVUel4aABXVpdiypyPX16YropYvUaWh5_nGrycBRAg60u0H8pW0Oaa_tJItMCETmHJCt56LLiIWrkmG_EDSdCqQfxWlywxL4MRsfc0tnkWb3sr9tsnIEKMGrqB8XiC20hzpMhR87gxT98-vxdBuIScrfa_DUt1iYtWwXbOq6t3h2v6O7LYnCEEX1Txe7lETzSWTzK7C31TI8imdU2tp271uYA==&c=otB1lUIaeMI_luYGuXSv-Q00hPL-DFNUhpjiuFSTXjCKN0EeU9ENaw==&ch=JJVBdyKOD-bWj4EplPThSoWuXsP_NtgWawwXerT3f4OqKQ0Tn6jfHg==


● Sibling Watch-Together TV 
 
Don’t forget to use what you have at home: 

- Puzzle Palooza! Find your puzzles and set them up in 1 place.  

- Board Game Frenzy!  Scrounge through your closets and challenge your family to 

play ALL of your board games 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZAA7AeUd-OgVEj6irOWVDOmmmuz34S4MksC-_FnJY4x1GCEUJlcFSppske5cXqyUND3oEgIlL3bsuzeeVy-tlFODbj2IccT12678Dm_4P5T_xMf5p6ff0-tPBuIjwNzpxZRzz6EaxGMnLWYWue1r6j9SuZFeq7SFXQSPBHXHbKVqfCOQRBj1X7F71XNPLHuu9bU9dwNyAsDgppyfbmZSqrQuoJaHEva0iQebcwSxTOIA9hbMSUP_lILKsb_KR2x_-hNgYxp1NC5bFRfdMQHdKpdMjZw1Yi2QHiN1463mGx8gL3W-y2Hy13T8CtQUkS3jmXM39umuLl419Ezmr_xcDw==&c=otB1lUIaeMI_luYGuXSv-Q00hPL-DFNUhpjiuFSTXjCKN0EeU9ENaw==&ch=JJVBdyKOD-bWj4EplPThSoWuXsP_NtgWawwXerT3f4OqKQ0Tn6jfHg==

