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3

4

In the Thematic  
Unit, starting with 
Overview, click 
through the blades 
down the left side to 
explore the unit’s 
contents.   

Click on the 
Instructional Path 
blade to explore the 
unit’s lessons. The  
text selections that  
are covered will be  
listed. To view the 
reading routine for a 
text, click the drop-
down arrow to the  
right of the text title.

The Overview provides a video preview introducing the theme and driving 
question of the Unit. This blade also contains lists of readings, key Skills, 
Common Core State Standards and other important details about the Unit 
for �o�e�k.

The text highlighted in green is the recommended anchor 
text for the Unit, and has an accompanying Full Text Study.
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5 Each text selection 
reading routine is 
structured as: First 
Read, Skills Lesson(s),
Close Read.

View the links  
below each lesson  
for a comprehensive 
Lesson Plan, Access 
Handouts with 
integrated English 
Language learner 
supports, and Core 
Handouts including  
Vocabulary and  
Grammar exercises,  
as well as Graphic  
Organizers. 

Click the Student 
Preview for a Skills 
lesson.

Click the 
Student 
Preview 
Icon to 
explore a 
First Read 
lesson.

Click the 
Student 
Preview 
Icon 
to explore 
a Skills 
lesson.

Click the 
Student 
Preview 
icon to 
explore a 
Close Read 
lesson.
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6 Skills lessons include  
3 sections: Define, 
Model, and Your Turn. 
Within the Student  
Preview of a Skills  
lesson, explore the  
tabs to see the video 
and text supports,  
as well as the 2-part  
selected response  
skill practice.

All lessons also have a wrap-around 
Teacher’s Edition on the right-hand side.
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7 Explore the Extended 
Writing Project and 
Research Project 
blades.

8 Review the Full Text 
Study blade, where 
you will find PDFs of 
Reading Guides for 
both teachers and 
students, to support 
the reading of the 
recommended 
anchor text.

StudySync provides complete Full Text Units, with supplementary texts and 

comparative writing assignments, to support the reading of each full work in the 

Full Text Study in each Thematic Unit. The complete Full Text Unit is not part of the 

Core Curriculum and is outside of the 45 days of instruction. For teachers that want to 

dive deeper into a particular text, the Full Text Units can either be assigned alongside 

the full reading of a Thematic Unit’s core text, or can be used as a stand-alone novel 

unit. Full Text Units can be viewed by clicking on the link in the Full Text Study blade.
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1

2

Click the Core ELA  
tab on the top right  
to view StudySync’s 
Designated EL  
Curriculum for  
grades 6–12.

You will see that in  
addition to the four  
Core ELA Units, there 
are four corresponding 
Designated EL Units  
that align to, support, 
and extend the Core  
ELA instruction.

Click on your grade 
in the gray bar to  
explore the  
Designated EL Path.  
For this example, 
we will view Grade 
6, Unit 4.

STUDYSYNC CONTENT: DESIGNATED EL CURRICULUM

Covering 45 days of study, each Thematic Unit contains the following:

• An Instructional Path with 6 texts, including both created, leveled texts that build

background knowledge and authentic grade-level ELA unit texts.

• An Extended Oral Project, in which students work toward an oral presentation on

topics such as informative, narrative, persuasive, and argumentative presentations,

with specific lessons supporting them along the way.

Select one of the four EL units by clicking EL Unit. 
This example uses Grade 6 Unit 4, the EL Unit that 
corresponds to the ELA Unit from the previous  
section.
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3

4

In the EL 
Unit, starting with 
Overview, click 
through the blades 
down the left side to 
explore the unit’s 
contents.   

Click on the 
Instructional Path 
blade to explore the 
unit’s lessons. The  
top of the Instructional 
Path shows the text 
selections included  
in the unit.

The Overview provides a video preview introducing the theme and driving 
question of the Unit. This blade also contains lists of readings, key skills,  
and other important details about the unit for teachers.
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5 Scroll down through 
the Instructional Path.

Click to explore the 
various text selections 
and Skills lessons.
Each text selection 
reading routine  
includes lessons that 
pre-teach, support,  
and reinforce the  
core reading selection, 
providing additional 
Skills practice before 
reading grade-level 
literature. 

View the links below 
each lesson for a  
comprehensive  
Lesson Plan and  
Access Handouts with 
ELL supports. You will
see that each lesson  
is available at three 
levels for Beginner, 
Intermediate, and
Advanced students.

Click 
the first 
Student 
Preview 
Icon to 
explore the 
lesson for 
Beginner 
students.

Click the 
second 
Student 
Preview 
Icon to 
explore the 
lesson for 
Intermediate 
students.

Click 
the third 
Student 
Preview 
Icon to 
explore the 
lesson for 
Advanced 
students.
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6 These three leveled 
lessons contain  
interactive visual  
vocabulary activities 
that progress as  
you move from an
Beginner version of  
the lesson up to an
Advanced version.

In the Beginner version 
students are asked to match 
visuals with the appropriate 
word and its meaning.

In the Intermediate version 
students are asked to match 
visuals with the appropriate 
word.

In the Advanced version  
students are asked to match 
visuals and write in the  
meaning for the appropriate 
word.



Page 14www.studysync.com Demo Account Walkthrough StudySyncPlus

7

8

Skills lessons include 
the following sections: 
Vocabulary, Define, 
Model, Practice, and 
occasionally Write.
Choose one of the 
three Student Previews 
of a Skills lesson to 
explore the tabs.  
View the tech- 
enhanced features  
and supports available 
to students.  

Explore the Extended 
Oral Project blade, 
where you will find 
lessons for students 
on how to plan, draft, 
practice, and deliver
an oral presentation.
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9 For information on 
how to implement a 
Thematic Unit and all 
of its components, 
view the Pacing Guide 
for that unit from the 
Core ELA Homepage.

The Pacing Guide 
takes you through the 
45-day Core Path for 
each Thematic Unit, 
outlining 
recommended lessons 
for each day and 
providing connecting 
links between those 
pieces.

Each column in the Pacing Guide corresponds to the appropriate blade 
within the Thematic Unit view. The last column corresponds to the EL Unit.
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Explore the Additional 
Resources found in the 
links at the bottom 
of the Core ELA 
Homepage for 
each grade. These 
curriculum supports 
are designed to help 
implement the Core 
Program and support 
instruction for all 
levels of learners.

Click the Library  
tab and then select 
Texts in the gray bar. 
The Library provides 
access to over 1,300 
text selections, 
including all of those 
in the Core ELA Path  
and many more. Click 
Show Filters to filter 
the Library by options 
such as Subject, 
Theme, Lexile® level, 
and more.

10

1

STUDYSYNC CONTENT: LIBRARY AND BLASTS

Filter results using 
the Show Filters 
button.

Search for specific 
selections by title, 
author or keyword.
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As an example, 
type the title— 
The Hobbit—into 
the search bar and  
the results will  
automatically appear.

Click through  
the blades in the 
left-hand column 
to explore the  
pathway and  
resources  
available with  
this text.

2

3

Click on the image to open 
the resources for that text.

Start with the Intro blade and click down the list 
to explore lesson segments for this selection.

Click on the Comprehension blade to view content-based 
multiple choice questions that can assist you in tracking student 
understanding of a particular text.
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From the Library tab, 
you may also view and 
assign individual 
pieces of the Core 
Curriculum, as well as 
the Full Text Units.  

Click on the Library 
tab, then click Units 
in the gray bar to view 
all available units. Click 
Skills to view all of the 
Skills lessons available 
in the Library. Search 
by name or by filters 
using the Show Filters 
drop-down button.

From the Library tab, 
you can also assign 
short read-write Blast 
assignments that focus 
on current events. 
Click Blasts in the gray 
bar and then click the 
orange View Blast 
button to explore a 
Blast.

Be sure to notice the 

adjustable Lexile® 

levels when viewing 
the Blasts.

New Blasts are added 
daily!

4

5

You can search for specific topics and 
audio-supported Blasts by using the 
filters in the Show Filters drop-down.
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OPTION 1: CREATE AN ASSIGNMENT FROM WITHIN A CORE UNIT

Click the Core ELA 
tab and your grade 
level in the gray bar. 

Click the orange 
Core ELA Unit 
button for Unit you 
wish to view.

StudySync’s Thematic and Literature-Based Units provide complete Instructional Paths of 
recommended Assignments, with text supplements, comparative writing Assignments, Skills lessons, 
and Blasts, all organized in a planned curriculum.

You may choose to utilize Unit Assignments in order, or may pick and choose Assignments from the 
Instructional Path that fit your classroom needs. In either case, you may preview what the Assignment 
will look like for students and then assign it to your Classes directly from the Instructional Path.

To navigate to the 
recommended 
Assignments, select 
the Instructional 
Path blade on the 
left.

1

2

CREATE AN ASSIGNMENT
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Click a text title to drop 
down the reading 
routine. When looking 
at a lesson within the 
recommended path, 

click the eye button to 
view what that 

Assignment would 
look like from a 
student's persepective.

After viewing the 
Preview, if you 
would like to use 
this Assignment with 
your own Students, 
click Assign.  

3

4

You will be taken to the Assignment Creation Page (see page 11). Select a 
Target for the Assignment, then c
ustomize the Teacher’s Note Pand Prompt or other features as needed, t
hen click Create to build theage 15 Assignment.
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OPTION 2: CREATE AN ASSIGNMENT FROM A LIBRARY ITEM

From the Library, you 
can simply select a text 
and then launch the 
Assignment creation 
tool directly from that 
Library item.

Note: Texts marked with 

the SyncTV logo o!er 

students a video preview 

of the text and a SyncTV 

episode as part of the 

Assignment.

After opening your 
chosen library item, 
select Create a 
SyncTV Assignment 
or Create a Reading 
Assignment at the 
top of the Overview 
section. Clicking 
either of these buttons 
will pre-populate the  
Assignment Type and 
the relevant content 
into the Assignment 
Creation Page.

1

2

Page 15

As before, you will be taken to the Assignment Creation Page (see page 
11). Select a Target for the Assignment, then customize the Teacher’s Note 
and Prompt or other features as needed, then click Create to build the 
Assignment.
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OPTION 3: CREATE A BLAST ASSIGNMENT

From your Blasts tab, 
you can select a Blast 
and then launch the 
Assignment creation 
tool to assign Students 
quick Twitter-like, 
nonfiction-based 
read/write Assignments 
on current events.

After opening the 
Blast of your choice, 
you will see a Preview 
of what the Blast will 
look like to your 
students. To assign this 
Blast to your Class(es), 
select a Lexile® level 

for the Background 
information that is 
appropriate for your 
students’ reading level, 
and then click the 
Use for New Blast 
Assignment button.

1

2



Page 17www.studysync.com Getting Started with ConnectED

This will take you 
to the Assignment 

Creation Page for 
Blasts. Select a Target 
for this Blast. You may 
also change the Start 
and End Dates, the 
Background text you 
would like to use, 
and the number of 
reviews requested.

3

You also have the option to create a Blast as a Writing Assignment, which will 
pre-populate a Writing Assignment Creation Page with the Blast Background 
and Research Links. This option  provides students with a longer essay 
prompt. These longer Blast Writing Assignments will be visible in students’ 
Assignment Carousels and Binder tabs.
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THE STUDENT VIEW

Click on the Groups 
tab. Locate the Group 
you would like to 
view. Click the action 
wheel on the far right, 
then click Group 
Membership. For this 
example, we will view 
Grade 6.

Locate a student 
whose account you 
wish to view. Click 
the action wheel 
and then click Mimic 
Student. This will take 
you directly into that 
student’s account.

1

2

TO VIEW A STUDYSYNC ACCOUNT FROM A STUDENT POINT-OF-VIEW:
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Click on Assignments 
to view the outstanding 
lessons that have  
been assigned to  
this student. 

This demo account 
includes the following 
assignments as 
examples: Blast,  
First Read, Skill lesson 
and Close Read  
assignments.  
This example is of 
Grade 6, Thematic  
Unit 1: Turning Points.

3

Click on an image to explore that assignment 
from the student’s perspective.
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Click on the colored  
Review Mode bar  
underneath an image  
to see assignments 
ready for Peer Review. 

Click on Binder to see 
all completed work for 
any given assignment, 
along with the peer  
and teacher reviews. 

After selecting an  
assignment, navigate 
through the tabs to 
view the student’s  
response, annotations 
on the text, teacher 
review, peer reviews 
given, and peer  
reviews received.

4

5

Scroll through 
and click on the 
image for Close 
Read: Hatchet.
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Under the Binder  
tab, click on a Blast 
assignment to explore 
what a Blast looks like 
with completed work. 
Including Peer Ratings, 
a Top 10 List, and the 
QuikPoll Results.

To exit the Student 
view, click the drop-
down arrow next to 
the student name in 
the upper right corner, 
and select Stop Mimic.  
This will take you back 
into the main teacher 
Demo Account.

6

7
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REPORTS AND GRADING STUDENT WORK 

Click on the Users tab, 
and locate the Group 
whose assignments 
you wish to view. 
Click the action wheel 
and then click View 
Assignments. For this 
example, we will view 
Grade 6. 

Click Assignment 
Report next to the 
assignment that you 
wish to view.

1

TO VIEW COMPLETED STUDENT WORK FROM THE TEACHER POINT-OF-VIEW:

Click on the Posted Date next to a 
student’s name to view all of his/
her work for the assignment, peer 
reviews and teacher reviews.

The Assignment  
Report is where  
teachers go to view  
all student work for  
a given assignment 
and also to complete 
their own teacher  
reviews.

2

This will pull up only those 
assignments given to that 
Group. You can see the  
assignments that have  
completed sample student 
work and teacher reviews.
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MANAGING YOUR CLASSES & STUDENTS

All management of Classes and adding or removing students from those classes takes place in your 
ConnectED account. 

Most likely, your school or district will be helping upload student accounts and linking them to your 
Classes. Please contact your administration or your McGraw-Hill Education sales representative for 
questions on this process. You can also contact McGraw-Hill Online Implementation at (800) 598-4077 
for step-by-step assistance.

To start using StudySync with your students, three things must be completed:

1. Your Students must be imported into ConnectED – this is when their usernames and passwords
are created. This is most often done at the district level.

2. Your Classes must be created and students organized into the correct Classes.

3. Your StudySync content must be set up in the student accounts (via one of two methods
described in the Get Started resources).

Once your basic Classes have been set up, you are also able to create new Classes within ConnectED 
to group your students in di! erent ways or smaller sub-groups for di! erentiation.

1 To create Classes, 
add students, and 
manage these 
groups, click on the 
StudySync Teacher 
Edition from your 
ConnectED homepage. 
Then click the Manage 
and Assign Tab.

CREATE A CLASS
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To create a new class, 
click Create Class.

Click the orange 
Add Students button 
to add students to 
your class.  

If your students have 

not yet been imported 

to ConnectED, please 

contact your district or 

sales representative for 

help with this process. Or, 

access the Professional 

Development resources to 

import students yourself.

Give the Class a 
name and select a 
Grade Level. The 
Simplified Login option 
is only used for young 
elementary students; 
leave this blank. 
Then click Save. 

2

4

3
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Use the Grade Level 

search filter to add 
multiple students or 
enter a first and last 
name to find an 
individual student 
for your class. Check 
the box next to the 
name(s) you would like 
to add to your Class, 
then click Save. 

To navigate between 
your different Classes, 
use the drop-down 
menu.

As part of the set up 
process, you must 
share the StudySync 
Student Edition 
content with your 
students via the Assign 

Content button on your 
Home page.

5

6

7

Click Assign Content and follow the three-
step directions to send content to your 
students.



Questions about StudySync? 

Contact StudySync Customer Support at 

implementation@studysync.com

We are happy to help!

McGraw-Hill Education

p: (800)-437-3715

W: mheonline.com/customer_support

E: epgtech@mheducation.com

Welcome to StudySync!
We're excited for you to be a part of 

our learning community.
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