GROTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
GROTON, CONNECTICUT
(*Attachments are available upon request from the Superintendent’s Office.)

Committee of the Whole March 9, 2020

A meeting of the Committee of the Whole of the Groton Board of Education was held on March 9, 2020 in
Room 11 of the School Administration Building,.

L CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Mrs. Kim Watson, Chairperson, at 6:05 p.m.

PRESENT ABSENT

Mrs. Kim Shepardson Watson Mrs. Gretchen Newsome
Dr. Andrea Ackerman Mts. Rosemary Robertson
Mrs. Jane Giulini Mrs. Rita Volkmann

Mzs. Elizabeth Porter Mrs. Lee White

Mt. Jay Weitlauf (arrived at 6:10 p.m.)

Dr. Michael Graner, Superintendent of Schools
Ms. Susan Austin, Assistant Superintendent of Schools
Mr. Xavion Quito, Student Representative

1. Communications Update [Attachment #1]
Mrs. Rebecca Beyus gave an overview of the results of the Communications survey.

2. MOTION: Porter, Ackerman: To add an item to the agenda regarding 2 Coronavirus

update.
PASSED - UNANIMOUSLY

Dr. Graner stated that he held a preparedness and response plan meeting today regarding the latest update
from the Governor on the Coronavirus. Dr. Graner noted that Rhode Island has declated a state of
emetgency. Dr. Graner noted items discussed at the meeting:

e Use of disinfecting green products

e Bus disinfecting methods to be used twice per day

e A task force met to plan for possible school closures

e What to do before a school is closed

e Cancelation of field trips and possibly the College and Career Fair at the high school

e Cancelation of the upcoming Professional Development day

e Food Service Departments of the schools will be prepared to distribute meals if schools

are closed
e Cancelation of sports events is being considered

o Reallocation of custodial staff to maximize cleaning operations
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Drt. Graner also noted the following:
o If 100 people or more are congregating — don’t do it.
o No travel for PD or field trips.
o There wete 56 people tested with 2 testing positive in Connecticut.
e Hotline — 211 is operating to field questions regarding COVID-19
o Closing school is the Health Department’s decision.
e 180 school day rule has to be maintained.
e Hand washing is a must.

e If you are sick, stay home.
3. Approval of Minutes:

MOTION: Porter, Giulini: To approve the COW minutes of February 19, 2020.
PASSED — UNANIMOUSLY

4. School Accountability Index [ATTACHMENT #1]

Ms. Austin reviewed the district performance indexes. Ms. Austin introduced the Principals who shared
items of concetn and improvement for their school.

CC Attendance was a major focus and they ate focusing on Science; CC has been designated as a
School of Distinction

CK  An error was made in entering the Physical Fitness data; progtess has been made toward
English proficiency; Math is a relative area of weakness

MM  Chronic absenteeism and Physical Fitness was a concern; MM has been designated as a School
of Distinction

CB They focused on attendance this year; ELA scores wete better than Math scotes; they look at
Math and Chronic Absenteeism; would like ELA to improve; there is a gap in science

NEA Good overall index score; however, NEA is not meeting growth target

CMS  They wotked on absenteeism last year; focus has been on individual areas

WSM They improved in all areas except Chronic Absenteeism; high needs student out petformed in
all areas; West Side moved from a Category 3 school to a Category 2 school

FHS  They need to focus on attendance — collection and reporting as well as ways to get students in
their class; for high needs students — why are they not in class and ways to get them back in
class

5. Suggested Future Topics
NONE
6. Adjournment

MOTION: Ackerman, Weitlauf: To adjourn at 7:50 p.m.
PASSED - UNANIMOUSLY



Attachment #1
GPS 2019-20 Parent Communications Survey
514 Responses
December 2019 - January 2020

What school(s) does / do your child / children attend?

514 responses

Robert E. Fitch High Schoo!
Cutler Arts & Humanities Magnet

Middle ...

144 (28%)
88 (17.1%)

66 (12.8%)

59 (11.5%)

49 (9.5%)

Catherine Kolnaski STEAM
Magnet Scheol

Claude Chester Elemenlary
School 27 (5.3%)

58 (11.3%)
Northeast Academy Arts Magnet
School

S.B. Butler Elementary School

94 (18.3%)
51 (9.9%)
0 50 100 150

Please rate the following methods of communication for general news and information about Groton Public Schools?

400w 3 - Most preferred WM 2 WO 1 - Least preferred

300
200

100

Paper Notices Phone Call Emall Text Message Powerschool Smartphone App Web Site Soclal Media News Media
Parent Portal {other than (newspaper, TV,
Powerschool) radio)

How do you prefer to receive urgent news such as school closings or weather related delays?
514 responses

Phone Call / Message 361 (70.2%)
Email 243 (47.3%)

Text Message 413 (80.4%)

Social Media 35 (6.8%)
Web Site 23 (4.5%)
News Media (newspaper, TV, 31 (6%)

radia)

0 100 200 300 400 500



What electronic communication device(s) do you use most?
512 responses

Smartphone 498 (97.3%;
Tablet 38 (7.4%)
Personal Computer / Laptop 116 (22.7%)
0 100 200 300 400 500

What social media do you use regularly?
510 responses

Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

| don't use social media
LinkedIn 1(0.2%)

Pinterest 1 (0.2%)

Google 1(0.2%)

WhatsApp 1(0.2%)

phone 1(0.2%)

Rarely use social media 1{0.2%)
do not use on a daily basis. 1(0.2%)

- 368 (72.2%)

26 (5.1%)
166 (32.5%)
113 (22.2%)

0 100 200 300 400

Do you have access to local cable TV channels through Comcast / Xfinity or Thames Valley

Communications?
513 responses

® Yes
@® No




Do you have Internet access at home?
512 responses

@® Yes
® No
Do you use the Powerschool Parent Portal?
513 responses
® Yes
@® No

How often do you visit the Groton Public Schools website?
514 responses

@ A few times a week
@ A few times a month
0 A few times a year
@ Never




Are you interested in a Groton Public Schools app for your phone or tablet?
508 responses

® Yes
® No

What information is most of interest on the GPS website?
483 responses

News and Updates
Food Service
Transportation
Events Calendar

271 (56.1%)

155 (32.1%)
127 (26.3%)
342 (70.8%)
188 (38.9%)
134 (27.7%)

Extracurricular Programs
Contact info
district calendar

Contact info/emails for staff.
Class as...

Contact information| -
Nothing need work
Teacher contact info

1
1
1
1
1
1
14
1
1
Student handbook| 1 (

Phone Numbers| 1 (0.2%)

PTO| 1(

1

delays and closures| 1 (

School calendar's| 1 (

BOE agendas and minutes| 1 (

Staff/admin contact| 1 (

faculty/staff tab and links] 1 (

District calendar| 1 (

None| 1{

0 100 200 300 400



Do you watch GPS / Channel 19 progamming?

509 responses

Yes, live on TV - 47 (9.2%)

Yes, online on demand 16 (3.1%)

449 (88.2%)

0 100 200 300 400 500

Are you interested in watching a livestream of district meetings, school events and / or student

performances or viewing those programs on-demand?
508 responses

@ Yes
® No

Are you interested in learning more about programs in our district through webinars (IB Diploma or

Middle Years Programmes, Magnet Schools, and / or other curricular and extracurricular programs)?
507 responses

® Yes
® No
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