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March 12, 2020
Dear parents,

As today marks the beginning of spring break, we now begin a period of relative calm for our campus
community. Many students have returned home, some are staying here, and we all have the opportunity to rest
from classes, activities, homework and more. Still, while we are on break, the growing concern around the
world regarding Covid-19 continues to rise. The World Health Organization has officially classified the virus as
a pandemic, increasingly strict measures are being taken by countries around the world to close off travel, and
nations hard hit by the virus are taking unprecedented steps to shut down large scale gatherings and movement.

How do we respond to the growing global concern?

Jordan continues to be among the safest countries in the world with regard to Covid-19. The Ministry of Health
has been proactive and transparent about quarantining suspected cases, it has offered daily updates about local
preparations, and it has taken appropriate preventive measures to slow any possible transmission of the virus.
It’s worth further noting that there remains no evidence of any transmission of the virus in Jordan to date — the
one case that appeared in the country last week has proven to be an isolated case. Still, six hospitals in
population centers around the country are actively testing for the virus, and soon testing may be available to
additional private hospitals and organizations. Further, the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Education
have been taking increasingly proactive steps limiting travel from foreign countries and limiting mass
gatherings. We continue to follow these guidelines.

Among the steps taken by the Ministry of Education was this morning’s suspension of “all student activities and
events, including but not limited to competitions, festivals, celebrations, school plays and graduation parties
until further notice.” If this suspension of activities continues throughout the year, we will have to explore the
long-term implications for our spring term, especially with regard to how we can help celebrate our seniors in
their final months. This will be on our minds in the coming weeks. Until then, in the words of a colleague, the
ministry’s guidelines mean that schools should do what we do best: just teach, nothing else. This is something
we take up with pleasure, even if, as a boarding school, we will have to consider how these guidelines might
require a more nuanced interpretation for our residential program. Thankfully, we have the coming week to
think carefully before making necessary adjustments to our program.

Preparedness

During this time, we continue to prepare for all possible eventualities. Should the presence of the virus grow in
Jordan, or should the Ministry of Health or the Ministry of Education announce a preventive shutdown of
schools, we are ready to transition to online learning and to support those students who may not be able to travel
home. Over the past few days, before the wind and rain returned, it was common to see students seated in the
red Adirondack chairs around campus participating in their classes by video conference. Teachers have been
meeting students in person, sending them out across campus, and then hosting discussions and lessons virtually,
all as practice for the possibility of moving learning online.

Inshallah, it will not come to this in the approaching weeks or months. Whatever the outcome may be, rest
assured that we will continue to communicate with you regularly, especially if the number of cases grows here
in Jordan. At the very least, expect to hear from us both early and late next week.

Until then, enjoy this weekend and the full respite of spring break. Wash your hands often, and take other WHO
preventive measures to stay healthy. We are here if you have questions.

All the best,

Peter Nilsson
Head of School


https://kingsacademy.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b00f62b2f73cbd8131fe8e13c&id=6f632b530d&e=af38f0e745
https://kingsacademy.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b00f62b2f73cbd8131fe8e13c&id=6f632b530d&e=af38f0e745
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https://www.who.int/ar/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public
https://www.who.int/ar/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public

