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[ Write a collection of poems,
such as cut-out or black-out

poetry.
How to create a Black-out Poem

Example 1

[ Read a poem from a book or
online, or listen to a poetry
podcast; write a reaction to it.

d Choose a historic time period
to research and write a poem
that describes what a
teenager's day would be like.

The Dark Ages, the Middle Ages,
or Medieval Times
American Revolution

 Compose your own song
lyrics.
Masterclass - How to write a song

O Read and/or listen to some
songs, notice how they are
written.

Tips for songwriting

A Research the history of a
certain genre of music (soul,
hip-hop, jazz, etc.)

Jazz and its Influence on
American Music

d Create a list of jokes or a script
for stand-up.
How to Write a Joke

d Research and read tips from
comedians.

[d Research a famous comedian
in history/read an
autobiography.

[ Write your own short story or
memoir.

Plotting your story

Short Story Examples

[ Read a short story or memoir
and gather ideas about the
author’s craft, create a sequel,
or write another version of the
story using the same
character.

A Choose an event in history to
write a short story about.

The Holocaust

[ Write a one-act play.
Script format

[ Read or listen to a play.
Plays for Middle School

d Choose an event in history to
write a play about.
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https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/blog-posts/john-depasquale/blackout-poetry/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/blog-posts/john-depasquale/blackout-poetry/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/browse#page=1&sort_by=recently_added&filter_poetry_children=1
https://www.newyorker.com/podcast/poetry
https://www.newyorker.com/podcast/poetry
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1aO3iPGfA6FfanEsK1GB38egAtvIIo9Kl
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1aO3iPGfA6FfanEsK1GB38egAtvIIo9Kl
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1w1oV7ntHoalOtDK32HwRygVPydA-4JiJ
https://www.masterclass.com/articles/how-to-write-a-song-on-guitar#tom-morellos-tips-for-songwriting
https://blog.landr.com/write-song/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AkPO2Mt_FfY_bV8_yQaDWxN1zjsKcWKD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AkPO2Mt_FfY_bV8_yQaDWxN1zjsKcWKD/view?usp=sharing
https://www.masterclass.com/articles/how-to-write-a-joke-in-7-easy-steps#how-to-write-a-joke-in-7-steps
https://www.inc.com/david-nihill/23-tips-from-comedians-to-be-funnier-in-your-next-presentation.html
https://hiconsumption.com/best-stand-up-comedians-of-all-time/
http://www.greenup.kyschools.us/Downloads/Freytag%27s%20Pyramid2.pdf
https://www.weareteachers.com/best-short-stories-for-middle-schoolers/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=17A7Pk-IGKPH4F8KbX6EU8yAPWgRVe5RG
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/12230b_9305a05f3d414c52b2dc15be596218ae.pdf#page=4
https://www.dramanotebook.com/plays-for-kids/scripts-for-ages-12-and-up/
https://www.masterclass.com/articles/how-to-block-a-scene#5-tips-for-blocking-a-scene
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d Create your own newspaper; d Read an article either online or | [ Research a current event and
or write an op-ed piece. in a magazine. share what you learned with a
How to Write an Op-ed CNN family member/guardian.
First Female MLB Coach
Rubik's Cube-solving robotic hand
ushers in new focus for
researchers
O Keep a journal of your d Listen to a podcast or radio [ Listen to a podcast about
thoughts, or a daily podcast or station. history.
a video.
[ Create an info-graphic [ Read info-graphics online orin | [ Research a topic and create
Infographic 1 Piktochart a newspaper. an info-graphic that shares
information about an event or
“’,”’if"“‘”‘“"“”"“"“’ time in history.
=
[ Write your own graphic novel [ Read a graphic novel. A There are many important
Comic Book Panels people and stories left out of
social studies textbooks.
Research a person you would
like to see included in your
graphic novel.
Time Magazine - Next Generation
Leaders
d Create a story, poem, or scene | A Read color poems. d Research a time period and
based on a color. create a color poem based on
that time period.
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https://projects.iq.harvard.edu/files/hks-communications-program/files/new_seglin_how_to_write_an_oped_1_25_17_7.pdf
https://www.cnn.com/cnn10
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1yBcNL_rmarLmu4ME5JLl1_-d9GaoX-Fj
https://newsela-media.s3.amazonaws.com/pdfs/robotic-hand-rubiks-cube-2000000807-article_only.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAIOXSRXVQ3RGAX2FA&Signature=DfIzXCYwc1X%2B1krF6L1LRrbCRt0%3D&Expires=1583949529
https://newsela-media.s3.amazonaws.com/pdfs/robotic-hand-rubiks-cube-2000000807-article_only.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAIOXSRXVQ3RGAX2FA&Signature=DfIzXCYwc1X%2B1krF6L1LRrbCRt0%3D&Expires=1583949529
https://newsela-media.s3.amazonaws.com/pdfs/robotic-hand-rubiks-cube-2000000807-article_only.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAIOXSRXVQ3RGAX2FA&Signature=DfIzXCYwc1X%2B1krF6L1LRrbCRt0%3D&Expires=1583949529
https://kerileebeasley.com/2018/02/07/the-best-podcasts-for-middle-schoolers/
https://www.historyextra.com/article-type/podcast/
https://create.piktochart.com/output/37899102-trophy
https://create.piktochart.com/users/sign_in
https://jarrettlerner.com/activities/
https://time.com/collection/next-generation-leaders/
https://time.com/collection/next-generation-leaders/
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3 How to guide (explain how to
do anything that you know a
lot about)

d Read other how to books or
websites to notice what's
included

Instructables Projects

d Explore videos on how to do

something you love.

4 Take photos and write

captions or an artist statement.
Artist Statement Guide

or

Visit Time.com and navigate to the
“Photography” section. Browse
through photos and select a photo
and article to read.

[ Read up on how to take a
portrait or landscape photo.

How to take Good Picture with
your Phone

d Explore primary source

photographs from an event or
time in history.

d Design a camp for kids- art,
music, sports, games, other
activities.

Camp Hazen
Camp Laurelwood

[ Research day camps.

Camp Hazen
Camp Laurelwood

d Pick a time period. Research

how people passed the time.

[ Write a recipe (healthy meal,
sleepover snack), Challenge
write a gluten/allergy free
option.

How to Guide

Recipe Examples

d Research most popular snacks
for kids. Research common
food allergens.

[ Research war-time

rations/meals.

O Write a review of a video
game, book, TV show, movie,
food or of a product.

Food Review Lingo

Food Review

How to Write a Book Review

d Read sample reviews online or
in magazines.

[ Explore and research reviews

online.
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https://www.instructables.com/projects/
http://www.artspartner.org/files/all/artists_statement_bio_info.pdf
https://time.com/section/lightbox/
https://www.shutterfly.com/ideas/how-to-take-good-pictures/
https://www.shutterfly.com/ideas/how-to-take-good-pictures/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/
http://camphazenymca.org/summer-camp/first-time-campers
https://www.camplaurelwood.org/programs/day-camp/
http://camphazenymca.org/summer-camp/first-time-campers
https://www.camplaurelwood.org/programs/day-camp/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/childrens-lives/pdf/teacher_guide.pdf
https://www.thekitchn.com/how-to-write-a-recipe-58522
https://www.bettycrocker.com/recipes
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1otcAmHxDDajIiaRDbm023yO_bH-IoEGo
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1otcAmHxDDajIiaRDbm023yO_bH-IoEGo
https://drive.google.com/open?id=14GQaq_ljYg9tkIAscbFQxYykJfzX7q_I
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1fzwpslgUHG7JOiN0XYVG3E17a1bD_PZp
https://www.grammarly.com/blog/how-to-write-book-review/

Type It!/Write It! Read It!/Hear It! Connect It!

A Create a family timeline or [ Read an interview. d Watch an interview on TV or
family tree. online.
Ancestral Chart Interview with R.L. Stine
Or

4 Write an interview that you
will conduct with a family
member or friend or someone
you want to learn more about.

The Interview

[ Write a letter to a favorite d Read a book by your favorite d Research an author.
author. Explain what you love author.
about their writing and your
personal connections to their
stories.

How to write a personal letter

d Write and illustrate a picture 1 Read a picture book and d Visit Storyline and choose a
book. respond to one of the following picture book to listen to.

Authors Everywhere! prompts: "What motivates the

Picture book templates main character?" or "If your

character were to be given an
award, what award would it be
and why? What themes are
emerging in the book and what
evidence supports your
response?”
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https://www.ancestrycdn.com/legacy/pdf/trees/charts/anchart.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson17/RWTa27-1.PDF
https://www.readingrockets.org/books/interviews/stine/transcript#tales
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBrFuArJK1U
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/personal_correspondence/personal_letters.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCowhHSUaWp3KJDcuI0nR0vw
https://www.inkygirl.com/inkygirl-main/2015/11/4/free-picture-book-thumbnail-templates-for-writers-and-illust.html
https://www.storylineonline.net/

