\?o\\ f/o,.
3 e,
09 @,

&

COVID-19 Update from the Head of School i .’.:0"
Auoyhall ke (1 UgygS ogsd (& Cgosd et
Vor ™ o
ACN

March 5, 2020
Dear parents,

We continue to be fortunate to live in Jordan, where the official response to COVID-19 has been proactive
and science-based, and has therefore limited the spread of the virus. Over the past two days, there have
been no new cases of coronavirus confirmed, so today, | am writing you only with recommendations for
our upcoming spring break. On campus we continue to proceed with our regular school life, including last
night’s arts and literature coffeehouse celebrating the work of student writers and artists.

Spring break travel recommendations

As spring break approaches, many families may be wondering whether to follow through with or alter
spring break travel plans. Following the recommendation by the Center for Disease Control and
Prevention for colleges and universities, we recommend that families, faculty and other King’s Academy
community members postpone any international travel plans you might have, especially but not limited

to those countries with travel restrictions by the WHO and CDC, such as to: China, Hong Kong, Italy, Iran,
Japan and South Korea.

Even traveling to countries without restrictions poses a risk when away for a week or more. During travel,
the virus could spread to where you are, which would then make it difficult for students or families to
return to Jordan. Note that in this eventuality, it may not be a matter of whether King’s Academy welcomes
students back to campus, but whether international travelers will be required to enter a quarantine upon
return to Jordan. Our recommendation, therefore, is that you limit international travel over break.

An alternative

As an alternative for boarding students, King’s Academy is providing optional programming over spring
break. One month ago, in our January 30 Weekly Update for Parents, we extended the following invitation,
and we extend it again: For boarding students who are recommended not to travel or for whom limiting
travel would be reassuring, King's will host students on campus for spring break. If it is safer for your
children to stay at King’s instead of traveling, please contact Deputy Head of School and Dean of

Students Julianne Puente for more information.

A home

As a boarding school, King’s Academy is not only a school, but also a home away from home. We learn,
eat, play and meet together every day. Our community is built not only around rigorous academics and a
focus on personal development, but also on creating an environment of care for each other, especially
across our differences. Know that in this unusual global moment we are happy to extend that care further
over spring break. In this spirit, our dedicated and talented faculty have been volunteering to stay here with
students whose families find it preferable for their children to remain on campus.

If you have questions related to COVID-19, please feel free to contact Director of External Affairs and
Institutional Planning Alia Wakileh. In the meantime, please do take time to explore this week’s Weekly
Update for Parents, which includes reports on the remarkable activities that continue to take place on
campus.

With best wishes,

Peter Nilsson
Head of School


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/student-foreign-travel.html?utm_source=King%27s+Academy+Global+Community&utm_campaign=2f59bd4b6b-update-head-school-march-4-2020&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1e460f85da-2f59bd4b6b-&ct=t(update-head-school-march-4-2020-link)
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/student-foreign-travel.html?utm_source=King%27s+Academy+Global+Community&utm_campaign=2f59bd4b6b-update-head-school-march-4-2020&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1e460f85da-2f59bd4b6b-&ct=t(update-head-school-march-4-2020-link)
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