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A NOTE FROM THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL OFFICE

Hello Everyone,

| hope this letter finds you well. This week, like many recently, seems to have gone by quickly with
many changes to the world and our lives. Personal routines are becoming more and more important
as we yearn for normalcy during these unprecedented times. Most of my focus this week was on
establishing goals related to the feedback we received from the teacher survey. Those goals mostly
centered around increasing counselor and social/emotional support for students, teachers and
parents.

Zoom

As | mentioned last week, one of the important points parents made in feedback was that they
valued the face-to-face interaction made possible by Zoom. Our faculty has been working to
increase the number of calls they have with their classes, and we have received many reports that
this is having a positive impact. This was a strong example of parents and faculty partnering to serve

our students better!

The reason we chose not to have full class zoom lessons

| wanted to share with you the reasoning why AISG has chosen not to have full class, real time
lessons on zoom. While all of us being in different time zones is a small factor, if that was the reason
our dedicated AISG teachers would have made it work. The reason rests in educational philosophy
and pedagogy. Our teachers have found that zoom lessons are not the most effective due to two key

reasons.

The first is that in Zoom you can only see 5 faces at a time. Teachers cannot see who is an isn’t
engaged while they are teaching. With elementary students, a teacher must see a child’s face to
gauge what is understood. Much has been written about the thousands of decisions a teacher
makes each day. The majority of those decisions rest in responding to students
and guiding their learning. If a teacher can’t see a child’s face s/he relies on the work produced to
make those decisions.

Secondly, it is our belief that most learning by students happens through the 1-1 context of support
and scaffolding. When a teacher looks at a students’ assignment or how they are working, they can
see where misunderstanding occurs and develop appropriate support. This cannot happen during a



group zoom lesson. During face-to-face instruction, a teacher is constantly walking around while
teaching, interacting, supporting and asking questions to stimulate learning. During online learning,
this is done by looking at how a student answers a question and then leaving a comment to guide
and teach.

Advice for parents during zoom meetings

If you are sitting with your child during the zoom meetings, please remember to mute the microphone
if you need to speak with your child. One of the difficulties of zoom is the magnification of
background noise. The teachers would appreciate your support with this.

Zoom calendars

Now that we have established more zoom get togethers each week, we understand it is becoming
challenging to manage for you. We will be developing a weekly chart with your child’s zoom
meetings for the week. Irene and Janice will be emailing those out each week.

Something fun for you!

| enjoyed this article on how music uses both hemispheres of the brain and therefore a source of
relaxation and stress reduction. If you are interested in reading this article, here is the link:
htips://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/02/27/810049050/how-the-brain-teases-apart-a-
songs-words-and-music.

Have a nice day. Stay safe,
Ms. Tatz

Elementary Principal
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