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Tonight’s Agenda 

*Just what is Naviance and how can it help a SHS sophomore 
career and college plan?

*How do we begin the college search?

*Career Exploration?



A Website Worth Knowing 

www.d125.org/college



SHS Website 





College Career Center Calendar
Thursday, October 1st: Financial Aid Night

Mid October: 

✦ First Generation College Night

✦ October 20: Choices Fair - College Fair for students with 
IEPs/504s - Maine South High School

November 5th: Focused Career Night/Career Expo in 2020 

November/December (TBD): College Night for Junior Families

February - June 2021: Post Secondary SCoPE Meetings

March-Summer Job Fair (This year’s fair is March 13th-next Friday)

June/July-Career Exploration Summer School Classes
**Ongoing Career Exploration throughout the year and into June**



Naviance Portal



Logging On To Naviance 

Take a moment to login to Naviance...





My Colleges 







Scattergram (i.e. graph) - Indiana U 



Document Resources
U of I Graphs by College 



U of I
Division of General Studies 2020 



Colleges I’m Thinking About 



Colleges I’m Thinking About 

You



Take a few minutes! 

*Now it is your turn! Add a few colleges you are currently 
considering into your list!

*We will give you a couple of minutes to do this as a family.



Colleges I’m Thinking About 



College Compare 



Compare Colleges 



Advanced College Search 



Careers Tab 

















Career Exploration Program
Mrs. Diane Willock

Who am I? 

What do I do?

How can your student (and you) take 

advantage of the Career Program while here at Stevenson?

Why is Career Exploration important?



Why is career exploration important?
Students who choose majors that are a good fit based on their interests have higher GPAs at college, are less likely to 
change their majors, and are more likely to persist in college and complete their degrees in a timely manner.

Studies show that individuals who develop career navigation knowledge and skills are more likely to:

• Have expanded education and career opportunities

• Make education and career decisions that better fit them

• Increase their motivation to learn and achieve

• Experience more positive outcomes in both school and work settings

The goal of early career exploration is to encourage students to attach value to their interests and create a 
sense of purpose for their post-secondary experience! (college or otherwise) 

Having an “initial” road map, (a career road map) creates confidence and a sense of direction.

The “navigation” may change slightly...

But having some direction is better than no direction at all!



The Career Program is designed to educate and guide the students on 
career directions and choices

 
● Professional Career Presentations 
● Career and Job shadowing
● Summer Job Fair-March 13th all lunch periods
● Career Expo (every other year-November 5th 2020)
● Outside Career Events
● SPARK co-coodinator: summer research internships
● Career Exploration Summer School Courses. Careers in 

Healthcare and Medicine, Careers in Business and Technology, 
Careers in STEM, Careers in Law

● General Career Planning and Guidance. 
By appointment with student.



Career Exploration
https://www.d125.org/academics/career-exploration



Guide for 
parents to talk to 
students about
Careers 

4-year guide for 
students







Career Exploration Program
How to stay informed?

✦ Visit my Career Exploration page:
https://www.d125.org/academics/career-exploration  

✦ Daily announcements in school and on monitors

✦ Follow on social media:

facebook.com/stevenson high school college/career center

twitter.com/AESHSCCC

Announcements on upcoming career events at the school and in community, job 
and internship opportunities and general career information.

  

https://www.d125.org/academics/career-exploration


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RUup841pZrs




BUILDING THE TEAM
● Student

● Parents

● Friends

● Teachers

● Counselor

● College Admission Counselors

● College Career Center



FOCUS ON THE FIT
● Academic

● Social

● Emotional

● Financial



College Knowledge
Some factors that will impact your college choice:

● Academic rigor
● Size
● Location of campus
● Distance from home
● Areas of Study
● Personal Factors
● Cost



How To Do Your Research
Online Resources
★ www.d125.org/college
★ www.d125.org/academic/career-exploration
★ Naviance
★ SHS Programs
★ College websites
★ www.collegeboard.org
★ www.finaid.org

http://www.d125.org/college
http://www.d125.org/academic/career-exploration
http://www.finaid.org


How To Do Your Research

   Consider Summer 
Enrichment Programs or 

exploring on your own



How To Do Your Research
Consider attending College Fairs

March 12th at CLC (Grayslake 
Campus) from 6pm – 8pm

http://www.clcillinois.edu/events/
collegefair

https://www.nacacfairs.org/attend/
national-college-fairs/suburban-chi

cago-national-college-fair/

http://www.clcillinois.edu/events/collegefair
http://www.clcillinois.edu/events/collegefair
https://www.nacacfairs.org/attend/national-college-fairs/suburban-chicago-national-college-fair/
https://www.nacacfairs.org/attend/national-college-fairs/suburban-chicago-national-college-fair/
https://www.nacacfairs.org/attend/national-college-fairs/suburban-chicago-national-college-fair/




How To Do Your Research
   Consider 

visiting 
campuses

Mr. Miller & Ms. English visiting University of New Hampshire!



How To Do Research
Students Visit with College Reps (fall semester) in the 

College Career Center Room 1123



College Admission Timeline
Junior Year--First Semester

✦ Develop working list of 10-20 colleges that appeal to you
✦ Come use College Career Center resources and materials
✦ Visit with college reps who come to SHS
✦ Attend Junior College Night program in the fall
✦ Attend National College Fair and Illinois Regional College 

Fair at CLC
✦ Develop strong grade trends
✦ Develop a good working relationship with your counselor



College Admission Timeline
Junior Year-Second Semester

● Register for a strong senior class schedule
● Take the ACT and/or SAT during your 2nd semester.
● Visit colleges as often as you can!
● Attend Illinois Regional College Fair in March at CLC
● Schedule a post secondary SCoPE with post secondary 

counselor [late January through June]
● Whittle college list down to 10 schools that are a good fit for 

YOU!
● Applications open during the late summer/fall of senior year.



Testing at Stevenson
● Sophomore

○ PSAT
● Junior

○ PSAT/NMSQT
○ SAT



Focus on one or two that interest you

✦ Personally rewarding
✦ Change of pace from your studies
✦ Exposure to a career area
✦ Do something out of your comfort zone

Not the number of activities, 

but the nature of commitment



Student Communication
With their teachers

With colleges

With their counselor

With themselves

With you – their parents



Facebook
Follow us on Facebook: 
@SHSCollegeCareerCenter



Tonight’s (Short) Survey
https://forms.gle/mxFPF8z2XzaM56CM7

Thank you for attending! :)

https://forms.gle/mxFPF8z2XzaM56CM7

