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 1

 7  Draw a picture of a sunflower and a pine tree, and label the parts.

 THINK ABOUT

How can you tell that a living thing is a plant? One way to tell is to look at its parts. As you learn more, 

think about how plants are alike and how they are different.

 READ

Reread “Sunflowers” (page 2) and “Pine Trees” (page 3). Each text tells about the parts of a 

different plant. Use the glossary to help you with unfamiliar words.

 EXPLORE

Read each fact below. Look back at both texts to decide if the fact tells about a sunflower, a pine tree, 

or both. Circle one answer or both answers.

1 Roots hold this plant in the ground. sunflower pine tree

2 The leaves of this plant are flat and wide. sunflower pine tree 

3 The trunk of this plant brings up food and water. sunflower pine tree

4 A seed from this plant may grow into a new plant. sunflower pine tree

 WRITE

5 Write a sentence that tells one important way that a sunflower and a pine tree are alike.

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6  Write another sentence that tells about an important difference between a sunflower and 

a pine tree.

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Sunflowers

A plant has many parts that help it grow. A sunflower is one plant 

with many parts that help it grow strong and tall. In fact, some 

sunflowers can grow as tall as you!

Roots 

A sunflower has roots. The roots hold the plant in the ground.  

Roots help the plant get food and water. It needs food and water  

to live and grow.

Stem 

Like most plants, the sunflower has a stem. The stem holds up the 

sunflower and brings food and water up from the roots.

Leaf 

Each leaf of the sunflower plant is attached to the stem. Plant leaves 

can make food with help from the sun. Sunflower leaves are flat  

and wide.

Seeds 

The sunflower has flowers that are big and yellow. The flowers  

make many seeds. The seeds help grow new sunflower plants.

GLOSSARY

at•tached Attached means joined to something.

sun•flow•er A sunflower is a plant with big yellow flowers.
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Pine Trees

A pine tree is a plant with many parts. Each part helps the tree 

grow tall and strong.

Roots

The roots of a pine tree hold it in the ground and help it get food 

and water. Like other plants, pine trees need food and water to live 

and grow.

Trunk

A pine tree has a trunk. The trunk is like a plant stem but bigger  

and stronger. The trunk brings food and water up from the roots.

Needles

Pine tree leaves are called needles. Needles are thin and sharp and 

grow on branches. Branches are like stems that grow from the 

trunk. Pine trees are called evergreens because the needles stay 

green all year. Pine trees don’t lose their leaves in the fall like  

other plants.

Seeds

A pine cone is the part of a pine tree that holds the seeds. Some pine 

cones need heat to let go of their seeds.

GLOSSARY

nee•dle A needle is a leaf that is shaped like a sharp sewing tool.

ev•er•green An evergreen is a plant with leaves that stay green 
all year long.
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 THINK ABOUT

Some stories teach lessons. At the end of a story, the lesson may be stated as a moral. If no lesson is 

stated, readers can figure it out for themselves by looking at what the characters learn. Think about 

what you can learn when you read a fable.

 READ

Reread “The Girl and Her Milk” (page 5) and “The Boy and His Oil” (page 6). 

 EXPLORE

How are the fables alike? How are they different? Look back at both fables to help you complete the 

sentences below.

1  In “The Girl and Her Milk,” the girl plans to sell butter to buy __________________________.

2  Then, the girl plans to sell some chickens to buy a new  __________________________.

3  Finally, she forgets about the bowl on her head, and the  __________________________ spills.

4  In “The Boy and His Oil,” the boy plans to sell his oil to buy __________________________.

5  Then, the boy plans to sell some goats to buy land and a __________________________.

6  Finally, he forgets about the pot on his head, and the __________________________ spills.

7  Both fables tell about characters who have __________________________ that come to an end.

 WRITE

8   Reread the moral at the end of “The Girl and Her Milk.” What moral could be added to  

“The Boy and His Oil”? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 7  What do people mean when they say, Don’t count your chickens before they hatch? Share your ideas 
with a partner.
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The Girl and her Milk

One day, a girl got a full bowl of milk from her cow. She set off for 

home with the bowl on her head and joy in her step.

 As the girl walked she made plans. “The milk in this bowl will give 

me cream,” she said. “Then, I will churn the cream to make butter. 

When I sell the butter, I can buy eggs. The eggs will hatch, and I’ll 

have a lot of chickens!”

 The girl made more plans. “I’ll sell some of my chickens,” she 

said. “And I’ll buy a new dress.” As she made plans, she forgot 

about the bowl on her head. The bowl fell off, the milk spilled,  

and the girl was mad because her plans had come to an end.

 The moral of this tale is, Don’t count your chickens before  

they hatch.
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The Boy and his Oil

A boy once had a pot of oil to sell. He put the pot on his head and 

set off for the market.

 As the boy walked, he began to think. “When I get to the market, 

I’ll sell my oil for two gold coins,” he said. “I’ll use the gold to buy 

goats. One day, I’ll have many goats. Then, I’ll sell some and buy 

land. Then, I’ll buy a house and start a family!”

 The boy was glad to think of his goats and his land and his house 

and his family. “I’ll have many kids who will take care of me when I 

am old,” he said.

 But then, the boy saw some kids who were very loud. He shook 

his head as if to say, “No, no, not my kids.” This made the oil pot fall 

to the ground and spill. The boy’s plans had come to an end.
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 7  Think about a time you visited a special place. Tell or write about what happened there, like the 
narrator of “A Hike at Night.”

 THINK ABOUT

Reading about a place helps you learn what is special about it. Bryce Canyon is a special place,  

a national park in the western United States.

 READ

Reread “A Map of Bryce Canyon” (page 8) and “A Hike at Night” (page 9). The first text  

is a map with captions like one used by park visitors. The second text is a story about visiting  

the park.

 EXPLORE

Read each sentence below. Is that information found in the map, in the story, or in both?  

Look back at both texts to decide. Circle one answer or both answers.

1 People can ride horses on the Peek-a-Boo Loop Trail. map story

2 Some visitors to Bryce Canyon stay overnight in tents. map story 

3 A park guide leads hikers on trails at night. map story

4 Visitors come to Bryce Canyon to see tall, thin rocks. map story

5 Hoodoos are tall rocks that may look like big animals. map story

 WRITE

6 Write another sentence telling information that is in BOTH the map and the story.

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7 What is an important difference between the map and the story?

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Map of Bryce Canyon

bus stop

Peek-a-Boo
Loop Trail

Rim Trail

tall rocks

tent site

shop

Rim Trail: The Rim Trail is two miles long. One of the best times to 

hike is just before the sun sets.

Peak-a-Boo Loop Trail: The Peek-a-Boo Loop Trail is five miles long. 

People can ride a horse on this trail if they don’t want to hike.

shop: This shop sells food and other things that people might need 

to camp in the park.

tent site: The tent site is a spot for people who want to camp near 

the trails. They can set up a tent or sleep out in the open.

tall rocks: Tall, thin rocks can be seen from both trails. These rocks 

were made by years and years of snow and rain.
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A Hike at Night

“Let’s go see what Bryce Canyon looks 

like at night!” says the park guide. It is 

near the end of our trip, and there’s a 

full moon. Dad and I can see odd rocks 

on all sides of the trail.

 I can’t wait to see the hoodoos at 

night. The tall, thin rocks make me think 

of sand castles. I run up the trail in front  

of the group.

 Just then, a dark shadow falls over 

me. Is it a mountain lion? A black bear?  

I try to shout for help, but Dad and  

the others are too far back to hear.

 Just then the moon moves from behind a cloud. When it lights up 

the shadow, I have to laugh. It isn’t a mountain lion or a bear.  

It’s a hoodoo! Still, I think I’ll stay with Dad for the rest of the hike.
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